
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



( 



THE 

UNIVERSAL 

RESTORATION OF ALL MEN. 
PROVED, 

BY 

SCRIPTURE, REASON, 

AND 

COMMON SENSE. 



BT JOSEPH YOUNG, M.D« 



The times of restitution of all things, which God 
liath spoken by the mouth of »11 his holy prophets 
tince the world began. Acts iii. 21* 



J^EW^YORK, 

PUBLISHED BY S. CAMPBELL. 
1804. 



l:fr 

S3 7 

DUtrict ofKev)' York^ ss. ' 

Bs vt s.KMK>i3E:a£D,Thatx»at)iQjBeventeemh 
day of September, in the twenty-hinlh year of 
the' Independence of the United States of Ame- 
rica, Samuel Campbell, of the said district, 
hath deposited in this Office the title of a Book, 
the right whereof he claims as Proprietor, in the 
^ords and figures following, to wit: " The uni- 

VERASL RESTORATION. OF ALL ICEK. PfOVed, 

by scripture, reason, and common sense. By 
Joseph Young, M.D. The times of restitution 
of all things, which God hath spoken by the 
mouth of all his holy prophets since the world 
began. Acts iii. 21.*' 

In conformity, to the Act of the Congress of 
the United States, entitled " An Act for the en- 
couragement of learning by securing the copies 
of Maps, Charts, and Books to the authors and 
propnetor« of such copies duringthe times there- 
in mentioned." 

Edward Dunscomb, 
Clerk «f the Dtstctctof New-York. 



A. FORM AN, PRINTER, A 

91, BEEKMAN-STREET. y^j 



AN ATTEMTFT TO INVESTIGATE AND DISCLOSE 
THE FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THEOLOGY, UPON 
WHICH ALL TRUE RELIGION 18 FOUNDED. 



Say first of Crod abere, or man below » 

What can wt ivMoa bat firom wtiat wt know I 



•••••••••••••«••«••*••••• 



Ths first pnoci^s of ThcologT cofmst in 
believing that there is one eternal, im«niitsft>le} 
omnipresent God, the creator, preserver, and 
govevBor of tht Universe, wbo is an ullcreft^ed, 
self-«xistent» tndepeadent 8{Hrit ; whose glo- 
rious attributes are infinite goodness, wisdom, 
power, hotiness, justice, mercj, and tnith. 

As all these attributes are infinite, thtj can- 
not possibly admit any thing in the nature, or 
disposition of the Deity, contrary to them ; on 
which account^ they become an infallible *cand* 
ardj to which all controverted opinions in The- 
ology should be brought and tested. For every 
opinion that is contrary to any of these glorious 
attributes must be fiilsc; and should be dis- 
carded, as being derogatory to the moral char- 
acter of God, and greatly injurious to man- 



kind. As we depend upon God fop our very 
existence, with every comfort and blessing 
which we enjoy, it is of infinite importance to 
us, to know his true character and real disposi- 
tion towards us : for which purpose let us take 
this infallible standard for our guide, and hum- 
bly enquire, for what purpose, and with what 
designation, did the Deity create us ? If he is 
infinitely good, he certainly wished and designed 
finally to fix us in a permanent state of hafipi- 
neas. If infinitely w/*<?, he has certainly laid his 
flan so as to prevent the possibility of being 
disappointed ov frustrated. 

And if he is infinitely fiowerjhl^ no union or 
combination of the powers of all created beings 
could possibly prevent the fulfilment of his 
most gracious purpose^ 

To affirm that when God created us he did 
not vfish or design to bring us finally into a state 
of permanent happiness, is positively to deny 
his infinite 5"oo</;jeM and benignity. 

To affirm that he formed a filan which he 
could not execute agreeably to his ivill^ or ori- 
ginal design, is denying his claim to infinito 
madom. 



To acknowledge the benevolence of the de- 
ngnj and tlie wisdom of the /ilarif and at the 
same time to deny that the Deity was possess- 
ed of sufficient fiower to execute it^ is an ab- 
surdity too glaring for belief or serious refu- 
tation. And yet all those who believe in the 
doctrine of eternal punishment in hell, cannot, 
at the same time, believe in the in^nite good- 
ness> wisdom and power of God. 

We are told in Genesis, that when God had 
finished the work of creation, that he pronoun- 
ced all the things which he had made to be very 
good, and in consequence he must have loved 
every thing which he had made, because it was 
good. And if he is an unchangeable being, the 
same yesterday, to day, and forever, whatever 
he once Icrvedy he will still continue to love, 
otherwise he would be mutable. If it should be 
said that God loved mankind as long as they con- 
tinued to be good and innocent, and began to 
hate them when they became sinners, what, 
then, are we to believe with respect to his om- 
niscience? Were not every action of our future 
lives as if present in his sight ? If so, he must 
have loved and hated us infinitely at the same 
time, or he must have loved us infinitely at 
one time, and hated us infinitely at another : 
£br all his attributes are infinite, and it is impos- 
a2 
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sible that the Deity should be infinitely good and 
kind, arid infinitely cruel and implacable. 

We have abundant evidence from scripturei 
reason, and experience, to convince us that^God 
has loved us, does love us now, and will con- 
tinue to love us forever. We therefore con- 
clude that he will not sentence any soul which 
he has loved, and continues to love, to hell, to 
suffer eternal torments. We are also informed 
in Genesis, that God made man in his own 
likeness, and man has very courteously return- 
ed the compliment by attributing to the Deity 
the greatest number of our revengeful vindictive 
passions ; and insinuates that he exercises these 
'^ndictive passions in a degree far exceeding in 
cruelty any thing that has been known amongst 
men. The custom of torturing criminals has 
been discarded in every civilized country ; but 
what are temporary tortures (of even the most 
savage invention) cither in severity or duration^ 
'when compared with those which many suppose 
Godwin inflict upon the souls whicbhe has made. 
This is certainly not the true character of our 
heavenly Father ; but if any sincere enquirer 
should wish to know the real character of the 
Father, and the Son, they will find both per^ 
fectly delineated by Christ himself, in the 1 5th 
chapter of L\ike. He ^rst gives his own charac- 



ter in the parable of thelo&t sheep. AlthoQ];h 
he is represented in the parable to have an hun- 
dred sheepy he is not willing to loae one which 
had strayed ; but leaving the ninety and nine 
in the wilderness, he determines to search for 
that which was losti until he find it. He does 
not wait until the poor, silly, stray sheep can 
discorer Its way back, and return of its own ac- 
cord to the fold, but searches until he finds it ; 
and instead of beating it severely for having 
gone astray, he lays it on his shoulders and re- 
turns home rejoicing, and calls upon his friends 
his to rejoice with him, because he had found 
sheep which was lost. He concludes by tell- 
ing the Scribes and Pharisees (who murmured 
because he received sinners) that there would 
be joy in Heaven over one sinner that repent- 
ed, 'more than over ninety and nine just per- 
sons which need no repentance. He also gives 
the genuine character of his Father in the para- 
ble of the prodigal son. The youngest son, 
probably impatient of restraint, and wishing to 
exercise the freedom of his own will, solicited his 
Father to give him his proportion of the goods, 
wluch his Father might allot to him ; and not 
-many days after, the Father divided his proper- 
ty between his two sons ; the youngest coUect- 
•cd his share together, and took his journey into 
: a &v 'Country^ and there wasted his substance in 
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notous living, and was reduced to the sordid 
Gondition of a swine herd^ and reduced by fam- 
ine to the most extreme degree. In these de« 
plorable circumstances^ he resolves to return to 
his Father, confess his guilt, and imfdore hin 
pardon ; but probably entertaining the same 
opinion of his Other's disposition, which is but 
too generally harboured at the present day, he 
laboured under the most distressing apprehen- 
sions that he would not receive, him as a son, 
but determined to petition to be received as a 
servant ; but how agreeably must he have been 
surprized, when, instead of meeting an angry, 
resentful Father at home, to load him with the 
most bitter reproaches foisiiia licentious con- 
duct, his indulgent parent meets hini on the 
way, embraces him in the most afiectionate 
manner, orders his servants to bring forth the 
best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on 
•his hand, and shoes on his feet : he orders the 
fatted calf to be killed, to make a feast and re- 
joice, because his son that was dead is now. alive 
again, was lost, and is found. 

: This is the genuine character of the merci- 
ful Father of mankind delineated by Christ him- 
4&elf, and also a descnption of the means by 
which he reforms his prodigal children, to 
teach them by. experience} that the paths oivice 
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necessarily lead to the habitations otmueryy and 
tho$e otvirtue to permanent Aafi/imcM. But we 
discover in these benevolent characters nothing 
of that vindictive spirit which has been but too 
generally ascribed to the Deity: whereas it ap- 
pears that all he requires of us is evidently for 
our own good.tfUOt for his : for we can do noth- 
ing by which he dan be benefited ; for when' we 
have done all, we are but unprofitable servants. 
It also exhibitSi in the character of the eldest 
son, the disposition of many pious people at this 
day, who cannot brook the idea that any person 
should be accepted by our heavenly Father, that 
IS not as righteous as themselves. They have 
served God by praying in their families, every 
night and morning, and have gone to church 
twice or three times every Sunday for many 
years, while these vagabonds were haunting ta- 
verns and houses of ill fame. And shall they 
now be placed on the same footing with us I 
Shall they who came into the field at the elev«> 
enth hour receive as much wages as we, who 
have borne the heat of the day ? 

But pray. Messieurs Notables, be honest, and 
re-examine your niotives. Were your boasted 
lervices performed out of pure love to God, or 
were they not evidently to serve yourselves, to 
recommend you to God, and make him your 



10 

debtor for services petfonmed? Although we 
cannot merit t^alvation by the performlince c^ 
thes^ duties, tivey shOukLjrM>t t>e fieglected. Biit 
tttert isa-^ay lA'wiiieh^^iPe^liftrender serrioes 
•fsleaiifig to God, and of ettsefidld advantage to 
ci^r^lvesafidto iBonkkid: 

When Cod created maalkkv^ it is demon- 
uirMy evident thfrthe intewded l!o bring eversr 
individQalof the hwman raeni into a state «f per- 
manent l^appiness; as I shall endeaviour to prove 
itttiie.coiirsleof this ifork. Tt is therefore our 
duty, andsal^o our interest, toco-operate with 
the Deity and all good being«^ «» promote the 
ar&ery peace and hs^)|>tee9^ of eiPeryifi^vidual 
or society, of which we may become mcmibers, 
as&r asOod may have enaUed ns to perform 
this piessitg and neccnary daty>--^ Hereby 
perceive we the lore of Go0» because he laid 
ikiwn his life for u% and we ought to lay down 
our lives for the bristhren. But whoso hath this 
world's good, and seeth his brother have need) 
and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from 
him, how dwelleth the love of God in him ? 
And this is his comitiandmeht, that we should 
bdieve on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and 
iove o&eanother^as hegaveus commandment."* 

• 1 John ru.x6,ir, 23. 
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^ Ahemeottiittk^mtimeii I give uato yeui that y 
lave one anotber^ as I have loved fout that ye 
alio krve one another."* ^^Lookuntomeandhe 
)re savedaUtiie ends ef the earthy fi>r I am God» 
•fid these is none elae. I have awom by my selft 
the wcnrd has gciae out of mj mouth in righte- 
ouaneaa, and'shall not return, that unto me every 
knee ahadi how, every tongue ahall swear. In 
the Lord thmUall the seed <if Itrael be juatyiedy 
and shall glory .''t 

By- the kMvaof nature which are founded upon t 
and have their* root and sanction in, Jthe immu- 
l^hle attrihutes ef God, there is an eternal, es* 
aentaal^and iKunutable dilTerence between right 
and wrong; good and evil; virtue and vice..... 
and as their nature and properties are diamet* 
ricaUfE oppKHBte^ so are theb tendencies.. Fir- 
lue is naturally- and necessaiily productive of 
order, peace, and happiness; and vice asnatu* 
rally conducts its votaries to discord^ confusion^ 
tfid fniwery. Now as virtue and happiness are 
evidently, preferable to vice and misery, every 
nttionat being, from the highest in the scale of 
existence to the lowest, are under the most lO'- 
^soluble obligations to promote vi^e and hap« 
plness9«nd to obviate, banish, and annihilate 

• John xiii. 34» f I»»>9ih xlv. 3S, 23, 25. 
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-vice tiTid misery out of the creation of God, in 
such ways, and by such means, as he in bis infi- 
nile wisdom may see fit to. direct or employ for 
Ibis purpose : and this obligation (Mrbich is in- 
cumbent upon all) is enhanced in proportion to 
their grade in the scale of existence^ and their 
a))ility to perform .the necessary alkid pleasing 
duties which are conducive . to this important 
end.. , • • ^ ■•••- -••• 

Upon these principles, and for these impor- 
tant reasons, Christ became tke appropriate Sa- 
viour of the world ; as he was the .being most 
strongly obligated^ and the 'dirfy one perfectly 
qualified to destroy -vice and misery (which arc 
emphatically termed the works of the devil) 
and to purify, cleanse, and restore, the whole 
human.<race to vintue, peace, andrfiiermanent 
happiness; which was the origii^al and immu- 
table design of our heavenly' Father. . / , 

If Christ (agreeably to the eternal,, immutable 
laws of nature) was not legally bound to regard 
the happiness or misery of the human race, 
how could he justly and legally bt '^ wounded for 
our transgressions and bruised for our iniqui- 
ties?"* If the world of mankind had been fur- 

.^ • Isaiah liii. 5, 

i 
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mshed ^ith and had retained sufficient powers 
to have wrought out their own salvation, the 
mission of Christ would have been needless.— 
<* Knowing that a man is not justified by the 
works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, 
even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we 
might be justified by the faith of Christ, and 
not by the works of the law ; for by the works 
of the law shall no flesh be justified/'* ^'I do not 
frustrate the grace of God, for if righteousness 
came by the law, then Christ is dead in vain."t 

But as we, like sheep, had all gone astray, 
the benevolent parent of the human race so 
loved the world, that he sent his dearly beloved 
Son into it, invested with plenipotentiary powef 
to be Saviour of the world ; and also with an 
ample commission, and celestial authority, to 
destroy the works of the devil4 " For this pur- 
pose the Son of God was manifested, that he 
might destroy the worka of the devii:'^ What? 
all his works ! Yes, verily, both root and branch* 
And what is still better, even the devil him- 
self shall be destroyed. " Forasmuch, then, as 
the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he 
also, himself, likewise took part of the same^ 

• Gal. ii. 16. t Oal- »»• 21. \ Isaiah liii. 6. 
And 1 John iv. 14. § 1 John iii. 8. 
^ B 
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that through death he might destroy him that 
hath the power of death, that is, the devil."* 

As the commission of Christ appears to be 
not only very ample, but of a very important na- 
ture, let us enquire into the extent of the first 
grant or power contained in it, with respect to 
its limits. See Psalm ii. 7, 8. " I will declare 
the decree, the Lord hath said unto me, thou 
art my son, this day have I begotten thee. Ask 
of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for 
thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 
the earth for thy possession." 

In consequence of this grant, which is only 
limited by the bounds of the earth, we arc told, 
1 John iv. 14. " And we have seen, and do tes- 
tify, that the Father sent the Son to be the iStr- 
viour of the world." Does John mean that 
Christ is the Saviour of every individual human 
being ? Yes, every one : and this does not de- 
pend upon the goodness, wisdom, or power of 
the creature, but on that of our infinitely merci- 
ful Creator : " Who will have all men to be 
«aveflf and come unto the knowledge of the truth. 
For there is one God, and one Mediator be- 
tween God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who 

• Heb. ii. 14. 
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gave himself a ransom for ally to be teslificd ia 
due time."* And that this precious ransom was 
not given in vain, shall be testified in such a sol- 
emn and public manner, as to convince ^wtt^y ra- 
tional being of its efficacy ; when they shall hear 
and see every creature which isinHeaven,on the 
earth, and under the earth, and such as are in 
the sea, and allthat are in them, saying, " Bless- 
ing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto 
him that sitteth on the throne, and unto the 
lamb for ever.''t, Calvin ists say, we must ob- 
serve that he does not mention ihose which are 
in hell. It is true, he does not, for this good 
reason : John knew that there would be no hu- 
man beings there ; because " God had been iiv 
Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their sins."J " And Jesus the lamb 
of God, who taketh or beareth away the */« of 
the world,"|| will have compleated his work pre- 
vious to the time of which John was speaking, 
" For we have heard him ourselves, and know 
that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the 
world."** " And if any man sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesuy Christ the righ- 
teous. And he is the firofiitiation for our sinsj 
and not for ourd ow/i/, but for the sins of the whole 

• 1 Timothy ii. 4, 5, 6. f Rev. v. 13. 1 2 Cor. 
y. 19. II John i. 29. •• John iv. 42. 



t 
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world.*'* " For the grace of God which bring-* 
eth salvation to all men^ hath appeared. Who 
gave himself for us, that he might redeem U9 
from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a pe» 
culiar people zealous of good works."t Christ 
assumed the human nature that he might be as 
fully and compleatly the head and re/iresentative ^ 
of every man, as Adam was, or had been, so - 
that every man will be as fully and compleatly 
justified and made a partaker of the benefits re- 
sulting from the perfect righteousness of Christ, 
his present head, as he was brought into judg'^ 
vient and condemnation by the offence of Mam,\ 
" Therefore, as by the offence ^one^ judgment 
came iij^on ail men to condemnation ; even so, 
by the righteousness of ow^, the free gift c^^rti^ 
upon all men unto justification pf lifc.*'|| 

Being justified by his grace, through the 
redemption of Christ Jesus. Whom God hath 
foreordained to be a propitiation through faith 
in his blood, to declare his righteousness [not 
ours] for th^ remission of sins that are past, 
through the forbearance of God. I declare, I 
say, at this time his righteousness, that he might 



• 1 John ii, X, 2. t Titus ii. XI, 14. \ 1 Cor, 
xi. 3. II Rom, v. 18, 
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be just, and the justifier of him which believeth 
in Jesus.* 

Christ has engaged to save us from both 
the curse and condemnation of the law, by sub- 
mitting him to be made a cur^e for us.f Hav- 
ing forgiven all tresfiaaaea^ blotting out the hand- 
writing of ordinances that was against us, and 
he took it out of the way, nailing to his cross.f 
This sacrifice, and the salutary dfects of it to 
all mankind^ he predicted, saying, " and I, if I be 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto 
me. This he said signifying what death he 
should die. "II Fer this important service " God 
hath highly exalted him, and given him a name 
which is above every name ; that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow of things in 
Heaven, and things on earth, and things under 
the earth, and that every tongue should con- 
fess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. For it is God which worketh 
in you, both to will and to do his good pleas- 
ure."** It is evident both from scripture and 
reason, that the present, as well as the future hap- 
piness of every created being, depends entirely 
on the goodness, wisdom, and Almighty power 

♦ Rom. iii. 24, 25, 26. f Gal. iii. 13. | Colos. 
ii. 13, 14. II John xii. 32, 33. »♦ Phil. ii. 9, 10, 13. 
B 2 
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of God, our merciful Creator; for even Christ 
himself declares twice in the fifth chapter of 
the gospel of John, that he of himself could do 
nothing.* And Christ tells us, I am the vine, 
ye are the branches : he that abideth in me, and 
I in him, the same bringelh forth much fruit i 
for without me, ye can do nothing. *' There- 
fore, let no man glory in men, for all things 
are yours. Whether Paul or Apollos, or Ce- 
phas, or the world, or life, or death, or things 
present, or things to come, all are yours, and 
ye are Christ's, and Christ is God'sl"t 

On this glorious chain, wl\}ch reaches from 
feeble man to his omnipotent Creator, depends 
all our hopes of future happiness, and not on our 
own self-righteousness. For this reason we are 
told, " That no flesh should glory in his pre- 
sence : but of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who 
of God is made unto ua vfudom and righteous^ 
neiSy and aanctification and red€m/ition,**f. "But 
God who is rich in mercy, for hia great love 
wherewith he loved us, even when we were 
dead in sins, hath quickened us together with 
Christ (by grace ye are saved ;) that in the 
ages to come he might shew the exceeding: 

• John V. 19, and 30. • -f 1 Cor. iii. 21, 22^ 

\ Cor. i, 29, 30. ^ 
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riches of his gfaee in his kindness towtrd u^ 
through Christ Jesus: for by grace ye are saved 
through faith ; and that not of yourselvesy it is 
the gift of God. Not of works, least any man 
should boast; for we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God bath before ordained that we should walk 
in them/'* 
• 

But as there are many who disdain this men*' 
dicant scheme of salvation, and scorn to be de* 
pendent on free grace alone, let them spin 
and weave a handsome web of self-righteous* 
ness, and appear at the general court of Oyer 
and Terminer, clad in a decent suit of home* 
spun ;: for if the Judge should chance to dislike 
thegarb^ and order it to be burnt, the wearer 
must sustain the loss, but the Judge has pro* 
xnised that the owner shall escape, and not be 
consumed in the fire with the cloths.f 

From the passages of scripture which have 
been quoted, and the observations that have been 
made, it appears, evidently, that the Father sent 
his beloved Son to be the Saviour oi the world.... 
tliat he has accepted the appointment, and has 
actually performed the most arduous part of tht; 

• Ephes. ii. 4, 5, 7, 9, 10. f 1 Cor. iii. 1^, 15. 



20 

business, havingbeen wounded for our transgres- 
sions, and bruised for our iniquities, and thereby 
became the firofiitiation for the sins of the whole 
world, by which means God was reconciled to 
the world, and is now in Christ reconciling the 
world to himself, not imfiuting their sins ; and 
as.it is the will and merciful design of our Fa- 
ther that oilmen should be «arffflf and come unto 
the knowledge of the truth, it is impossible that 
his purposes should be frustrated. We there- 
fore conclude, that the universal restitution of 
all things, .or salvation of all men, depends en- 
tirely upon the immutable attributes of the 
Deity, and not on our own works, least any man 
should boast. Therefore the doctrine of eter- 
nal punishment cannot be supported by any 
other means than by flatly denying the benevo- 
lence, wisdom, or power of God : for if he wishes 
that all men maybe savedy he has certainly wis- 
dom and power sufficient to convince, convert, 
and reform the most hardened sinner; of which 
we have had the most ample evidence. To ac- 
knowledge this truth, and at the same time to 
deny that he wishes all men to be savedy is not 
only denying his express declaration, but im- 
peaching his infinite goodness and benignity ; 
and more than merely insinuating that he pre- 
fers the eternal duration of vice and misery to 



21 

the reign ot virtue and hafifiine** ; for it is evi« 
dent that no power can resist his will. 

K this is a good moral character, we will 
thank our opponents to delineate what they 
would denominate a bad character, that we may 
contrast them ; that thereby we may discover 
the extremes of infinite goodness and benignityt 
and vindictive malevolence and cruelty. / 

As we have in the first part endeavoured to 
prove that the Father sent the Son to be the Sac 
viour or restorer of the whole world, and not 
.only of a few individuals (as many have believ^ 
ed) let us now proceed to consider the second 
purpose for which Christ was manifested, to 
wit; to destroy the works o/ the devil. But a9 
there are a variety of opinions entertained oti 
this interesting subject, it is in the first place 
necessary to enquire, and endeavour to ascer-^ 
tain, first. What may with propriety be deno* 
minated the v>ork9 of the devil ^ 

Secondly, To what es^tent are they to be 
destroyed, so as to comport with the gracious 
design of our heavenly Father ? 

Thirdly, Whether Christ has sufficient power 
given to him to fulfil this purpose ? 
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And first, negatively. It cannot be the souls 
of mankind which Christ was manifested to de- 
stroy (as many people have imagined) for these 
arc all the workmanship of God, who declares 
that he made them for himself. " Who hath 
<lelivered us from the power of darkness, and 
hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear 
Son. In whom we have redemption through 
his blood, even the forgiveness of sins. Who 
is the image of the invisible God, the first born 
of every creature. For by him were all things 
created that are in Heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities or pow- 
ers, all things were created by him and^br him:'^ 
If this be true, then it is evident that he created 
nothing on purpose for the ^evil. We there- 
fore conclude, that as nothing was created on 
purpose for the devil, he never will be permit- 
ted to hold an everlasting possession of any 
thing that was not created on purpose for him: 
and we are confident that a God of infinite ^-oogT- 
nesa and mercyy whose very essence is lovcy ne- 
ver made one soul on purpose for the devil, and 
as confident that the devil never can retain one 
soul contrary to the eternal purpose of our hear* 
enly Father. 



• Col. i. 13, 14, 15, 16. 
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The opinion Ihat the ever-merciful Jehovah 
should ever have made even one soul, which he 
positively knew the devil would torment through- 
out eternal ages, is monstrously absurd and 
blasphemous, and so derogatory to the moral 
character of the Deity, that it is fraught with 
more malignity than the unfiardonable sin of 
which the Jews were guilty, by insinuating that 
Christ was in league with the devil, and saying, 
"that he cast out devils through Beelzebub 
the prince of devils."* 

But are not those far more criminal who are 
forced, by the clearest conviction, to acknow- 
ledge, that God is possessed of infinite wisdom 
and almighty power ; and could, with the great- 
eat facility, render every individual human be- 
ing virtuous and happy ; but alledge, that he is 
so devoid of compassion, as to abandon num- 
bers of the souls which he has made, to the 
permanent dominion of the devil, to be tor* 
mented by him throughout eternal ages. 

It is revealed as the will of God our Saviour, 
that all men should be saved, and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth ;t and that Christ 
has given himself a ranaom for all j which will 

• Matt.xii. 24. 1 1 Tim. ii. 4. 
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be testified, and acknowledged by all in due 
thne ;* and we are confident that he will not 
leave the ransomed in the possession of the en- 
emy. 

*' Neither by the blood of goats and calves, 
but by his own blood he entered in once into the 
holy place, having obtained eternal redemfition 
for t«."t " Having made known unto us the 
mystery of his will, according to his good plea- 
sure which he hath purposed in himself: that 
in the dispensation of the fulness of times, he 
might gather together, in one, all things in 
Christ,both which are in Heaven^ and which are 
on earth, even in him."| 

Having proved that the souls of^ men are not 
the works of the devil, and consequently th^t 
they are not the works which Christ was mTini- 
fested to destroy, I shall in the next place pro- 
ceed to prove^thatit cannot be actual transgres- 
sion that is here intended^ as no past action can 
possibly be destroyed or annihilated. A person 
might, with as much propriety, propose to de- 
stroy the darkness of anight which happened 
a month ago. A transgression may be forgiven, 
and the record of it blotted out or destroyed ; 

• 1 Tim. ii. 6. f Hcb. ix. .12 \ Ephes. i. 9, 10. 
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but a pliysical non-entity cannot be destroyed* 
Tbe works of the devil which the Son of God 
was manifested to destroy^ are evidently the evil 
/irqfiensities and vicious habits which mankind 
Have acquired from the evil example of othersi 
and yielding to the temptations which are suited 
to excite and influence those appetites and pas* 
sions which were implanted in us by the wisei 
benevolent author of our being, to answer the 
most necessary and important purposes, while 
tbey are confined within due bounds, and direct- 
ed to proper ends or objects by the dictates of 
reason and a well-infoimed conscience. But 
being in youth extremely ignorant of the nature 
of things, and the consequences of our actionSf 
and vast numbers being left without proper in- 
^ructions respecting their duties to either God 
or man ; thus with appetites and passions in 
full vigour, and devoid of an adequate degree of 
reason and experience, are they left to be im« 
pelled to action by motives that are aptly suited 
to gratify these propensities ; and being fre* 
quently left to the freedbm of their own willt 
but too often follow the evil example of people 
much older than themselves, they soon learn to 
copy their foibles, and by degrees begin to prac- 
tice their vices. Thus ignorance and evil ex- 
ample begets vicious firqflenaities and evil habits, 
which naturally and necessarily involve the sin- 
c ' / 
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ner in confusion and misery, not by the arbi- 
trary infliction of punishment by the Deity, but 
by the immutable law of nature. 

When the prodigal son squandered his finan- 
ces in riotous living, and had, by his own mis- 
conduct, involved himself in misery and distress^ 
what he suffered was not inflicted by the agency 
of his father, but was the natural consequence 
of his own profligacy.* It is as impossible that 
yicci hy its own inherent qualities, should pro- 
duce order^fieacci and permanent happiness, as 
that darkness should produce light, or that tares 
sown on barren ground should produce a plen- 
tiful crop of good wheat It is impossible that 
the man who has wasted his estate by gambling, 
and destroyed his reason by frequent intoxica- 
tion, should be an happy person, or even permit 
others, over whom he has any power, to enjojr 
peace, order, or comfort. Such is the inherent 
nature of vice and vicious habits^ It is there- 
fpre evident, that it is these sinjiil firq/ienaitieSf 
and pernicious habitSf that the Son of God was 
manifested to destroy, which are properly de- 
nominated the works of the devil, and not the 
Moula of mankind. These are the tares, and the 
chaff, which shall be burned with unquenchable 

• Luke XV. 
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fire, when God shall gather his pure clean wheat 
into the gamer. This is the dross from which 
the souls of mankind shall he refined, when the 
Lord shall bring " a third part through the fire, 
and I will refine them as silver is refined, a ••'J 
-will trj them as gold is tried : they shall call 
upon my name, and I will hear them; I \mU 
say it is my people, and 'vhey shall say, the Lord 
is my God."* 

These are the works that shall be burned, to* 
gether with self-righteousness, spiritual pride, 
blind zeal, and the prejudices of an erroneous 
education, which qualifies each bigot in their 
own estimation, to judge and condemn others 
on hearsay evidence, without taking the pains to 
examine either their own tenets, or those of 
others, which they condemn.f 

But the most formidable device which the 
devil has ever planed for the destruction of man- 
kind, is, the successful attempt which he has 
made to traduce the moral character of the Deity. 
He knows it is impossible that any rational 
being can be happy while they continue to hate 
God.«..he has taken great pains by his emissa- 
ries in every nation, to represent the Deity to 

* Zech. xiii. ^ ^l Cor. iii. IS, i4, 15. 
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be the most cruel) partial} vindictive, inexorable 
being in existence....insinuating that he has 
brought millions of souls into being, out of a 
state of non-existence, in which condition they 
could neither offend him, nor suffer any incon- 
venience whatever.. ..positively knowing, and 
intending, that they should be subjected to the 
dominion of the devil, and suffer throughout 
eternal ages the most excruciating torments ia 
a lake of fire which he had prepared for the very 
purpose^ long before they were created. 

Opinions slniilar to these have been assidu^. 
ously propagated amongst the people of almost 
every nation ; and however they may have dif-i 

ftred in their particular dogmas, tney nave a« 
agreed in representing their Gods to be cruel, 
partial tyrants, who chose rather to be viewed 
and worshipped as objects to be dreaded and 
leared, than loved. 

From this fatal misappf ehension of the mor- 
91 character and adorable attributes of the benev- 
olent parent^of mankind, originated the horrid 
practice of parents sacrificing their favourite 
children to appease the wrath of these dreadful, 
malignant beings. The Roman Catholic be- 
ing influenced by the same erroneous opinion 
of the disposition of the Deity, half starves him« 
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Sftlfy wears an hair cloth next his skin, walk» 
barefooted over the sharpest gravel, and devises 
many ingenious modes of punishing himself to 
appease the Deity, as he conceives his vindic- 
tive disposition to be, in some measure, grati- 
fied and appeased with the misery which he hoJ^. 
voluntarily inflicted upon his own body. 

The Clergy are perpetually complaining thar 
their parisliioners do not love God ; but is it not 
evidently their own fault ? Why do they not 
give the Deity his real character, and exhibit 
him as he really is, the tender, compassionate 
XMirent of the whole human race ? and prove it 
incontestibly by preaching to them now and 
then, from such texts as. the following, viz, 
<< If his children forsake my law, and walk not 
in my judgments. If they break my statutes, 
and keep not my commandments. Then will 
X, visit their transgressions with a rod, and their 
iniquity with stripes. Neverthc'Icss my loving 
kindness wUl I not utterly take from him, nor 
suffer my faithfulness to fail. My covenant will 
I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out 
of my lips*"* 

**Then they cried unto the Lord in their trou- 
ble> and he saved them out of their distresse8> 
* Fs. Jxxxix. 30, 31, 52, 33, 4^. 
C2 
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he brought Ihem out of darkn^ss^ and the sha- 
dow of death) and brake their bands in sunder. 

that men would praise the Lord for his good- 
ness, and for his wonderful works to the child- 
ren of teen, for he hath broken the gates of brass^ 
And cut the bars of iron in sunder."* 

" For I will not contend forever, neither will 

1 be always wroth, for the spirit should fail be- 
fore me, and the souls which I have made^ For 
the iniquity of his covetousness was I wrothy 
and smote him. I hid me, and was wroth, and 
he went on frowardly in the way of his heart. I 
have seen his ways and will heal him : I will 
lead him also, and restore comforts unto him 
md to his moumers."t 

If people were taught in this Way, that God 
loved them, and would still continue to make use 
Df the most effectual means to secure their eter- 
nal felicity, they wouldin lime begin to love him, 
lalthough he might smite them severely, when 
they considerec^ it as the chastisement of a ten- 
der Father, inflicted for their reformation. But 
when people are once fairly convinced that God 
is possessed of infinite wisdom and almighty 
power, and could, with the greatest facility, ren- 

• Ps. cvii. 10, 13, 14, 15, 16. f laaiah Ivii. 16, 17, 18. 
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der every individual human being virtuoua and 
happy, but are told, that he is so devoid of com- 
passion as to abandon numbers of the souls 
Vfrhich he has made^ to the permanent dominion 
of the devil, which he couid have saved, but 
vmild not, it is evident they could not love him 
while they conceived it to be most probable that 
they were of the reprobated number ; and unless 
we love God, we cannot be happy either In this 
life nor in that which is to come. 

Love refines the affections, and meliorates 
the disposition; but fear and dread without 
love, never added one member to the catalogue 
of real and genuine saints. It is a passion that 
cannot be created by fear, but invariably is di- 
minished, if not entirely destroyed by it. It is 
netUier subject to external commands, nor to 
the most tremendous threats ; nor even to the 
operations of our own will. Love is the fulfil- 
ling of the law, and without it the precepts of 
either the law or the gospel can never be ful- 
filled : then why has so much ptuns been taken, 
•and still persisted in, to banish the love of God 
from the hearts of his creatures, and to implant 
fear and dread in its place I 

What the Clergy have termed preaching the 
terrors of the law> to drive sinners to Christ for 
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ttiercy, has plunged millions into a state of dcs-^ 
peration, and has sent many frantic souls pre* 
maturely into the world of spirits, exclaiming 
horribly against the supposed cruelty and par* 
tiality of that merciful God who created them, 
and all mankind, on purpose to confer on them 
various blessings here, and endless felicity here* 
after. << He that loveth not, knoweth not God| 
for God is loye. And we have known and 
believed the love that God hath to us, God U 
iovcj and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in 
God and God in him^ There is no fear in love ; 
but perfect love eastcth out fear, because fear 
hath torment. He that feareth is not made per- 
fect in love."» Every attribute of the Deity ia 
infinite ; it is therefore evident, that he cannot 
be infinitely benevolent, loving, and kind, and 
also infinitely vindictive^ implacable, and crueL 

But let UB now bring this horrid. doctrine of 
eienuUi vindictive fiuniahment to our theologic 
Standard, by which its enormity will appear.. 

A God of infinite wisdpm and power could 
convince, convert, and save all the souls which 
he has made, and also could, with the greatest 
facility, banish 9in and misery out of the creation ; 

•lJohniv.«^16,3ir,18. 
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but it is tuserted that he never will do either. 
Does he then prefer the eternal punishment of 
any of the souls which he has made, and the per- 
petual duration of sin and miaery to the virtue 
and eternal felicity of his creatures ; and the 
total extinction of sin and misery, and evil of 
every kind and degree ? For it is certain, that 
no combination of created beings can prevent 
Jiis free choice. We are therefore warranted 
both by scripture and reason to conclude, that 
God will finally establish the universal reigo of 
virtufi and hafipincMBy in preference to that of 
^e%siiitmfryt 

Having endeavoured to ascertain what art 
prsp^rlj C!-!:cn!L">*«d works of the devil, which 
the Son of God was manifested to destroy, we 
next proceed to inquire to what extent they are 
to be destroyed, so as to comport with the gra* 
clous designs of our heavenly Father* 

Our text informs us that the Son of God was 
manifested to destroy the works of the devil, 
without making an exception for the preserva« 
tion df any part or portion of them. We there- 
fore conclude, that the Father intended the de- 
ttruction to be a complete annihilation and era- 
dication of all his works, every vestige of de- 
pravity in the souls of every human being, and 
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every degree of misery, and in consequence the 
cessation and extinction of every kind and de- 
'gree of evil. 

Christ's commission consists of two parts, so 
connected together, that one part cannot be exe- 
cuted vt^ithout the other* He could not be th» 
entire Saviour of the worldy without completely, 
destroying every evil propensity, in every indi- 
vidual human being, without which it is impos« 
Bible that they should ever become happy inhab* 
itants of Heaven. Therefore as God will* that 
all men should be savedj and come to the kiiowl« 
edge of the truthi he also w///«, that they should 
be divested of every species of depravity, which 
will assuredly be done if Christ has been invest^ 
ed with sufficient powers ; which must be thj^ 
subject of our succeeding inquiry. 

Were vjre to form our judgment from the dio 
tates of reason, and the nature of the subject, we 
fhould naturally conclude, that the Father did 
not send the Son to be the Saviour of the world ; 
and to destroy the works of the devil, without 
furnishing him with sufficient powers to a-*-om» 
plish these important purposes, for which he 
vas delegated.* But if we have recourse to 

* Mat. xzviil. 18.^ 
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scnpturcy we are furnished with ample evidence 
to convince all those who believe in the authen- 
ticity of the testimony, that Christ has already 
redeemed us from the curse and condemnation 
of the law, having been made a curse for us.* 

" Then cometh the end, when he shall have 
delivered up the kingdom to God, even the 
Father ; when he shall have put down all rule) 
and all authority and power. For he must reigny 
till he hath put all enemies under his feet* 
The last enemy that shall be destroyed, is 
death.^t ^^ Thou hast put all things in subjec* 
tion under his feet : for in that he put all in sub« 
jection under him, he left nothing that is not 
put under him, &c."t Here we find the united 
powers of both the Father and the Sony are to 
be exerted to put down or destroy all the rule^ 
authority, and power of every enemy, and de- 
stroy every inimical being ; for we arc told the 
last enemy shall be destroyed^ which is death. 

As a further evidence that Christ is both wil- 
ling and able to defeat the devil, and recover his 
own property out of his hands, we learn from 
Colos. i. IS, 16. that Christ is the image of the 
invisible God| the first born of every creature. 

•GaLuulS. tlC9r.xv,3*,S5,m tHcb.ii.«. 
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That by him were all things created, that are in 
Heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invis- 
ible, whether they be thrones or dominions, or 
principalities or powers ; all things were cre- 
ated (en auto) in him (di auto) by him, and 
(eia auton) for himself. 

It is therefore evident that the being who 
has had wisdom and power enough to create all 
things for himself, must of necessity have wis- 
dom and power enough to govern all things, and 
to assert his right to, and property in, all the 
souls which he has made ; and even to annihi- 
late the devil himself, should he have the te- 
merity to oppose him ! 

Is it not more reasonable to believe that the 
gracious being who created the souls of men, 
and endued them with such admirable faculties 
and powers, will also refine and purify them 
from any dross or foreign matter with which 
they may have been polluted ? Yes, he certainly 
will cleanse them, for he has promised in the 
1 3th Chap, of Zechanah, that he will refine 
them as silver is refined, and try them as gold is 
tried, and when this necessary operation \% 
compleated, he will say it is my people, and 
they shall say^ the Lord is my God ; or in oth- 
eir wordsi be willtiestroy the works t>f the devil 
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in them, and restore the image of God in the 
8ouls of men^ which he created on purpose for 
himself, to its former likeness^ and then will he 
acknowledge them to be his own people. 

*^ Then will I sprinkle clean water upon youy 
and ye shall be clean from all your filthine8s,and 
from all your idols will I cleanse you. A new 
heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will 
I put within you, and I will take away the stony 
heart out of your flesh. And I will put my 
spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my 
statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments and 
do them. And ye shall dwell in the land that 
I gave to your fathers, and ye sAaiihe myfieofiic^ 
and I will be your God."* 

^ Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that 
I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel, and with the house of Judah ; not ac- 
cording to the covenant that I made with their 
fathers in the day that I took them by the hand 
to bring them out of the land of Egypt; (which 
my covenant they brake, although I was an hus- 
.band unto them, saith the Lord:) But this shall 
be the covenant that I will make with the house 
of Israel; after those days^ saith the Lord, I will 

• Eiek. xxxvi. 25, 26, 27, 28. 
D 
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put my law in their inward parts^ and mtitt 
it in their hearts, and will be their ixod, and 
they s/tall be my fieqfile. And they shall teach 
no more every man his neighbour, and every 
man his brother, saying, know the Lord : for 
they shall a// know me, from the least of them 
unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord : for 
I will forgive their itiiquity, and 1 will remem* 
ber their sin no more.*'* 

Doctor Stonehouse very justly observes, <' if 
all this be true, how idle the supposition, that 
Satan shall be lord of corrupted nature, so long 
as is Christ of restored nature 1 or that sinners 
shall be sinners in hell eternally irrecoverably I 
Does the scriptures teach us so ? 

" For this purpose the Son of God was mani- 
fested that he might destroy the works of the 
deviL**^ He will therefore most surely destroy 
them, and reduce them to nothing ; and how ? 
In a few instances only ? But his work will be a 
perfect and accomplished work, extending to 
every individual : yea, if he should fail in any 
single instance, his workin that degree would fall 
short of the purposes of his will, seeing he will 
have all men to be restored, and come to the ac« 

• Jcr. xxxi. 31, 32, 33, 34. f 1 John iii. 8. 
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knowledgemeat of the truth ; which is only say- 
ing, in othqr terms, that he will have all the 
. mischievous works of satan in every roan to be 
utterly de&ated and invalidated i he will have 
all to be. resUMred to life in him. 

^< But besides these considerations, are not 
lost souls declared expressly to be our Saviour's ? 
Are we not absufed that the lost are those very 
souls which he came to seek and to restore ? 
So far are these from being unsusceptible of res- 
toration, that they are the very destined subjects 
,Qfhis restoring power, the reason that he is 
. ifpw God man; This is a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to restore and deliver sinners."* 

A% a farther evidence that Christ is both wil- 
ling and able to deSitroy the works of the devil 
10 the souls pf men, it is declared that he appear- 
ed in the fi^sh, and submitted to a painful death, 
that he might desti^py him that hath the power 
pf death, even the devil himself.f When the 
devil is destroyed, how shall he hold an ever- 
lasting possession of the souls of the wicked ? 
And where shall the wicked be found after the 
^rks of tl^e devtiarp. ^U destroyed ? 

•1 Tim. .1.15. JHeb. ii. 14. 
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But if it should really prove true, agreeable 
to the generally received opinion, that God can 
neither destroy the devil nor his works, it will 
be a most curious question, why an omnipo- 
tent God should create another being more om'^ 
nipotent than himself ? 

The matter is bow fairly at issue. Christ 
has already suffered that death which was to be 
the means of accomplishing these three impor- 
tant purposes, viz. to be the Saviour of the worldf 
and to destroy the devil, and also his works : 
and God is now in Christ, reconciling the world 
to himself, not imputing their trespasses unta 
them.* 

But the greatest number of our public teach- 
ers take great pains to persuade us, that none ot 
these three important fiurftoses will ever be ac» 
complished ; while some of them boldly affirm 
that God never wished or intended that Christ 
should be the Saviour of the whole world of man* 
kind, but only of a few individuals, which h« 
had arbitrarily chosen out of his mere good pleai> 
sure, and abandoned the remainder, an helpless 
prey to the perpetual dominion of the devil I 
while others alledge, that God was favourably 

• 3 Con v. 19. 
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disposed towards tbe whole human race, until 
Hhe unfortunate failure and defection of tlie re- 
presentative which the Deity had chosen to aq;t 
for U8. But when Adam transgressed and fell, 
*hey say that his posterity lost communion 
with God, are under his curse, and so made 
liable to all the miseries of this life, to death it- 
self, and tothe pains of hell forever I 

By this fatal misfortune, Ihey also assert, that 
jDur very nature and dispositions became so cor- 
^rupted and contaminated, as to render us mo- 
•rally incapable of doing any thing that is good 
or acceptable to God, and are rendered capable 
of committing crimes that are infinitely evil. 
And in tliis deplorable and helpless condition 
<into which we were brought by the purpose 
and appointment of the Deity) they contend 
*that it is perfectly 7M«^ in the Deity to deny and 
-preclude any number from the benefits rcsuliing 
from the sufferings, death, and perfect righte- 
ousness of Christ, who tasted death for every 
•man, and gave himself a ransom for all ; and 
consign us to the -peaceable, indisputed domin- 
•^ ion. of the deviL 

The Deity knew positively when he consti- 
tuted Adam our head and representative, tliat 
'he would transgress : but he never intended. 
1)2 
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that we should suffer any inconvenience from 
the choice which he made for us. He laid this 
plan to convince mankind hy experience, that 
imperfect beings, just entering on their first 
stage of action, were incapable of observing and 
keeping his laws perfectly : but as his laws re-> 
quired perfect obedience, which we could not 
possibly yield, he made choice of a person most 
perfectly qualified, in all respects, to be our pro- 
phet, priest, and king ; by whose merits and 
righteousness God is reconciled to the worldt 
and is now in Christ, reconciling the world to 
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them. 

As this work has been undertaken, and is 
now progressing, under the direction of an om^ 
niscient, omnipotent God and most benevolent 
mediator, who gave himself a ransom for alij ta 
be testified in due time, we are confident that he 
will compleatly accomplish all his benevolent, 
purposes towards the whole human race, not- 
withstanding the pains that has been taken, by 
the advocates for the eternal duration of «« and 
misert/y in conjuring up a devil, which they re* 
present to be an overmatch for a God of infinite 
goodness, wisdom, and almighty power : and ta 
render their hypothesis the more feasible, they 
endeavour to reduce the moral character of the 
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Deity to correspond as nearly as possible with 
that of his most implacable enemy ; some of 
' them affirming boldly, that God has created vast 
numbers to be vessels of wrath fitted for de- 
struction ; and in proof of this horrid opinion^ 
they quote the 17th verse of the ixth chapter of 
Romans, viz. For the scripture saith unto Pha* 
raoh, even for this same purpose have I raised 
thee up, that I might shew my power in thee ; 
and that my name might be declared through- 
out all the earth. But what connexion can we 
possibly perceive between the circumstance of 
God's raising up Pharaoh to be king of Egypt, 
and chastising him severely for his cruel, tyraTH 
nical conduct, to be a lasting example to all 
future tyrants, and in creating milions of souls 
on purpose to damn them eternally, to shew his 
irresistible power ? But can any unprejudiced 
person possibly believe, that a God of infinite 
goodness, wisdom, and almighty power, should 
introduce into his system such an infinity oiam 
and endless misery 9 to give him an opportunity 
to display his almighty power, by crushing a 
few reptiles, mortals whose existence even for 
a moment depends on his sustaining power ? 

They also endeavour to persuade us, that he 
hath rendered finite beings morally incapable of 
doing any action acceptable to God ; but as if 
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jUbsurdity knew not where to stop, they repre- 
sent every sin committed by finite beings to be 
each an infinite evil^io afford him an opportuiuty 
of shewing his great aversion to sin and sinnei^ 
and to gratify his vindictive justice in punishing 
jihem throughout eternal ages. If they ace crim^ 
ioal who traduce the characters of their fellow 
mortals, how ijnuch more criminal must they be 
(agreeably to their own standard) w)io misrep* 
•resent the moral character of the merciful par«^ 
ent of the human race 1 



Archbishop Tillotson (than whom none-bet- 
^riunderstood human nature) says, that "ac- 
cording as men's notions of God are^ such will 
ulheir .religion be. If they have^gross and false 
.-conceptions of God, their religion will be absurd 
«and superstitious. If men fancy God to be aa 
ill-natured being, armed with infinite power, 
who takes delight in the misery oxid ruin of his 
^€reatures, and is ready to take all advantages 
•Against them, they may fear him, but they will 
abo Aa^(? Aim ; and they will be apt to be such 
itowards one another as they fancy God to be 
towards them ; for all religion doth naturally 
incline men to imitate him whom they wor- 
.«hip." 
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Doctor Scott) to root out all such injurioui 
notions as derogate from the goodness of God| 
very justly observes, that " God being infinitely 
good in his own nature, it is impossible we 
should conceive him to be better than he is ; 
and therefore every false notion we entertain of 
his goodness, must detract from it ; and so 
much as we detract from his goodness, so much 
we detract from the principal reason and motive 
of our loving him.'' 

There is scarcely a more self-evident truth 
in nature, than that it is impossible that any ra» 
tional being who does not iorve Godj can be hap« 
l>y ; and as impossible, that the being yrho/ean 
and hates Gk>d, should not be miserable. They 
are therefore enemies to both God and man, who 
insinuate that God is a cruel, partial, passion* 
ate, vindictive being, that has dragged millions 
of souls ifljiiexistence which he positively knew 
would be eternally miserable; which might 
have been prevented either by omitting to ere* 
ate them, or by reforming them, as he had done 
with many thousands as bad as those whom he 
rejected ; Tor no created being can resist his 
mil. Christ advises us to love our enemies, to 
bless them that curse us, to do good to them 
that hate uS) and pray for those who persecute 
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,us.* And inculcates these godlike principles as 
corresponding with the dis|K)sition and moral 
character of our most merciful Father. 

But many of our teachers (who call them- 
telves orthodox) tell us, that there are vast nunv 
bers of God's enemies that he never will fbrgivoy 
but will pursue them with the most implacable 
vengeance throughout eternal ages (as tbejr 
pretend) to satisfy divine justicei lyhich will 
never be accomplished ; and all this cruelty is 
exercised because the sinner did not perform 
what they acknowledge he was never able to dp; 
thai is, he could not workout his own, salvation 
^by his own righteousness ; and the perfect rigb- 
teousness of Christ had never been imputed to 
hlmy by which alone any human being can be 
«aved. For it is Christ " who gave himself 
ibr us> that he might redeem us from all iniquity^ 
and purify unto himself a peculiar people zeal- 
ous of good works."t It is certain tliat j^o h.u« 
jgfian being can be received into Heaven until 
they are redeemed from all iniquity, wd puri* 
fied to such a degree as to render them ^alous 
.of good works. But it is also as certain, from 
scripture, that they cannot redeem and fiuriff 
themselves : for we are told by Christ himaelf, 

• Luke vi. 27. t Titos ii. If 
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Uiat ^ no man can come to me, except the Fa*' 
ther wliich hath sent me draw him ; and I will 
raise him up at the last day. It is written in 
the prophets, and they shall be all taught of 
God, &c."» 

Christ, to evince the entire dependence of ev- 
ery created being upon his Father, declares ex« 
plicitly^ both in the 19th and SOth verses of the 
nth chapter of John, that he ^f him self could do 
nothing. If this was the case with Christ, how 
much more so must it be with us poor, weakf 
ignorant mortals ? Although it is absolutely ne* 
cessary that we should come to Christ, h% tells uSf 
that no man can come to him, unless the Fa- 
ther draw him, and he will raise him up at the 
last day ; but they wtll not be left in this help* 
less condition ', for he assures us in the next verse^ 
that they shall all be taught of God ; alluding 
to ^'Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that 
I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel, and with the house of Judah ; not accord- 
ing to the covenant that I made with their fa- 
thers in the day that I took thetn by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt ; (which 
my covenant they brake, although I was an hus- 
band unto them,8aith the Lord:) But this shall 

• John vi. 4*1, 45. 
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be the covenant that I will make with the house 
of Israel, after those days, saith the Lord ; I will 
put my law in their inward parts, and write it 
in their hearts ; and will be their God^ and thej 
shall be myfieofile. And thejr shall teach no more 
every man his neighbour, and every man his 
brother, saying, know the Lord, for they shall 
all know me from the least of them unto the 
greatest of them, saith the Lord : for I will for- 
give their iniquity, and I will remember their 
sin no more."* << In those days, and in that time^ 
saith the Lord, the iniquity of Israel shall be 
sought for, and there shall be none, and the ainB 
of Judah, and they shall not be found ; for I will 
pardon them whom I reserve."t 

This is properly termed the covenant o^grace^ 
in contradistinction to the covenant of works. 
This, St. Paul tells the Hebrews, is a^ better 
covenant than the other, being established upon 
better promises. 

Under this new and better covenant, the 
Lord himself hath promised to instruct us in 
a way in which we cannot mistake his mean- 
ing ; when the Lord shall write his law in their 
hearts, then shall the illiterate children of men 

• Jer. xxxi. 31, 32, 33, 34. f Jer. 1. 20. 
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be no longed perplexed with the discordatit sys* 
terns of their teachers, who all pretend to knoW 
God, and to declare what they call his wiV/ with 
the greatest confidence, when perhaps scarcely 
more than two in ten do perfectly agree ; while 
some of them tell us, that God is so good and 
gracious, that it is his will that all men should 
1>e saved} and come to the knowledge of the 
truth.* 

That Christ is the firqtUtiattm for the sins of 
the whole worldJ*\ , 

That Christ gave himself a ranaom/br allj to 
be testified in due time.f 

That the Father sent the Son to be the &- 
viour of the world,\\ 

That Christ died for all, Sec. That God wai 
in Christ, reconciling' the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto ihem.** 

That Christ tasted death for every man. That 
he MiWl destroy him that hath the power oideathf 
that Is, the devil ; and deliver tliem, who, through 

• 1 tira. ii. 4. \\ John ii. ^. %\ Tim. ii. €^ 
Ij 1 John iv. 14. V 2 Cor. v. 14^ 15, 19^ 

I: ■■ 
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fear of deaths \rere all their lifetime subject to 
bondage.* 

That the Son of God was manifested on pur- 
pose to destroy the works of the devil.t 

That Christ hath made peace through the 
blood of his cross, and will reconcile all things 
jto his Father.J 

That Christ will take and bear away the ein 
oftheworld.il 

That the free gift came upon all men to the 
justification of life.** 

That every knee will bow to Jesus, and every 
tongue confess that he is Lord.ft 

And that whosoever shall confess that Jesus 
is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he 
in God4t 

That Christ hath obtained eternal redemfuion 
for us.llll 



• Hcb. ii. 9, U, 15. 1 1 John iii. 8. \ Col. 
i. 20. II John i. 29. •» Rom. v. 18. ft Phil, 
ii. 10. it 1 John iv. 15. ||j| Hcb. ix. 12. 
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That Christ <^ was wounded for our trans- 
gressions, he was bruised for our iniquities ; 
the chastisement of our peace was upon him ; 
and with his stripes we are healed. All we, like 
sheep, have gone astray ; we have turned every- 
one to his own way : and the Lord hath laid oa 
him the iniqiUty of ua all.*** 

They also ground their tenets upon a most 
explicit promise of Christ himself upon a very 
solemn occasion, that of his death, saying, << And 
I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
men unto me. (This he 8aid> signifying what 
death he should die.)"t 

• The promise of salvation to allmen^ is so exf 
plicitly declared in this text, that the ingenuity 
of man cannot pervert its meaning. The be* 
ings to whom the promise is made, are, in the 
original Greek, fiantaa anlArofioua^yvhich in Eng^* 
lish is, all men. 

If, therefore, we consider that this promise 
was made by Christ himself, in a solemn hour 
when his soul was sore troubled in contempla- 
ting the near approach ofhis crucifixion, and as 
we are assured that one part of the condition on 

• Isa. liii. 5, 6. t Jo^n ^ii. 32, 33» 
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which the promise was predicated, has been 
fulfilled) to wit, his being lifted ufi from the eartfii 
we have' sufficient cause to believe that he will 
draw all men unto him according to his wishf 
that where he was, they might be alsoj that 
they might behold his glory. 

But those who appear to be fond of perpetu^ 
ating the reign of sin and maery^ and establish- 
ing the kingdom of the devil on as permanent 
and durable foundation as that of Jehovah, preach 
a very different doctrine, and although the vari- 
ous denominations of Christians differ greatly 
in many things, they all agree in asserting that 
God has created a vast number of souls which he 
positively knew would suffer the most excrucia- 
ting torments in hell flames, throughout an end- 
less eternity. The most moderate class only 
affirm, that God foreknew and permitted this 
horrid calamity, but did not decree that this 
should inevitably be the fate of any oneof theae^ 
we would beg leave to enquire, 

JFirsty Whether Ihey deem it possible for any 
person to avoid a fate which the Deity positive* 
ly knew awaited him ? 

Secondly^ By what means had these nonenti>» 
ties offended him? before they were created? to 
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proYoke him to drag them into existence un- 
der these deplorable circumstances ? 

JTUrdltfi Had juatice diii^mercy\)t^n consulted 
in this transaction i 



Fourthly^i Did that insatiable justice (which 
we are told has not been satisfi ed with the mer- 
its, death, and sufferings of Christ for the sins of 
mankind) connive at this proceeding, knowing 
that it would furnish a vast number of subjects, 
whereon to wreck his inexorable vengeance at a 
future period ? 

Fifihlyy If Christ our present head^ hath taated 
death for every many and is the propiliation for 
the eins of the whole worlds and also redeemed 
U8 from the curse of the law of works, upon 
what law is this second claim and denunciation 
founded ? Surely not on any law contained in the 
covenant of grace. God's juatice has been al- 
ready satisfied by the merits, death, and suffer- 
ings of Christ, whereby God is reconciled to the 
world, and is now in Christ, reconciling the 
world to himself, not imputing their tres- 
passes unto them. We would now ask any 
candid, unprejudiced person, if God is now in 
Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them, on >Yhat 
e2 ' 
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pretence can the damon revenge (whicli Calvin 
and his adherents has dignified with the sacred 
name o^ justice) pursue us with implacable ven* 
^eance throughout eternal ages ? 

The Universalists teach us, that the future 
iialvation of mankind depends entirely on the 
benevolence, wisdom, and power of God....that 
his infinite benevolence inspired him to create 
them....his infinite wiBdom laid the plan for their 
redemption*. ..and hh infinite fiower must and 
ivill accomplish all his purposes, although earth 
and hell should arise in opposition against him. 
How irrational ! how unscriptural is it to suppose 
that God created any numbefof the human race 
on purpose to make them eternally miserable 1 

Be candid, gentle reader, lay the prejudice oB ^ 
education aside, and examine the evidences for 
and against the doctrine of eternal punishment 
with freedom. The subject is certainly weigh ty^ 
rand important, and claims your serious at« 
tention and diligent enquiry. The honour of 
God, and the good of mankind, are involved in 
its discussion and decision. If it is of impor«« 
lance for us to love God, it is certainly necest 
sary that we should know his true character^ 
which is all glorious. When strippedof themon* 
strous imputations oipartiaHty and cruelty at* 



55 

ttibuted to him hj numbers who are influenced 
more by custom and tradition than by scripture 
and reason^ it is a melancholy truth, that there 
are many absurd doctrines founded upon a par)> 
tial knowledge and erroneous construction of the 
scriptures ; thrS circumstance alone should in- 
duce us to examine lor ourselves, and not con« 
fide, too £au*, in the assumed infallibility of anjr 
set or sect of men ; and, above all, should we 
suspect the tenets of those who attribute to the 
Deity acts, of injustice and cruelty, that would 
scandalize and bkicken the character of a Nero. 
etraaHerod. 

The doctrine of predeslinatioa, as taught by 
John Calvin, is clearly of this kind. See his 
definition of predestination in the 21st chapter 
pf the third book of his institution of the Chris* 
tian Religion, 440lh page, in the words follow-. 
iBg, to wit, " Predestination we call the eternal 
decree of God, whereby he had it determined 
with himself what he vnlled to become of every 
man: for aH are not created to like estate ; bufr 
aoHie to eternal life^ and some to eternal doTn^ 
-neakm is fore-appointed. Therefc;re, as every- 
vuui is created to the one or other end, so we 
wy, that he is predestinate, either to life or 
death, foL 443. This council, as touchmg the. 
clect> we say, is grounded upon his &^tt meixi^v 
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without any respect to the worthiness of man ; 
but whom he appointeth to damnation, to them, 
by his just, indeed, and irreprehensible, but also 
incomprehensible judgment, the entry i>f Itfe is 
blocked u/i ! 

- *' Now in the elect, we set vocation to be the 
testimony of election ; and then justification to 
be another sign, on the manifest shewing of it, 
till they come to glory, wherein is the fulfilling 
of it. But as by vocation and election God 
maketh his elect ; so by shutting out the repro* 
batcy either from the knotoledge of his name^ or 
from the sanctification of his spirit^ he doth, as 
it were, by these marks, open what judgment 
abideth for them.** 

- According to this scheme, the elect and thlB 
devil are the only parties who are under the 
least obligation to the Deity ; the elect for the 
unmerited partiality shewn to them ; and the 
devil must be ungrateful, indeed, if he does not 
exert himself to the uttermost to inflict the 
most infernal tortures on those souls which 
Calvin supposes God to have made on purpose 
for him, to people his infernal kingdom, and 
establish it upon a permanent foundation. Is 
it not an happy circumstance when Monarchs 
agree to assist each other in sugh a cordial 
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manner ? The poor devil could not create sub** 
jects for himself, but, by Calvin's contrivance! 
we find him amply accommodated. If all this 
be true, how egregiously must John have been 
mistaken, vrhen he tells us, that the Son of God 
was manifested on purpose to destroy the vrorks 
of the devil I* But before we implicitly adgpt 
this scheme, permit us to make use of a little 
eamal reason to analyze it, and enquire by what 
means the reprobate becomes a subject justly 
liable to eternal punishment. 

When God created the seul of the reprobate^ 
he certmnly made it what he wished it to be | 
and the poor reprobate had no choice respecting 
irhat he should be, whether good or bad..., 
whether an angel or devil. If it was the wili 
of God (even before he created him) that ho 
should be a refirobate and a sinner ^ that he might 
be eternally damned^ could the poor, miserable 
being h^ justly blamed for being what the Deity 
had made him, without his knowledge or con- 
sent ? If he was constituted in such a manner 
as to bring his << damnation with him, out of 
his mother's belly," it certainly could not be his 
fi^j but a most deplorable misfortune. But 
casq any rational being, who is not entirely blind- 

^ ^lJohniii.B. 
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€d by the prejudice of education, believe that 
anyperson can be justly punished for submiiting 
to an inevitable misfortune which it never >?as 
in their power to avoid or prevent ? But we are 
told that the damnation of the reprobate isjuatf 
because he will not come to Christ, that he might 
be saved. But does not Christ tell us, explicit- 
ly, that no man can come unto him except the 
Father draw him ?* But instead of the Fathet 
being disposed to draw the reprobate^ Ca Ivin 
tells us, " that he has blocked up the entry 
of life against him, and shut him out both from 
the knowledge of his name, and from the sanc- 
tification of his spirit." 

God is the source and fountain of all good* 
hess of every kind, and there is no other source 
in the universe from whence it can be derived 
but from him. If, therefore, he creates humati 
beingsy and refuses to communicate any of his. 
goodness to them, can it possibly' be tither just 
or merciful to damn them eternally for the want 
of that goodness, which it was impossible for 
them to obtain ? 

It is no wonder that those who have preached 
this doctrine have laboured to persuade people 

• John vi. 44. 
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to abandon the use of their reason ; for, until 
this is done, it is impossible to believe it. The 
prejudice of education has implanted it in the 
infant mind, and may yet preserve some vestiges 
of it for some time longer ; but as it can neither 
stand the test of reason, nor the true theological 
standard, "which is founded upon the glorious 
attributes of the Deity, it must finally fall ; and 
it is high time that it should be discarded ; for 
it has already stocked the world with deists, 
and the Clergy now find great fault with the 
effects which the absurdity of their own tenets 
have naturally produced : for whenever people 
can divest themselves of the prejudice of ed\;- 
jcatiouy and begin to reason on this subject, and 
are led to believe that these God-dishonouring 
sentiments are contained in the scriptures, they 
rather choose to be directed by the light of na- 
ture 9nd experience ; which teaches them that 
the Deity is the most benevolent, impartial, 
bountiful, and merciful being in existence, than 
to believe without, or rather contrary to, both 
reason and experience, that he is the most par- 
tial, cruel, revengeful, implacable, and unjust 
being in the universe, creating reprobates, and 
^rdng them into the world, under his wrath 
jmd curse, and then damning them eternally 
iar being what he had made them ! 
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If this doctrine is not the unflardenable dn^ ifc 
is certainly very nearly allied to it. The un- 
pardonable sin of the Jews consisted in insinu- 
ating that Christ was in league with the devil, 
by .which means he acquired the power to cast 
but devils by the assistance of Beelzebub, the 
prince of devils. If we could suppose this com- 
pact possible, it was calculated to be productive 
of some good to the poor wretches out (^whom 
the devils were cast. But Covin's assertioni 
that God creates souls which he has reprobat^ 
by an eternal decree, and blocked up the entry 
of life against them, shut them out itoto^ the 
li^wledge of his name, and from the sanctifiea<« 
tion of his spirit, and appoints them to eternal 
damnation, thereby consigning them to the do* 
ininionof the devil, to people the infernal regionsi 
and establish the reign of vice and miaery upon 
$Xi eternal basis, that can never be shakeB^ is 
certainly worse. 

This is such a malignant aspersion of the 
moral character of the Deity, that the sin of the 
Jews seems to vanish in the comparison. — ^But 
we need no better evidence to prove that this is 
ii most groundless calumny, than the mercifcd 
forbearance of God : for if he was such a wrath- 
ful, revengeful being as they represent him to 
be, he would strike them dead in the very act 
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of defaming him, \rhose kind providence is pro 
tecting them from evil every moment. But we 
hope that Christ will make the same apology 
for them that he did for the Jews, saying, Fathefi 
forgive them, for they know not what they do. 
This scheme (by which they suppose ihe Satan- 
ic empire amply stocked with subjects, properly 
qualified for that region) they have dignified 
with the appellation of the covenant of grace. 
This they proclaim as glad tidings to all men ; 
this they call bringing life and immortality to 
light 1 If this be a covenant of grace, it is very 
different from that which the Lord has promis- 
ed to make with the people of Israel and Judah^ 
when he will put his law in their inward parts^ 
and write it in their hearts, and will be their God^ 
and they shall be his people ; and the Lord him- 
self shall be their teacher, when they shall all 
know him, from the least of them to the great- 
est of them : and will forgive their iniquity, a^d 
will remember their sin no more. 

It surely is not in his nature 
To be cruel as the grave : 
Believe not our divine Creator 
Will destroy what he can save. 
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A Dialogue between a PartiaUat and <m Univer* 
aaliat. , 

Par. Sir, motives of friendship have induced 
me to call upon you this morning, to converse 
ivith you upon a subject which has agitated the 
public mind for some time past. I mean the 
doctrine of the universal restoration of aU men 
to the favour of God ; which has been fairly 
confuted,, and cut up by the roots, in three ser- 
mons lately preached by the Rev. Mr. George 
Strebeck ; who has demonstrated that sin is an 
infinite evil, and therefore justly subjects the 
sinner to an infinite punishnient : and as I have 
been informed that you are writing in favour 
of this doctrine, which is now fairly invalidated, 
I wish you to retreat from the field in time, and 
not wait until you are driven out with disgrace; 
for your strongest fortress is already taken by 
storm. 

Univ. Pray, Sir, has Mr. Strebeck demon* 
strated that sin has had an eternal existence as 
a self-existent, evil principle ? 

Par. No : I conceive he is not so simple as 
to believe such an absurdity. 

Univ. By what arguments^ then, does he at- 
tempt to prove, that any thing can be infinite 
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which has not had an eternal existence ? We 
know only of three infinites^ which are God| 
eternity, and space ; and these have existed 
necessaiily and eternally. ...they never have had 
a beginning, and can never have an end....they 
cannot admit of any augmentation, diminu- 
tion, or any possible change. But if Mr. Strei 
beck imagines that he has discovered a kind of 
compound, factitious infinities, which have been 
produced by an illicit act of a finite agent, act* 
ing upon the irascible fiasaiona of an infinite be« 
ing, he has certainly made a new discovery, for 
which he should obtain a patent. If he has 
been successful in proving sin to be an infinite 
evil, he has done more than he intended : for 
the same arguments that will fairly prove sin 
to be infinite, will also prove it to be indestructi- 
ble ; for that which is absolutely infinite, can 
neither be destroyed in-whole or in part ; but 
must be as immutable as God, eternity, and 
space. If sin is not an eternal principle (as the 
Manichxans suppose) it cannot be infinite ; for 
were we even to suppose with Mr. Strcbeck, 
that it derived some part of its infinity from the 
infinite displeasure of God, it would even in 
that case be finite, having had a beginning ; and 
whatever has had a beginning, must also come 
to an end, unless it is sustained in being by in- 
finite power J and we cannot reasonably sup- 
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pose that God will exert his infinite power to 
fieriietuate sin and»M>ffrt/, which are acknowled- 
ged to be the works of the devil, who, being a 
^nite agent, could not be the cause of any thing 
infinite, as no came can produce an effect supe- 
lior to itself. 

It is evident that whatever is infinite^ cannot 
admit of either increase or diminution ; for a 
progressive or mutable infinity is a contradic- 
tion in terms ; for if an addition can be made, 
it is evident that it was not infinite previous, to 
.such addition : for example, if every sin is an 
infinite crime,* A. commits a crime to-day, 
W{)]ch renders him infinitely criminal ; he 
commits another sin next day....he must now^ 
either be more than infinitely criminal, or the 
first crime being infinite, precluded the possi- 
bility of increase. According to this scheme, 
«» would be an absolute unity that could admit 
of no addition. But if we were, for argument 
sake, to admit this statement, that the first sin 
being infinite, could admit of no augmentation, 
it frill not support the conclusion whichMr.Stre- 
beck wishes to establish, viz. that because sin' 
is an infinite evil, it is just to inflict an infinite 
punishment upon the sinner ; as it will be re- 
membered that his most weighty argument to 
prove sin to be an infinite evil, is, that Christ 
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has made an hifinite atonement and Batiafactioniot 
sin; agreeably to the phraseology of John, 
when he saw Jesus coming to himi says, Be- 
hold the lamb of God> which taketh away the 
«w of the world,* Now if Christ (who is the 
head of every man) has made an infinite atone- 
ment and satisfaction for nn in the aggregate, 
to wit, the sin of the world, how can it be either 
just or merciful to inflict an infinite punishment 
upon the persons for whose sins an infinite 
atonement has been made by the Saviour of the 
world, who hath tasted death for every man ?t 
And who is also the propitiation for the nna of 
the mohok world.f 

John testifies, that the Father sent the Son to 
be the Saviour of the world, § and not as the 
Partialists conceive, the Saviour of a few indi- 
viduals ; the majority being consigned to the 
devil, not because the Deity couldnot save them, 
but because he did not vnah to do it ! But what 
win become of this fine scheme, if what we 
are told by John be true, to wit, that the Son of 
God was manifested, on purpose to destroy the 
works of the devil,|| which are acknowledged 
to be sin and misery ? However, if Mr. Stre- 

• John i. 29. f Hcb. ii. 9. ^ 1 John ii. I, 2. 

\ 1 John iv. 14. II 1 John iii. 8. 

F2 
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beck can fairly demonstrate that sin is an infi- 
nite evil, we must grant that it cannot be de- 
stroyed ; and, in consequence, that Christ's mis- 
sion must prove abortive. 

But as we conceive that there cannot be a 
tnore self-evident axiom, than that whatever 
has not been infinite eternally cannot be made 
feo in time (not even a parte post) without the im- 
tnediate sustaining power of God ; and as God 
lias sent his beloved Son into the world to destroy 
the works of the devil ; and not only his workst 
but the old traitor himself;* we therefore can- 
not believe that God is divided against him- 
self, or that Christ, mistaking the design of his 
mission, should, instead of destroying the worics 
of the devil, destroy the souls of men, who. were 
created Cen auto J in him (diautoj by him, and 
(eia auton) for himself,! should he stock the 
infernal regions with subjects, and establish the 
kingdom and dominion of the devil upon a basis 
equally .permanent with that of his Father.... 
Was it for this purpose he was sent intoHhe 
world ? No, verily, he was sent to be the Sa.-^ 
viour of the world ;t and to do the wi/l of his 
Father, whose will is, that all men should be 
mved^QXidi come unto the knowledge of the truthj 

• Hcb. ii. 14. t Colos. i. 16, %\ John iv. 14. 
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and for this purpose he gave himself a ransom, 
for ally to be testified in due time :* and we 
trust he will not leave the ransomed in posses- 
sion of the enemy : for he has promised, that 
if he should be lifted up from the earth, he 
would draw (fiantaa anthrofiouaj that is, all men 
unto him.t And because he i s faithful who hath 
promised, we believe him. St. Paul told the 
Galatians seventeen himdred years ago, that 
Christ had redeemed us from the curse of the 
laW) being made a curse for us.| But we shall 
gain little by a redemfition from the curse of the 
iawj if Mr. Strebeck has discovered a curse of 
the gos/iel that will answer the purpose quite as 
well. But if we can collect his precise mean- 
ing from the circuitous method by which he en- 
deavours to prove the truth of one controvertible 
proposition by another, which requires proof as 
much as the first, we will endeavour to analyze 
the subject more critically. The drift of his 
circular argument appears to be an attempt to 
prove, that the dignity of the being offended, 
and not the knowledge or capacity of the being 
offending, constitutes the scale or standard of 
criminality. He observes in the i25th page, 
that ^< It is material to the present argument, to 
understand distinctly in what point of light the 

• 1 Tim. ii. S,4f,6, f John xii. 32. t ^^1* i"* ^^ 
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Universalists consider sin.'* He then states 
Doctor Chauncey*s sentiments, who says,'" In 
what point of light soever we take a view of sin, 
it is certainly in its nature a finite evil. It is 
the fault of a finite creature, and the effect of 
finite principles, passions, and appetites." ThiSy 
says he, is the light in which he (Dr. Chauncey) 
considered sin. And now follows the conclu- 
sion which he draws from this view of it. " To 
Say^that the sinner is doomed to infinite misery 
for the finite faults of a finite life, looks like a 
reflection on the infinite jttstice and goodness of 
God.'' 

Mr. S. then observes, that the whole stress of 
the argument rests upon this inquiry, whether 
sin be a finite or an infinite evil ? It is of impor« 
tance to examine this subject, for if sin be but 
a finite evil, the conclusion would be undeniably 
correct, that it would be unjtisg in God tofiunMh 
the sinner eternally for his finite ofibnces. He 
Says, considered subjectively, as the mere act of 
a finite being, it would appear that sin is only a 
finite evil. But we are to reason on the hein- 
ousness of offences, not only from the state of 
the subject^ but likewise from that of the objeci 
of them. He then states a case to shew the dif- 
ferent degrees of criminality, of which a person 
would be guilty> who might have offended hift 
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fenowsubjecty or 9i/irince his lawful sovereign. 
The ofience in the first case might only amount 
to an assault or defamation, but in the latter 
case to high treason. He then argues, that as 
sin is committed against God, an infinite beings 
it must, in an objective point of light, be an infi- 
nite evil.M.that a just God was displeased with 
sin, who, being infinite, his displeasure must be 
infinite also....and that as God was infinitely dis- 
pleased, the evil of sin, at which he was offended, 
must have been infinite also. 

The drift of this circuitous argument appears 
to be designed to prove, that the dignity of the 
being. offended, and not the knowledge and ca-r 
pacity of the being offending, constitutes thp 
scale or standard of criminality. 

. This is the extrinsic cause which he conceives 
capable of transmuting or converting Jiniie 
crimes into infinite evils, which are so very offen- 
sive to the Deity that it creates in him an infinite 
degree of displeasure. To be eternally under 
the influence of infinite anger or displeasure, 
would certainly be a most unpleasant situation ; 
and we humbly conceive, that if God could, 
strictly speaking, be made angry, provoked, or 
grieved by the conduct of us wretched mortals, 
be would not enjoy a moments quiet> but must 
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be much more miserable than the most unhappy 
of his creatures. But if we may be indulged in 
the use of a little carnal reason, we will venture 
to analyze this infinite principle, by which he 
supposes finite crimes to be convertable into in- 
finite evils, to wit, the dignity of the being of-* 
fended. If this be true, it is evident that an ac- 
tion simply finite, acquires its infinity and ma- 
lignity from an adventitious, extrinsic cause, o£ 
which the agent must, ip many cases, be entire- 
ly ignorant. This must be the case with all 
idiots ; and it is evident that the degree of crim- 
inality must vary with every variation of the de- 
grees of knowledge of the persons who might 
commit the same crime. For example, supposa 
the best informed Clergyman, and the most igw 
. norant savage, both to be guilty of mce*^, by co» 
habiting with their own sisters ; would any judi- 
jcious person pronounce them equally criminal T 
Common sense declares they would not. And 
the apology which Christ made for the Jews, 
who were crucifying him, confirms the judg« 
mentj when he prayed to his Father to forgive 
them, he offers this cogent reason why it would 
be equitable to forgive them, to wit, because they 
know not what they do I If the Jews had posi^ 
tively known that they were crucifying the Son 
of God; the Saviour of the world, would not Mr» 
Strebeck himself pronounce them more crimi* 
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Dal on account of their certain knowledge of the 
extent and inaligiiity of the crime which they 
were perpetrating ? And if they were infinitely 
criminal without this knowledge^ would they not 
have been much more criminal if they had 
known it ? If so, agreeably to the premises, the 
conclusion must be^ that every sinner is infin* 
itely criminal ; but that some are infinitely more 
criminal than others. 

But here we will rest this part of the subject 
at present, until Mr. Strebeck can furnish us with 
a well graduated scale, by which we may calcu* 
latethe different degrees of infinity with as much 
precision as we now do yards, feet, and inches^ 
by the common scale, beginning with Calvin's 
infants who bring their damnation out of their 
mothers' belUesy who are said in the Westmin* 
•ter Catechism to be born under the tm-ath and 
tume of God, and so made liable to all the mis- 
eries of this life, to death itself, and to the fiams 
of hell forever ! and all tliis evil brought upon 
them, not by their own agency^ but by the trans- 
gression of a person which the Deity had ap- 
• pointed to act for them, near six thousand years 
ago. If it could possibly be either y««/ or mer- 
di&l to punish an infant eternally for the crime 
of another person, y«t surely this imfiuted gtdlt 
must be the lowest on the scale of infinity. And 
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those who traduce and misrepresent the moral 
character of the Deity, should form the highest 
grade on the scale, as certainly their crime is 
infinitely more infinite than any other. 

But common sense has yet another argument 
(sanctioned by the opinion of Bishop Tillotson) 
to combat this cruel, injurious doctrine, to wit, 
that <' the right which God hath in his crea- 
^ tures, is founded on the benefits he hath con- 
ferred on them, and the obligations they have 
to him on that account. Now there is none, 
who, because he has done a benefit, can have, 
by virtue of that, a right to do a greater evil th^n 
the good he has done amounts to ; and we think 
it next to madness to doubt whether extreme 
and eternal mhei^y be not a greater evil than 
simple being is a good,** 

All punishment which has not reformation 
for its end, is mere cruelty and malice, which 
can never be in God, nor can he in reality hate 
any thing which he has made, or be subject to 
such weakness or impotence as to act arbitra- 
rily, or out of spite, wrath, revenge, or any - 
self-interest ; and, consequently, whatever chas- 
tisement he inflicts, must be a mark of his/ovf, 
in not suffering his creatures to remain in that 
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TAiserable state which is inseparable from nn 
and wickedness. 

As God's infinite goodness appears in the 
sanctions as well as matter of his laws, so his 
infinite wisdom knows how to adjust the chas- 
tisement to the offence, that it may be exactly 
fitted to produce the desired amendment. Our 
greatest felicity consists in having such an im- 
partial, disinterested judge, as well as legis- 
lator} that whether he punishes or rewards, he 
acts alike for our good ; that being the end of 
all his laws> and consequently of the penalties 
as well as re^s^rds, which make them laws: 
whereas our c^ mrnon systems of divinity re- 
present him to b" full of wrath and fury, ready 
to glut himself with revenge for the injuries he 
has suffered by the breach of his laws. 

But we wish Mr. Strebeck to re-consider this 
subject candidly ; for if every sin be an infinite 
evil, it is evident that all sins would be reduced 
to a state of equality ; so that the boy who 
should steal a pigeon's e^^^ would be as crimi- 
nal as Judas Iscarioti or a person who might 
commit the unpardonable sin : for to assert in 
any case, where two things are infinite, that one 
Biay be vastly more infinite than the other, 
would be as absurd as if one should affirm, that 
O 
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Madeira wine was the best liquor possiblp, but 
that Tokay wine was vastly better ; that is, a 
great deal better than the best. 

^« What may be denominated gOQd or virtu- 
ous in a physical and moral sense I 

A, Whatever has a tendency to produce per- 
manent happiness. 

Q, What may be denominate^ vicij, or moral 
and physical evil ? 

A. Whatever has a tendency to produce and 
perpetuate discord, confusion, and iriisery. 

Q. Is not every rational being under an indis- 
pensable obligation to promote virtue and ra- 
tional happiness, and endeavour to obviate the 
evils which introduce and perpetuate misery \ 

A. Yes : this is an eternal, unchangeable law 
of nature, and of nature's God, ^d is of uni- 
versal obligation on every rational being, from 
the highest to the lowest, in proportion to their 
powers, situations, and capacities. Those who 
neglect to perform these duties, are delinquent j 
and those who transgress this law, by promoting 
vice, or causing needless misery, are criminal. 
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Q. Would not a bting possessing superior 
power, forfeit aH legitiniatc claim to the at- 
tributes of justice and benevolence, who should 
iJrag any nmnber of innocent, unoffending be- 
ings out of a situation in which they could suf- 
fer no positive injqry, and place them in a con- 
dition in which he positively knew they M'ould 
fiuffet every ^siWe evil, and be eternally pre- 
cluded from the enjoyment of every possible de^ 
gree of happiness ? 

A. Calvin attributes such conduct to the Dei- 
ty, and calls it/Kij/w/ 

It is certain that nonentity could not offend 
the Deity, nor could inanimate matter trans- 
gress his laws ; therefore the materials out of 
■ which we were formed, could not have provo- 
ked his displeasiire ; and although the parable 
df the potter and his lump of clay, may and does 
prove, that the Deity has a sovereign right to 
itiake a man and an archangel out of the same 
mass of matter, it can never prove that he has 
a right, founded in justice, to form an human 
being out of this unoffending mass, positively 
knowing that it would suffer every possible evil 
thTt>u'ghout eternal ages, and be precluded from 
the enjoyment of every possible good, when_all 
diis mischief ahd misery might have been pre- 
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Tented either by wiiling that all his rational crea- 
tures should be finally happy, or by omitting to 
create all those vfho many have supposed he 
has forced into existence without having wish^ 
ed or designed to render them finally happy I 

Q. But is it not more rational, more scriptural, 
and more conducive to the honour of God and 
the good of mankind, to teach, and to believe, 
that our heavenly Father, who has it completely 
in his power to make the most eligible choice 
for those subordinate beings who are entirely 
dependent upon him, should finally fix all his ra- 
tional creatures in a state of virtue and perma- 
nent felicity, than that he should abandon any 
of them to the permanent dominion of the devil» 
to 9in and st^er during eternal ages ? 

J. It is certainly most reasonable ; for as vtr- 
tue and hafipineas are evidently preferable to vice 
and miaeryy how can we believe that a God of 
infinite goodness, who must discern and prefer 
that which is bent^ should combine wiih the 
powers of darkness to establish the permanent 
reign of both mora/ Mi^iihyaical evil ? 

The advocates for the eternal duration oisin 
and miteri/i must conclude either that the Deity 
approves of the establishment of the deviVft 
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kingdom ; or, although he may view it as a 
nuisance, he is not able to destroy it. Botti these 
conclusions being absurdj we are constrained to 
believe the truth of what we are told, 1 John 
iii. 8. That the Son bf God was manifested on 
purpose to destroy the works of the devil, which 
works are evidently moralzxi^ physical evilj which 
we bfelieve he will effectually accomplish ; and 
that Christ will not satify himself with annihi- 
lating his works only, but will destroy the devil 
himself: for we read. Forasmuch, then, as the 
children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also 
himself Tikewise took part of the same ; that 
through death he might destroy him that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil.* Therefore, 
when sin, death, and the devil are destroyed, mis- 
ery must cease, for the sting of death is sin.... 
Then shall God " wipe away all tears from their 
eyes ; atid there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain: for -the forftter things are passed 
away."t 

To affirm with the rigrd Parlialists, that God 
has forced milUons of human beings into exist- 
ence under ai^ immutable decree of refirobationy 
and sentenced them to eternal torments long 
biifbro tliey ever did 6r couhi transgress, hi bias* 
♦Heb.ii.l4. fltev.xxu4. 
g2 
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pheming the moral character of God. But there 
are many well meaning people, who, although 
they decry the horrid opinion that the Deity ever 
created any human being on purpose to make him 
eternally miserable, yet they believe that the 
Deity foresaw, and infallibly knew every crime 
they should ever commit ; for which he also 
knew, that they should incur his wrath and curse, 
and suffer the pains of hell forever. Here I 
would beg leave to askj 

First y Is it possible for any human being to 
avoid doing an action which the Deity positively 
forpknew he would do I Or to escape that eter- 
nal punishment which they suppose the Deity 
has annexed as a penalty for the perpetration of 
these crimes I 

Secondly^ Is it probable that the Deity would 
use means to prevent any event which he posi«^ 
lively knew would infallibly come to pass ? 

Thirdly^ Is it possible for any human beipg 
to merit eternal salvation by any thing he can 
do or perform, without the efficacious assistance 
of the Deity ? 

Fourthly y Is it in our power to merit, and com- 
mand this assistaace i 
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Fifthly J If the Deity pleases to withhold this 
necessary aid) are we to be blamed and punish* 
ed eternally for not doing that which the Cal* 
vinists confess it is impossible for us to perform? 

Although they confess our incapacity now, 
they alledge that we were furnished with suffi- 
clent powers in Adam^ our federal head, to ena- 
ble us to have kept the laws of God perfectly $ 
but as we were not in being at the time, the 
Deity chose Adam as our representalive to act 
for US) and if he had obeyed his Maker, and ful- 
£lled his injunction, they presume that all his 
posterity would have been happy ija consequence 
of his obedience ; but as he transgressed, his 
guilt was imputed to all his posterity ywhich, they 
say, gave the Deity a jjist and equitable right 
to sentence and send the whole human race to 
eternal i>€rdition \ 

But as it is impossible to vindicate the justice 
of imputing the guilt of Adam*s trangression to 
bis posterity on any other principle than that of 
bis being our representative and head, chosenhf 
God to act for us ; so, also, it is impossible that 
God intended any individual of the human race 
should suffer any real injury by a plan which 
hf^ had concerted in infinite wisdom and good- 
ness. He therefore bad t^rovided for us an>- 
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other and better ?icad and representative instead 
of Adam ; to wit, the man Christ JesUs, who 
gave himself a ranaom for ally to be testified in 
due time.* 

St. Paul tells the Corinthiaits he would have 
them know that the head of every man is Christy 
sod that the head of Christ is Goc/*t This se- 
cond connexion is certainly preferable to the 
first } for if Christ is the head of every man, he 
certainly will never resign any of his members 
to the devil, if he is possessed of wisdom and 
pow^r to prevent it. He has already fulfilled 
the Idw for us, having suffered the penalty ifi 
our stead ; for, when by the offence of Adam 
Judgment came upon all men to condemnation ; 
even so, by the righteousness of our present 
glorious heady the free gift came upon all men 
(fiantaa anthroflousj unto the justif cation oilife.^ 
We are assured, that ** as in *ddam all dicy even 
so in Christ shall all be made aHve, And as 
we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall 
also bear the image of the heavenly/'|| Thus 
we find by these and a number of other passa* 
ges of scripture, that the entire work of otrf 
aftlvation was, and is to be cairried on, and finally 

• 1 Tim. i». 5, 6. 1 1 Cor. xi. 3. % Rom. v. 
18. ||lCo».aiv.33^49. 



81 

^ompleated by proxy. God in the first place 
chose Adam as our head and reprcsentativei 
without our knowledge or consent^ who trans- 
gressed and fell without our agency or know* 
ledge. The guilt of his transgression is said to 
be iinputed to us long before we existed ; not 
that the Deity intended that we should suffer 
any real inconvenience from the choice which 
he made for us by the appointment of a repre* 
sentative which he infallibly knew would trans* 
gress : for we are told that God hath conclu- 
ded us all in unbelief (why^ that h6 might damn 
us all?) NO) by no means; but that he might 
have mercy tifion all,* 

Tq answer this just and benevolent purposei 
he had prepared another and better head and 
representative for us^ long before we existed^ 
by whose righteousness we are to be justified, 
and not by our own. 

« Now we know that what things poever the 
law saith,it saith to them who areunderthe law; 
that every mouth may be stopped, and all the 
world become guilty before God. Therefore by 
the deeds of the law, there shall no fiesh be justi- 
fied in his sight : for by the law is the knowledge 

* Rom. zi« 32. 
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of sin. But now the righteousness of God with^ 
out the law is manifested, being witnessed by 
the law and the prophets ; even Xhe righteous- 
ness of God, which is, by faith of Jesus Christ, 
unto ally and upon all them that believe ; foi* 
there is no difference [no jpartiality.] For all 
have sinned and come short of the glory Of 
God; being justified freely by his grace through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom 
God hath set forth to be a propitiation through 
faitli in his blood, to declare his righteousness 
£not ours] for the remission of sins that are past 
through the forbearance of God : to declare^ I 
say, at this time, his righteousnfess) that he 
might be just, and the justifier of him which 
believeth in Jesus. Where is boasting, then ?' 
It is excluded. By what law ? Of Works ? Nayy - 
but by the law of faith. Therefore we conv 
elude that a man is justifietl by faith without the 
deeds of the law. ^ Is he the God of Jews only? 
Is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the 
Gentiles also."* 

By the above statement it appears, evidently) 
that the first covenant which was made by God 
with Adam, as our federal head, was violated 
and broken without our knowledge or .igencyi 

* Rom. ill. 19 to ^0. 



83 

k>ng before we existed. We could in this case 
be accounted criminal only by means of the de- 
Koquency of the agent vhich the Deity choee lo 
^Xjbr us ; and therefore we could noiht justly 
liable to God*s wrath and curse to all the mise- 
ries of this life, to death itself, and to the pains 
of hell forever. See the Westminster Cate- 
chism. ^ 

But in the covenant which God the Fathet 
inade with Christ on our behalf, it is positively 
declared that we are to be justified and saved by 
the righteousness of Christ, and not by the 
deeds of the law ; that is, by any thing which 
vc can perform to merit salvation 5 therefore^ 
if we miscarry a second time, it must happen 
lhi*ough some defect in the plan, or by the de- 
linquency of QUI present federal head. 

If the imputation of the guilt of Adam's sin 
to his posterity be tenable or justifiable on any 
rational ground, it must be on condition of the 
full and free imputation of the perfect righteous- 
ness of Christ, our present head^ to every indi- 
vidual descendant of Adam : for to impute the 
guilt of Adam's disobedience and transgression 
* to any individual who should be precluded from 
the benefit of Christ's obedience and perfect 
righteousness, would not only be unjust, but 
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extremely cruel. This assertion requires no 
logical argument to prove it, because it will be 
self-evident to every unprejudiced mind. But 
can any thing in nature be more monstrousi 
than to suppose ax God of infinite goodness 
should send an infant into the world under his 
wrath and curse^ loaded with imputed guilt....di- 
vested of the principles of moral rectitude...* 
the most helpless of the animal creation.... de- 
void of every kind and degree of knowledge, be- , 
ing an imitative animal, subject to be initiated 
into almost every vice and error....even before 
their own reason begins to dawn, they are liable 
to contract vicious habits, and acquire evil pro- 
pensities, which cannot be easily eradicated! 
And in this deplorable condition many of them 
are supposed to be deserted by the God that 
made them, and left without the efficacious op* 
erations of his spirit to extricate themselves 
from this labyrinth of evils or perish eternally ; 
to which the Parlialists say, they are justly 
liable even for Adam's transgression. And they 
will not allow that our present inability can be 
plead in mitigation of our delinquencies or trans- 
gressions ; because, they alledge, we had power 
given to us in Adam, but that we sinned in him, 
and fell with him, by which we lost it ; and that 
God was under no obligation to restore it, nor 
to remit any part of our duty, on account of our 
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litoral inability. And as the covenant of grace is 
tonditionalj^LS well as thecovenant of works, there 
is still something which the sinner must do, to 
entitle him to the benefits resulting from it..^ 
he must Mieve,„.he must have faith. Verf 
true; he must believe; but this, like every good 
'we receive and enjoy, is also the gift of God. 
The Apostle' tells tlie Ephesians, ^ For by grace 
ye are saved through fjadth ; and that not of your- 
selves, it is the gift of God ; not of works, least 
any man should boast."* For it is evidently 
impossible for a person to believe any proposition 
whatever, until his understanding is convinced 
by the force of evidence, and then it is no long* 
er in his power to disbelieve or withhold h]9 
-^assent ; and it is also the peculiar prerogative 
of the Deity, not only to point out the object of 
pur faith, which is Jesus of Nazareth, but also 
to fiimish the evidence and the means of con- 
veying it to the remotest parts of the earth, so 
as to carry conviction to the mind of every maoi 
either in this stage of action or at some future 
period. 

The object of our faith is declared by Peter^ 

. where he tells us. That there is none other name 

toder Heaven given among men, whereby we 

♦ Ephcfi. ii. S, 9. 
H 
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tnust be saved, but that of Jesus of Nazareth** 
And St. Paul tells us, Romans x. 15, That 
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved« but asks in the next verse, How, 
then, shall they call on him in whom they 
have not believed ? And how shall they believe 
in him of whom they have not heard ? And 
how shall they hear without a preacher ? And 
how shall they preach, except they be sent i 
This being a plain statement of a vciy import 
tant case, we would ask those who are conver- 
sant in history and geography, 

JFirst^ Whether they do not firmly believe, 
that many millions have lived, and died without 
ever having heard the name of Jesus of Naza- 
teth mentioned I 

Secondly^ Whether any reasonable, unpreju- 
-diced person can suppose it to be compatible 
with the infinite justice and benevolence of the 
-Deity, to sentence these ignorant millions to 
eternal perdition for not believing in him, and 
calling upon his name for mercy, of whom they 
had never heard, and to whom no preacher had 
ever been sent ? 



• Actsiv. 12. 
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Thirdlyy Is it possible that the first opportu- 
nity afforded to them of the means whereby 
they might have been saved, will be when they 
are aroused from the sleep of death, and sum- 
moned before the judgment-seat to receive their 
sentence to eternal perdition, for not having 
heard of, believed on, or called upojti the name 
of the Lord Jesusj which they never had hwavd 
xneationed I 

This certainly will never be the fate of these 
poor mortals who died ignorant of the means of 
salvation. Because we are told in Philippiansi 
^d in other parts of scripture, that there shall 
be a time, that at th^ name of Jesus every knee 
shall bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.' 
And we have flie testimony of John, that, "Who- 
soever believcth that Jesus is the Christ| is bora 
ofGod/'t 

. ** Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the 
Son qf God, God dwelleth in him, and he in 
Go^."| 

. «' That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
Ihe Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in tliine heart 

• PhiU ii. 10. 1 1 John v. 1. . » 1 John iv. I5. 
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that God hath raised him from the dead> thou 
shalt be saved."* 

** And it shall come to pass, that whosoever 
shall call on the name oftheLord shall be saved/'f 

^ And it shall come to pass afterward, that I 
will pour out my spirit upon all flesh ; and your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy ; yooe 
pld men shall dream dreams, your young men 
ihall see visions ; and also upon the servants, 
and upon the handmaids, in those days will X 
pour out my spirit. And I will shew wonders 
in the heavens, and in the earth, blood, and iire^ 
and pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned 
into darkness, and the moon into blood, before 
the great and the terrible day of the Lord come. 
And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall 
CO// on the name o£iht Lord slutll be delivered,"^ 

By what is revealed in this prophesy, it ap- 
pears that there will be an uncommon out*ponr« 
ing of the spirit upon all flesh before the great 
and terrible day of the Lord, that even the me- 
nial servants shall be inspired; which will* 
> doubtless, be one means of difl'using that uni* 
Tersal knowledge of the Lord, which is pi*omia« 

* Rom. z. 9. t AcU i'u 21, | Joel ii. 3S to 13» 
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cd in the 3 1 St chapter of Jeremiah, and the 8th 
chapter of Hebrews, until all shall know him 
from the least of them to the greatest of them. 
But if it should be alledged that these gracious 
promises are made only to those who may be 
living at that time; and that these poor, ignorant 
beings, who never' had heard the name of Jesus 
mentioned while living on earth, nor until thejr 
are summoned to appear before him at the last 
day, and are then told that the personage seated on 
the throne to judge the world is Jesus of Naza- 
reth, the Son of Ged, who had been sent by his 
Father to be the Saviour of the worlds and that 
Ee had frequently and solemnly promised to 
ioroe all those wKo should believe that he is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and call on his name 
for mercy ; we ask, can any rational being- 
doubt that they will most firmly believe that he 
isthe Son of God, or suppose that they will not 
be disposed to call upon him with fervency to 
save them also ? And if they embrace the first 
opportunity that has ever been offered to them 
•of believing in, and calling upon, the name of 
the Lord for mercy, is it not most probaWe 
that he will fulfil his promise to them, by sav- 
ing them both from the guilt and sting of sin, 
and protecting them from misery ? For he has 
promised to forgive their iniquity, and remem- 
ber their _sin no more. Bat notwithst^iudvcs:^ 
H2 
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the numerous declarations in scripture to the 
contrary, there are numbers who appear to be 
extremely anxious to limit the benevolence of 
the Deity towards the human species to this 
life or present stage of action, who alledge that 
all those who die impenitent, or that are not 
regenerated in this life, arc abandoned by the 
Deity, and forever precluded from receiving any 
benefit by the mediation of > Christ, who gave 
himself a ransom £dr all, to be testified in due 
time, who came on purpose to seek and to save 
that which was lost ;* and to be the Saviour of 
the world ;t and who, in the progress of this 
important work, has tasted death for every maru^ 
Isaiah, proclaiming thq universal invitation of 
his God, says, ^^ Look unto me and be ye saved 
all the ends of the earth ; for I am God, and 
there is none else. I have sworn by myself} 
the word has gone out of my mouth in righte- 
ousness, and shall not retuiii, that unto me 
every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear. 
In the Lord shall all ih^ seed of Israel h^jiistU 
Jied^ and shall glery."|| This prophesy is re« 
peated and explained, wherefore God hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name 
which is above every name ; that at the name 

• Lii)cc XIX. 10. 1 1 John iv. 14, \ Ufl», ii. % 
II iBa. xlv; 22, 23, 25. 



91 

of Jesas every knee should bow, and every 
tongue confess, that Jesus Christ is Lord to the 
glory of God tJie Father.* 

** Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the 
Son of Grod, God dwelleth in him, and he in 
God."t 

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouthy 
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him fi*om the dead, thou shalt be saved.f 

*^ And it shall come to pass, that whosoever 
shall call on the name of the Lord; shall be de« 
avered/'ll 

Here we £nd Isaiah, in the .nan»e of God> 
proclaiming a promise of salvation to all meny 
even to the ends of the earth ; and, to induce 
them to confide in his gracious promise^ he 
confirms it by a solemn path, saying, that unto 
him every knee should bow, and every tongue 
should swear ; and concludes with a promise, 
that in the Lord shall all the seed of Israel be 
justified, and shall glory. But St. Paul, proba* 
Uy foreseeing that many false teachers would 

. •Phil. ii. 9,10, XL \1 John iv. X5. \ Rwa. nA 
.|Jo€l ii« 33. 
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arise, who would take great pains to limit the 
goodness and universal benevolence of the De- 
ity to a few individuals of their own sect, and 
damn all those who did not implicitly believe 
their tenets, has taken some pains to render the 
promise more explicit. He tells us, that God 
bath highly exalted the Saviour of the world, 
and given him a name above every other name, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, and every tongue should confess that Je» 
$us Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Fa- 
ther. But least they should construe the gene- 
ral terms every knee^ and every tongue^ to tnean 
thos& of a few individuals only, he includes the 
whole creation by comprehending all that are 
in Heaveriy and that are on earthy or that are 
under the earth. 

W# would now ask any rational, unprejudiced 
person, if they can possibly believe, that when 
the whole human rac&are upon their knees be- 
fore the throne of the benevolent Jesus, confess- 
ing him to be their Lord to the glory of God, 
and swearing allegiance to him as their lawful 
sovereign, and most fervently calling upon him 
for mercy, that he will then spurn them from 
his presence, and sentence them to suffer eter- 
nal torments ? No ; it is impossible : for the 
same Jesus sits judge who prayed for his mut- 
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defers ! He that was sent to be the Saviour of 
the world, not to condexBn it, and also to destroy 
the works of the devil ;* which works are a]« 
lowed by all to be sin, and misery its natural 
consequence ; and not to perpetuate and establish 
the kingdom and dominion of the devil, to ba 
equal in duration and stability with the kingdom 
of hisFather. The benevolent parent of mankind 
sent his beloved Son into the world to accom* 
plish two very important purposes, to wit, to be 
the Saviour of the world, and to destroy the 
works of the devil. But if he should establish 
the kingdom of the devil, and perpetwiu «m and 
mUery by consigning millions of the souls which 
God declares he had made for himself, to the 
permanent dominion of his most implacable en- 
emy, to sin and suffer eternally, is it not demon* 
atraUy evident that he would act diametrically 
contrary to the purpose of his mission, by i^e* 
Serving and perpetuating the v^k9 of the devil^ 
and consigning the works crf'his Father to eveiu 
lasting destruction, even the souls which he has 
tnade ? But if he is the same God yesterday, to* 
day, and forever, this deplorable consummation 
of all things will never be realized. For Christ 
tells us to ask> and it shall be given you ; seek^ 
md ye^hall find ; knock, and it shall be open* 

•lJoliniU.U 
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ed unto you : for every one that asketh, receiv- 
eth ; and he that seekelb} findeth ; and to him 
that knockelh, it shall be ofiened,* 

Christ presuming that the Jews were not so 
arrogant as to pretend to be more bounliful than 
bis Father} asks them, If a son shall ask bread 
of any of you being a father, will he give him a 
stone ? Or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give 
liim a serpent I Or if he shall ask an ^^^ will 
be ofier him a scorpion ?....He then concludes 
by asking them, If ye then being evil, know how 
|o give good gifts unto your children, how much 
xnore shall your heavenly Father give the holy 
spirit to them that ask him ! 

. But in order to destroy the consolations which 
might be derived from these gracious promisesi 
and evade and invalidate the arguments ground-* 
ed thereon in support of the divine benignity of 
our heavenly Father, our opponents contend, 
that the infinite benevolence of the Deity towards 
the human race is limited and confined to this 
life, during which period we must be convinced, 
converted, and regenerated, otherwrse his (Uvinc 
lave will be converted into the most implacable 
ftatrcd and interminable cruelty. They afl5rm 

• t«kcxi.9, la 
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that the door of mercy will be eternally closed 
against all those who die impenitent ; but who- 
ever will discard prejudice, and read the vision 
of the dry bones, with a desire to discover the 
real disposition of our heavenly Father towards 
his children, will find sufficient evidence lo con- 
vince them that the mercy of God endurethyor- 
rver ; and that his loving kindness is not with- 
drawn from those who have died in their sins. 
God conducts the prophet in a vision to a valley 
full of dry bones, and after he had viewed them, 
the Lord asked hino. Son of man, can these bones 
live ? As we now ask. Is it possible that those 
who have died in sin should ever be revived by 
the power of God to a life of righteousness and 
peace ? 

It appeared as improbable to the prophet, 
that these dry bones should live, as it now does 
to the greatest number of our Clergy, that a 
dead sinner should ever be raised by the power 
of God to live a life of righteousness. He there- 
fore evades giving his opinion, and answers, O 
Lord God thou knowest! But the greatest 
number of our prophets are not so diffident as 
Eeekiel; for they determine positively, that 
dead sinners cannot be raised and taken into 
favour by God. He however prophesied as he 
^^as commanded) and the breath came into 
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Ihem, and they lived, and stood up upon their 
feet an exceeding great army. Then he said 
unto me. Son of man, theac bones are the whole 
home of Israel: behold, they say, our bones are 
dried, and our hope is lost....we are cut off for 
our parts. Therefore prophesy and say unto 
. them, thus saith the Lord God, Behold, O my 
pieople, I will open your graves^ and cause you 
to come up out of your graves, and bring you 
into the land of Israel ; and ye shall know that 
I am the Lord, when I have opened your graves , 

my people, and brought you up out of your 
f^aves ; and shall put my spirit in youj and ye 
shall Uv€, and I shall place you in your own 
land: theashall ye know that I the Lord have 
spoken it, and performed it, saith the Lord*— « 
And say unto them, thus saith the Lord God^ 
behold I will take the children of Israel from 
among the heathen, whither they be gone, and 

1 win gather them on eytry sidie, and bring them 
into their own land. And I will make them one 

-nation in the land upon the mountains of Israel, 
and one king shall be king to them all, and they 
shall HO more be two nations, &c. And David, 
Jny servant, shall be king over them, and th<^ 
shall have one shepherd : and they shall aUo 
wa}k in my judgment^ and observe my statutes, 
and do them. Moreover I will make a cove* 
«ant of peace wiOi them, it ^baU.be an everiaat* 
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ing covenant with them, and I will place them) 
and multiply them, and I will set my sanctuary 
in the midst of them for evermore. Yea, I wili' 
be their God^ and they shail be my people.* 

Presuming that it will not be alledged, that 
the Lord was mistaken when he told the prophetf 
saying, Son of man, these bon^a. are the v^hole 
house of Israely I shall proceed to observe, that 
the Deity has promised, in the most explicit, un« 
equivocal language, to raise the whole posterity 
of Jacob up out of their graves, who may have 
died, until tlie period when this prophesy shall 
be fulfilled, and bring them, together with all 
their brethren wiio may be living in exile, and 
pl^ce them in their own land ; when they shall 
forever afterwards be united in one kingdom. 
He then declares, that he will make an everlast- 
ing covenant of peace with them, and promises 
twice. in this chapter, that he will be tlieir Godi 
and tliat they shall be his people. 

^ * 

. As our intention in citing this chapter is to 
prove that God does not abandon those to tlie 
permanent dominion of the devil who may die 
ioian unregenerated state, in order, therefore, to 
di$cuas ^d dertermine this important proposi- 

• £iek. uzyii. 1» 10, 11 to 14, 31, 34, 36, 37. 
I 
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tion fairly, it behoves us candidly to examine the 
Jewish history, and judge from the information 
which we collect there, whether it is certain, op 
even probable, that all the Jews who shall be 
raised from their graves at that period had been 
regenerated previous to their death ; for if ihey 
were not converted, but had died in their sinsj 
it demonstrably follows, that their heavenly Fa* 
ther will not abandon them to eternal perdition^ 
because they had not believed in the Saviour of 
the world in this life; because he has promised 
(who is faithful to perform) to make an everlast- 
ing covenant of peace with them. ...to put his 
spirit into them.«.*and that he will be their Godf 
and that they shall be his /ieq/ile» 

Whoever can seriously doubt or dispute the 
reality of this predicted resurrection and posthu- 
mous restoration to the favour of God, may, with 
s^s much propriety, doubt the reality of every 
other, even that of Lazarus ; for none are so 
particularly narrated. But if any Partialist, who 
has not been in the habit of estimating the be- 
nignity of the Deity as highly as we have done, 
should conceive, that in construing this chapter 
we have exaggerated and overrated his goodnes9 
and clemency, we are willing to hear what they 
have to say on the subject. But if they should 
prove successful in their attempt to convince 
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us that there is not (even one) -truly benevolent 
character in the universe, we shall not cease to 
lament the deplorable condition of all intelligent 
beings. 

But if any farther evidence were necessary to 
establish the benevolent disposition and charac- 
ter of the Deity, who has been, and siili is, rep- 
resented to be a cruel, partial, vindictive, inex- 
orable being, we are furnished with an ample 
refutation of this groundless calumny in the 16th 
chapter of Ezekiel, where he promises, in the 
most explicit terms, that he will yet have mercy 
upon the inhabitants of Sodom, Samaria, and 
Jerusalem, to be pacified towards them, and to 
establish an everlasting covenant with them ; 
but as he perfectly knew the propensity that 
would prevail in the latter ages to pervert and 
explain away the true meaning of all the prom* 
ises of redemption and restoration, which he 
made to those who had died in an unregenerat- 
ed state, and as his receiving the Sodomites in* 
to his favour appeared to be the most improba- 
ble, to prevent misconstruction, or the possibil- 
ity of mistake, he has given a geographical de*- 
tipription of both Samaria and Sodom in the 46th 
verse, that is, that Samaria lies on the left hand, 
and Sodom on the right hand, and, as if anxious 
. I» identify the very people to whom this prom- 
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ise of restoration is made, he describes a num- 
ber of the crimes of which they had been guilty. 
49. Behold this was the iniquity of Ihy sister 
Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, and abundance 
of idleness was in her, and in her daughters ; 
neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor 
and needy. 50. And they were haughty, and 
committed abomination before me ; therefore I 
took them awiy as 1 saw good.— [Alluding to 
their being destroyed by fire.] In the 47th arid 
48th verses, he declares in the most explicit 
terms, and solemn manner, that the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem were more corrupted in all their 
ways, than the inhabitants of Sodom had been : 
yet he graciously promises in the 53d versci 
When I shall bring again their captivity, the 
captivity of Sodom, and her daughters, and the 
captivity of Samaria and her daughters, then will 
I bring again the captivity of thy captives in the 
midst of them. And again in the 55th verse, 
When thy sister Sodom and her daughters shall 
return to their former estate, and Samaria and 
her daughters shall return to their former es- 
tate, then thou and thy daughters shall return 
to your former estate. 60. Nevertheless, I will 
remember my covenant with thee in the days of 
thy youth, and I will establish unto thee an ev« 
erlasting covenant. 61. Then thou shalt re^ 
member thy ways^ and be ashamed^ ^^ben thou . 
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shalt receive thy sisters, thine elder and thy 
younger, and I will give them unto thee for 
daughters, but. not by thy covenant. 

Now it is known, that all the inhabitants of 
Sodom (except Lot and his family) were con- 
sumed by fire from Heaven ; yet these are the 
▼ery people to whom the promise of restoration 
is made, for the Lord pointedly alludes to 
them, by hinting at the signal manner ia which, 
he took them away, as he saw good- 

This is another explicit promise of posthu- 
mous restoration made to a people who, it is al- 
lowed by all, were cut off in an unregenerated 
state, which we believe will puzzle the greatest 
proficient in the art of explaining away the lite- 
ral and grammatical meaning of any text, or 
passage of scripture, which does not accord 
with their established systems, to invalidate. 
We have heard of one clever, smart fellow, 
who has undertaken to invalidate this^ promise, 
by alledging that this long chapter is only a 
pleasant piece of raillery ....that when the Lord 
promises in the 53d verse, that when he shall 
bring again the captivity of Sodom and Samaria, 
that he would then bring again the captivity of 
.Jerusalem in the midst of them, he was only 
speaking ironically to tantalize them ; but never 
^ I2 
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intended to restore either of them. When peo- 
ple wish to be deceived, the shadow of an argu- 
ment is sufficient for the purpose. 

But it is not in the (Md Testament alone, nor to 
the posterity of Jacob id, particular, nor to those 
who may be living at Christ's second coming, 
that these gracious promises are made, but also 
in the New Testament, to those who had been 
dead for ages, even the inhabitants of the anti- 
deluvian world, who had perished in the uni- 
versal deluge. We are explicitly told in the 
Sd and 4th chapters of the first general epistle 
of Peter, That Christ hath once suffered for sinsi 
the just for the unjust, that he might bring us 
to God ; being put to death in the flesh, but 
quickened by the spirit, by which also he went 
and'preached unto the spirits in prison, which 
sometime were disobedient, when once the long 
suffering of God waited in the days of Noah 
while the ark was preparing, wherein eight souls 
were saved by water. «* Who shall give ac- 
count to him that is ready to judg^ the quick 
and the dead ; for, for this cause was the gos- 
pel preached also to them that are dead, that 
they might be judged according to men in the 
flesh, but live according to God in the spiriti"* 

•IPct. iv.5,6. 



Had we not been acquainted with the almost 
invincible influence of the prejudice of an early 
education over the faculties of the human mind) 
we should have thought it almost impossible to 
mistake the Apostle's meaning. It is evident 
that he intended to inform those to whom he 
wrote, that Christ had once suffered for the sins 
of mankind, the ju^t for the unjust, with the 
most merciful and benevolent design to recon** 
cile and bring us to God....that he was put to 
death in the flesh, but reanimated by the spirit.... 
that he (Chinst) when an unembodied spirit, 
went and preached the gospel to the spirits in 
prison, that is, to the spirits of the inhabitants 
of the old world, who, for their disobedience in 
the days of Noah, had been dt*owned in the uni- 
versal deluge. And as these people (in common 
with the rest of mankind) were all to be ac« 
countable to him who was appointed to jadgo 
both the quick and ttie dead, impartial juscice 
required that they should have equal advanta«^ 
ges with those who had heard the gospel in the 
flesh ; that is, previous to their death. This is the 
particular pointed reason whith is given in the 
6th Verse, why the goafiel should also ht preach' 
ed to them th^t are deady to wit, that as they 
Were accountable to the same Judge, and were 
to be tried by the same rule or law, they should 
have equal advantages with those who had 
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heard the gospel on earth pi*evious to their 
death, or, as it is cermed, in the flesh, so that 
they might thereby be prepared to live accord- 
ing to the will of God, as it is revealed by his 
spirit in the gospel. 

People ever have been, and probably ever 
will be, anxious to dive into futurity, and en- 
deavour to discover where, and how they shall 
l>e accommodated when they quit this stage of 
action. We shall notice only three different 
opinions which are entertained on this subject. 

Firat^ Those who charge the Deity with hav- 
ing made a partial election, by choosing some 
to everlasting life by an eternal, immutable de- 
cree, and reprobating others without respect to 
the merit or demerit of the parties ; so that one 
class is constrained to be happy» and the other 
compelled to be miserable! Those of this sect 
fondly imagine, that the moment the soul of 
the elected (among which number they gene- 
rally include themselves) leaves the body, it im- 
mediately wings its way to Heaven, escorted by 
a troop of angels ; but that the soul of the rep- 
robate isdriagged off to hell by a troop of devils 
as their undisputed property, it having been 
icrcated on purpose for this destination. 
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Were it possible for unbiassed reason to be- 
lieve this to be a true representation of the con- 
duct of the Deity towards the human speciesy 
first to reprobate them by an eternal decree, 
prior to their existence} or the possibility of 
their having oifended him, and to send theif 
souls immediately after death into the infernal 
regions, there to commence a series of unremit- 
ting tortures, which shall never end ; we ask, 
would not this be treating an human being worse 
in all respects (who had not transgressed) than 
the devils, who are punished for actual open re- 
bellion against their God ? For we do not learn 
£-om scripture, that they are either so closely 
and constantly confined, or so unremittingly 
punished, as they suppose the souls of the rep^ 
rebates are. 

The following is a summary of their scheme, 
to wit, the Deity creates reprobates, and perttiits 
the devil to tempt them to sin ; which, being 
an infinite evil, is so detestable to the Deily, that 
it excites in him infinite anger and displeasure 
against the sinner, which, in their opinion, jus» 
tifies the infliction of an infinite, eternal punish* 
ment of the sinner. 

If the sins committed on earth are infinitely- 
displeasing to God, the sins perpetrated inheU 
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must also produce the same effect; for change of 
place can neither alter the nature of the crime, 
nor of the consequent offence. And as we con- 
ceive it to be impossible that a being continually 
under the influence of infinite displeasure can 
be happyj we must conclude, from these pre- 
mises, that the devil will ultimately have the 
malicious pleasure of keeping the Deity in one 
constant, uninterrupted fit of infinite displeasure 
But the condition of the poor human beings, 
with an angry God on one hand, and a malicious 
. devil on the other, must be truly deplorable in- 
deed. 

If the original design of this scheme had 
. Jl)een to propagate and perpetuate sin and mis- 
ery, and to stock the infernal regions with in- 
habitants, we should have acknowledged it to 
be most judiciously contrived to answer these 
purposes : but we are told by the Partialists, 
that the Deity had concerted this plan in infinite 
wisdom for his own glory. This we cannot be- 
lieve, as we humbly conceive that purchasing 
glory by the eternal discomposure of the Cre- 
ator, and the eternal misery of millions of his 
creatures, appears more like the device of falli- 
ble men, than the scheme of an infinitely mer« 
ciful God. And we frankly acknowledge our- 
selves to be so blind, that we cannot perceive 
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from whence the glory is to be derived to com- 
pensate for the sacrifice of so much peace and 
happiness, and the introduction t^nd fierfietuation 
of such a deluge oiein and mUery, 

Secondly <^ Others believe that the souls of the 
righteous and the wicked lie dormant and insen* 
sible until the general resurrection, when they 
are all tried, and receive their different sen- 
tences ; some to eternal life, and others to eter- 
nal damnation. These deny that Christ, after 
his crucifixion, went and preached the gospel 
to the spirits in prison, as related in the third 
and fourth chapters of the first general epistle 
of St. Peter, or that God, by the blood of Christ's 
covenant, has ever released any of the prisoners 
out of the pit, wherein is no water.* 

Thirdly^ Some of the Universalists beUeve^ 
that as Christ was sent to be the Saviour of the 
Trorld,and has, in consequence, tasted death for 
every man, that he will not suffer any one to 
perish eternally, for whom he died. But as they 
conceive that the final sentence will not be pass- 
ed on either the regenerate or unregenerate 
until the general judgement, except, perhaps, 
ii» afew instances, he has provided a place for 

* Zech. iz. 11. 
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their residence, where the good may improve 
in knowledge and virtue, and the unregener- 
ated placed in a salvable state, susceptible of 
reformation and reconciliation to their heavenly 
Father, by the means which will be employed 
by Christ for this gracious purpose ; who hath 
already reconciled God to the world ; and now 
God is in Christ reconciling the world unto him* 
self, not imputing their treafia^sea unto them.* 

But as curiosity is seldom i>atis£ied while anjr 
thing remains to be discovered respecting futu- 
rity, they wish to know where this residence for 
departed, §ouls may be found. This the Deity 
has not revealed ; but that there is such a resi- 
dence for the purpose, has been the opinion of 
almost all the nations of antiquity, and we hf^y^ 
sufficient intimations in scripture to convince 
us of the real exisience of such a place. In 
Zech. ix. 10, 11. speaking of the advantages 
accruing even to the heathen by the death of 
Christ, he says. As for thee also, whose cove- 
nant is by blood, I have sent forth thy prisonera 
out of the pit, wherein is no water. 

Isaiah, in the 49th chapter, and 9th versei 
represents those who are confined tli^e^ ja> pf\$« 
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oners in a dark place ; but shews that Christ is 
commissioned to release them. In the 25th, 
he promises that the captives of the mighty 
shall be taken away, and the prey of the terrible 
shall be delivered. 

^ I the Lord have called thee in righteous- 
ness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep 
thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, 
£or a light to the Gentiles ; to open the blind 
eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, 
and them that sit in darkness out of the prison* 
bouse."* 

« The spirit of the Lord God is upon me j 
because the Lord hath anointed me to preach 
good tidings unto the meek ; he hath sent me 
to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim li- 
berty to the captives, and the opening of the 
prison to them that are bound."t 

. . « And it shall come to pass in that day, that 
the Lord shall punish the host of the high ones 
that are on high, and the kings of the earth 
upon the earth. And they shall be gathered 
together as prisoners are gathered in the pit, 
and shall be ahia up in the firiaon [or dungeon] 
and.afler many days shall they be visited/'t 

• Isa. xlii. 6, 7. t !»»• »«»• 1- \ Isa. xxiv. 21, 22. 
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In a tnmslation from the Syritc Btbl«, the 
passage reads thus : ^' In that very day Jdiovah 
shall visit upon the sublime powers in the su- 
blimity (or sublioie place) and upon the earthl7 
kings in the earth ; and assemblies shall assem- 
ble over the imprisoned ; and after a multitude 
of days they shall be delivered** 

It i^ recorded by Luke, that Christ vms cru- 
cified between two male&ctors, one of whom 
irailed on him, but the other rebuked his feUow- 
culprit, and prayed to Christ to remember him 
when he came to his kingdom ; and Jesus said 
unto him, verily, I say unto thee, to-day shalC 
thou be with itie in pana^ae.^ 

This promise was made on Friday evenings 
andwas undoubtedly Utevally fulfilled, as it is 
most probable that the spinC or soul of Christ 
went immediately to preach the gospel to the 
spirits of the inhabitants of the old world, who, 
£ar their disobedience in the days of Noah, had 
been drowned in the universal deluge, and took 
the soul of the malefactor with kirn, agreeably* 
to his promise* 

We are not ignorant that some of the Par* 
tialists have conteodcdithatby the paradise men* 

* Lake xxiii. 49. 
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tioned here^ the paradise of God in HeaTen is 
intended. But this opinion is positively refuted 
by what is recorded in the 2«th chapter of John, 
16th and 17th verses. When Maiy Magdalene 
went to the sepulchre on Sunday morning, and 
saw and conversed with Jesus, he said untoher. 
Touch me not, for I am not yet ascended to my 
Father, hut go to my brethren, and say unto 
them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father) 
and to my God, and your God. It is therefore 
as certain as testimony can render any fiict^ that 
Jesus had not been in Heaven from Friday^ 
vhen he made the promise, until Sunday mom* 
ing, when he conversed with Mary ; and as 
cettain that the soul of the malefactor could not 
have been in Heaven with him ; and, in conse- 
quence, if the paradise intended was Heaven, 
the promise could not possibly have been fulfil- 
led. It therefore evidently follows, that the pa- 
radise alluded to in the pi*omlse,wa8 the paradise 
in Hades (whither Lazarus was conveyed by an- 
gels into Abraham's bosom) which probably con- 
sists of districts suited to the merits and acquire- 
nents of the various inhabitants ; where the 
good may improve in knowledge and virtue, and 
soitablameans be employed to reform the vicious. 

**Here Abraham (before the death of Christ) 
was supposed to preside as tlie head of the fas' 
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xnily of all the faithful ; andi as it seems, in pa« 
triarchal honours a representative of Christ : 
for under his patronage it may be presumed 
these blessed souls had a hopeful expectation of 
the time of our Saviour's resurrection, when his 
heavenly sanctuary should be opened, and 
themselves received into the presence of God."* 

Of this yre therefore read, Luke xvi. 22, 
23. That Lazarus was seen in it by the rich 
man, enjoying the comforts of the faithful 
Abraham. That in Saul or Hades there is a 
place of residence for happy souls, is again 
evident from Gen. xxxvii. 35. I shall descend 
unto my son mourning into Seol, Saul, or Ha- 
des. It is plain that Jacob expected to m^eet 
his son after death, since he says, I shall go 
down to my son : but he did not expect that 
his body should go down to his son's body, be- 
cause his son's body having been, in his belief, 
devoured by beasts, Was not supposed by him 
to be in \he grave j therefore the expectalioH 
in Jacob of going to his £on after death, argues 
that he supposed a place where the departed 
souls of men resided, where his son's soul then 
was ; and where his own, when dead; should 
find him. 

* Dr. Stonehoust. 
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Again, since it cannot be thought that Jacob' 
expected either that himself, after death, should 
g^ into a state of torment, or that his son's soul 
was then in such a state, he must have under- 
stood by the word Saul, or Hades, some happjr 
region, the residence of blessed souls after their 
bodies are deposited in the grave. ' 

We therefore conclude, that the paradise in- 
tended in the promise was that which the Jews 
called Abraham's paradise, and sometimes 
Abraham's bosom, where Lazarus found a 
peaceful asylum,* and where it is probable that 
the soul of David remained in the days of the 
Apostles, See A(:ts ii. 34. 

Upon the whole, taking both sclfipture and 
reason for our guide, we think it extremely im- 
probable that the souls of the regenerate go im^ 
mediately to Heaven, or that the souls of the 
unregenerate go immediately into a place of 
exquisite torment ; but we conceive that every 
intelligent being must be unhappy as long as 
they continue to be vicious ; as we conceive 
misery and disorder to be the natural and neces^ 
sary consequence of vice. 



• Luke XVI. 22. 
K 2 / 
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We have every reason to believe this to be 
our first stage of action ; and as we are sent in- 
to the world with power or faculties of mind 
capiible of improvement, but entirely destitute 
of every kind and degree of knowledge. If we 
therefore reason from experience, which is our 
surest guide, we have not even the shadow of 
probabilitjTto induce us to believe that the De- 
ity will furnish us with any innate or intuitive 
knowledge in the next, or any subsequent stage 
of our existence. Every being except the De- 
ity (whose knowledge is infinite) must be con- 
tented to gain it pi-ogressively ; even the Sa* 
wiour of the world made his entrance into it, like 
other children, and gained knowledge progres- 
sively, and was thirty years old before he be- 
came a public teacher. Now as God did not 
furnish him with innate or intuitive know- 
ledge, we have no reasonable ground to ex- 
pect that he will furnish our minds in this way, 
at any future period of our existence ; whichi 
instead of being a real blessing, would deprive 
us of much mental happiness, as the ingenious 
mind is exceedingly gratified by every new 
discovery made by its own operations. 

But if we could, even in imagination, attend 
the ceremony of the introduction of one of our 
greatest men into the court of Heaven, in pres- 
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cnce of the great Creator and Governor of the 
universe, and myriads of celestial spirits, would 
he not feel more embarrassed, and many mil- 
lion times less qualified to appear there than 
the most ignorant savage would be to take a 
seat in the most learned society? Would not* 
astonishment derange his mental faculties ?.... 
Or would not a sense of his extreme igno-' 
ranee sink him into despondency I What should 
we think of the conduct of a preceptor, who 
should transfer his pupils from the A. B. C. 
class, to the senior class in College ? Is it not 
more reasonable, and more agreeable to scrip* 
ture, to suppose that we shall be gradually pre-* 
pared for such an astonishing scene by degrees? 
Christ informed his disciples, that in his Fa* 
ther's house there was many mansions, proba- 
bly suited to the improvement made by indi* 
viduals in this stage of action, and suitable pro^ 
Tision made for their fart,her progress m the 
knowledge of future scenes, and the exercises 
in which they were next to be employed. 

Was it for this purpose that the spirit of 
Christ, after his crucifixion, went and preached 
the gospel, that is, ,glad tidings to the spirits in 
prison, who had not heard the gospel in the 
.flesh? And have we not the most positive pro- 
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nise in the 3 1st chapter of Jeremiah) that the 
Lord will teach us in such an effectual manner^ 
that all shall know him from the least to the 
greatest, when he will forgive our iniquity, and 
remember our sin no more ? And in the S7th 
chapter of Ezekiel, we have a very particular 
account of the method which our gracious Cre-* 
ator will take to prepare the posterity of Jacob 
by degprees for this glonous translation ; which 
we wish the Partialists to read with attention ; 
£>r there the Lord promises, in the most une- 
quivocal termS) that he will raise them up out 
of their graves, and put his spirit into them..^ 
replace them in their own land as one nation.... 
and that David shall again be their king, who 
will be capable to instruct them in many things 
relative to futurity, much better than when he 
presided over tliem formerly. 

It is certain that this prophesy has not yet 
been fulfilled, but it will be accomplished before 
the commencement of the millenium, when 
Christ himself shall preside, and be the instruc- 
tor of the human race for one thousand years, 
at the expiration of which period it is probable 
that many will be much better qualified to make 
their appearance in Heaven, than they would 
be if they were to be immediately transmitted 
tluther; from this present stage of existence. 
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f)uring an intermission of two months, in 
-which time weakness deterred me from writing, 
I was favoured with. the perusai of a circular 
letter written by the Kent and Sussex Associ- 
ation of Baptist Churches ; who profess to main- 
tain the important doctrine of three equal per- 
sons in the divine essence..Meternal and personal 
election to holiness here, and eternal life here- 
after....the original guilt and depravity of man- 
kind. ...particular redemption....free justification 
by the imputed righteousness of Christ alone..*, 
efficacious grace in regeneration....and the per- 
severance of the saints to eternal glory. And 
also of a book centaining the principles and doc- 
trines of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
America. In the 60th page of which, they have 
undertaken to give us their doctrine or opinion 
of predestination, election, and reprobation . As 
both these schemes differ essentially from the 
Calvinistic hypothesis, I shall attempt to give a 
concise analysis of each in succession, that they 
may be more conveniently compared. Although 
much has been already said to expose the in- 
consistency of the Calvinistic scheme, new ab- 
surdities present themselves upon every re-ex« 
aminationt 

Calvin defines predestination to be <<the eter* 
Qal decree of God^ whereby he had it determin- 
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.^d with himself what he willed to became of ev- 
ery man \ for all are not created to like estate, 
but some to eternal life> and some to etem^d 
ilamnation is fore-appointed. Therefore, as e\-^ 
try man is created to one or other end, so i^re 
Bay that he 13 predestinate either to life or dealhk 
ThiscounseU as touching tlie elect, ve say is 
grounded upon his free mercy, without respect 
to the worthiness of mian. But whom he ap- 
pointeth to damnation, to them by his just, in* 
deed, and irreprehensibie, but also incompre* 
hensible judgement, the entry of life is blocked 
up I Now in the elect, we set vocatioa to be 
.the testimony of election, and then justificatioii 
to be anoUier sign on the manifest she\ving of it^ 
till they come to glory, wherein is the fulfilling 
cf it. But as by vocation and election God ma« 
, keth his elect, sob|r shutting out the reprobate 
either from the knowledge of his name, pr the 
sancti&cation of lus spirit, he doth, as it wero^ 
by these marks, open what judgement aludetb 
for them." Which, ^cording to his scheme, 
(Would be judgement contrary to the eternal 
principles of both justice and mercy. 

Whenever a man can be prevailed upon to 
abandon the use of his reason so far as to believe 
that a just and merciful God did ever create even 
one human being oi\ purposoi to damn him eter* 
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nallf) ^^^ business is complete ; he is now a 
true disciple^ properly prepared and qualified to 
believe any thing. They can believe, that the 
decrees of God are his eternal purpose accord* 
ing to the council of his own fvzV/, ivhereby^ for 
his own glory, he hsXhforc-ordained whatsoever 
comes to pass ; rapes, robberies, murders, sod- 
omy, and all the abominable, filthy crimes that 
have ever been committed by mankind. They 
can believe, that after the Deity had established 
every possible event by absolute immutaUe de^ 
ereeMj and determined the fate of every human 
being by the decrees of election and reprobation, 
he instituted a decefitrve system of firebaiicn by 
constituting Adam the head and representative 
of allhts posterity, and entering into a covenant 
ivith him, that on the sole condition of his ab« 
staining fi<om eating the forbidden fruit, the 
whole humaii race should enjoy an happy im- 
mortality ; but if he transgressed, death tempo* 
^ ral, spiritual, and eternal, should be the fate of 
all his posterity, who were not of the elected 
mimber. They can believe, that although every 
possible event ws-sjured and predetermined by 
eternal, immutable decrees, and the positive fore- 
knowledge of God, that Adam acted as a/ree, 
mbiassed, moral agent, because he was entirely 
^gnormttt^ both the secret decree j and the abso« 
lOle presdence of God. But when Adam trans- 
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grossed, as they believe it was positively decreed 
that he should, for they positively deny that 
God left any thing contingent, that ist which 
might, or might not happen, they believe that 
all his posteri ty (who were not elected) lost com* 
munion with God, are under his wrath and curse^ 
and so made liable to all the miseries of this 
life, to death itself, and to the pains of hell for- 
ever. And their preceptor Calvin says, that in- 
fants bring their damnation out of their moth- 
er*s bellies ! They can believe, that Christ ful- 
filled the law in behalf of the elect only, which 
^re denominated his sheep, for whom alone he 
made an atonement, and left the goats (which he 
had reprobated, and consigned to the devilby aa 
eternal, immutable decree, divested of all moral 
ability) subject to the dominion of tlie law ctf 
Tivorks, by which the scriptures declare, in posi- 
tive termS) that no flesh shall be justified, . afid 
argue in the true Hibernian style, that although 
the descendants of Adam lost a power which 
they never had, about five or six thousand yea» 
before they were bom, which might have ena- 
bled them to keep the law. 

" That though man by his fall hath lost his 
strength to keep the law, Ged hath, not lost his 
power, nor the law its force or authority. No 
allowance can be made qr indeed given to loaa 
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to do amiss. If he fails in one point of the latr, 
the law is broken, and charges the guilty sin* 
ner with a breach of the whole. The terms in 
this are always the same, okty fietfectiyj or die 
eternally:'^ 

We behold in the above opinion, a true pic- 
ture of what the Calvinists have denominated 
justice. They believe, that although our depra* 
Yky and ruin originated in the decrees of God's 
sonrereign wili^ which was compleated by the 
transgression of the agent which he cko%e to act 
for us, he is not under the least obligation, either 
as thjb Creator or Redeemer of mankind, to ' 
make any allowance for onr inability, the learn- 
ed and the ignorant, the wise inan and the fool, 
tbie idiot, and every thing that mi^ be calleil 
human, must obey perfectly^ or die eternally. But 
as they believe every thing that is wrongy it is 
also necessary to constitute them truly ortho- 
dox, that they should disbelieve «very thin;^ 
which is right. They therefore disbelieve, that 
ttoegr^ceof God, which bringeth salvation to 
aU moq hath appeared. 

They disbelieve, that it is the mlloi God that 
ail men should be wvedf and come unto the 
kpQwledge of the truth.f 

* Baptist Association. f ^ 1*iii^* i^* ^ 

L 
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They deny, that Christ is the propitiation 
for the 9in8 of the wAoie world.* 

That Christ gave himself a ransom for all| to 
be testified in due time.f 

That the Father sent the Son to be the Sa- 
viour of the fvorld4 

That Christ died for ally Sec. That God was 
in Christ reconciling the world unto himself) 
not imputing their trespasses unto them.|| 

That Christ tasted death for every man. That 
be will destroy him that hath the power of death) 
that iS) the devil. And deliver them, who^ 
through fear of deaths >vere all their lifetime 
subject to bondage.** 

That the Son of God will ever finally destroy 
the works of the deviLtt ♦ 

That Christ hath made peace through the 
blood of his cro8S> and will ever reconcile a# 
things to God.tt 

• 1 John ii. 2. 1 1 Tim. ii. 6, \l John iy. 14. 
II 2 Cor. V. 14. 15, 19. •• Hcb. ii. 9, 14, 15, 

tt i Joba iii. 8. ^f Col. i. 19» 20. 
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That Christ will take away the sin of the 
world.* 

That the free gift came upon all men to the 
juatification of lifcf 

That every knee will bow to Jesus^ and every 
tong^ie confess that he is Lord4 

That whosoever shall confess that Jesus is 
the Son of God^ God dwelleth in him^ and he ui 

God.|| 

That Christ hath obtained eternal redempt 
lion for us.** 

That Christ was wounded for our transgres* 
sionsy and bruised for our iniquities ; that the 
chastisement of our peace was upon lum ; and 
that with his stripes we are healed. And that 
the Lord laid on him the iniquity of all who 
had gone aatrayy which includes the whole hu* 
manrace.tt 

They also deny^ that it ever was the inten- 
tion of Christ, after his crucifixion, todrawa/Z 

* John i. 29. f Rom. v. 18. % Phil. ii. 10. 

II 1 John iv. 15. *• Heb. ix. 13* ft !♦»• li'»i- *» ^- 
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men unto him^ becaxise vast numbers had been 
previously given to tlie devil by an eternal^ im- 
mutable decree.* 

They deny> that Christ is the head of evet^ 

They acknowledge^ that by the offence of 
Adam judgement came upon ail men to condem* 
nation ; but positively deny^ that by the righ- 
teoiisneM of Jesics Christ the Jree gift ^anie 
upon all meii unto the justification of life *4 and 
alledge, that all men, in the first case, does mean 
Qll.mens but in the lastcase^ the elect onif. 

They positively deny, that Christ is an advo» 
cate with the Father, or a propitiation for the 
sins of the whole worid.)| 

But all these cannot excite pur astonishment 
so much, as their positive denial of the truth of 
Christ'ssolemn promise, that if be should be lift-* 
ed up from the earth, he would draw ail men 
unto him* 

The Father sent his Son into the world, in- 
vested with all the power in Heaven and in earth, 

• John xii.S2. f 1 Gear. xi.3. ;( R©m. v. 16. 
yijohnii. 1. 
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to accomplish two very important purposesi to 
wit, to be the Saviour of the world, and to tfff- 
itroy the ivorka of the devil.* 

J3ut the Partialists positively deny, that he 
ever will accomplish either of these purposes. 
But there are other important purposes, for the 
accomplishment of which Christ was invested 
with extraordinary powers. He will not satisfy 
himself with destroying the works of the devil| 
but will assuredly destroy the old traitor himself. 

Forasmuch, then, as the children are par- 
takers of flesh and blood, he also took part of, 
the same, that through death he might destroy 
him that hath the power of death, that is^ the 
dcviLt 

He will also destroy hell, and ransom the pi is- 
oners that are confined there, and redeem them 
^rom death. O death, I will be thy (katargeitai) 
perdition and dissolution^ O hell, 1 will be thy 
destruction : repentance shall be hid from miue 
eyes.| 

Death is swallo^ved up in victory. O death ! 
where is thy sting ? O hell I where is thy vic- 

• Mat. xxviii. 18. 1 John iv. H and iii. 8. f ^^^* 
u, 14« I ilos. ziii. 14. 
L2 
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t6ry ? The sling of death is sin ; Sfid the 
streTigth of sin is the law.* 

Now if hell is to be of eternal duration, and 
the Lord is determined never to ransom the 
pltisoners from their confinenient there, or to 
redeem them from the power of the second 
death, but to Jeavc them in hell, to curse and 
blaspheme his adorable name, which is allowed 
by all to be a most heinous sin : and as sin is 
declared to be the sting of death, I query, and 
request a candid answer. With what propriety 
could the above questions be asked by one who 
had solemnly promised to destroy hell) to ran- 
sfem the prisoners from its power^ and not only 
to redeeih them from death, but also to destroy 
death itself, but had fulfilled none of these 
promises ? For he must reign till he has put all 
enemies under his feet : the last enemy shall 
be destroyed, which is death.f 

• Now if death shall ultimately be destroyed, 
^s the last efiemy ofGod and man, iis it not self- 
evident that evil of every kind and degree, both 
physical and moral, must be previously destroy* 
ed ? For otherwise it could not with truth be 
called the last enemy if others were still in being. 

• 1 Cor. XV. 54 to 57. f 1 Cor. xv. 25, -26. 
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How monstrously absurd and bIa8)>]iexttoiis 
nvQuld it s^pear to e\'ery reasonable person, if 
any one should affii*m, that God waa constantly 
emplx^ed in. producing human beings on pur« 
pose for the. devil> to be tormented by him 
throughout eternal ages I But however shocks 
ing it may appear, this is the genuine essence 
of the doctrine of Calrin and his disciples, when 
stripped o£ the sophistical garb in which it has 
been decorated, and sent forth into the worlds 
If they are asked what motire could have in-i 
duced the Deity to create so many milUons of 
human beings,who neither had nor could offend 
him before they existed^ and to reprobate them 
by an eternal decree,they do not wish to hear any 
thing said about justice in this stage of the bu« 
fttness ; but acknowledge this to be an act of so« 
Tereign power ; and argue^ that as the potter 
has power over an insensible lump of clay, out 
of which to make one vessel to honour, and an<» 
other to dishonour, so God has an indisputaUe 
right to create millions to damn them etemally» 
because they are conceived in sin, and brought 
forth in iniquity, in consequence of Adam's 
fall ; by which their nature and original con^ 
stitution was so effectually corrupted and vitia^ 
ted, that nothing less than almighty power can 
restore fallen nature to its pristine state : and 
ihis the Deity is by ao means obliged to dO|^, 
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as he had given them such a promising chance 
for future happiness, by choosing Adam their 
representative, to act for them,who unfortunately 
proved a traitor, by which means all their claim 
to future happiness was fairly lost* But when 
they are reminded of the eternal, immutable 
decree, by means of which (agreeably to their 
Scheme) Adam was obliged to act exactly as 
he did, .they wish to have this part of the busi- 
ness considered as contingent, and argue stren- 
uously that Adam acted as a fi^ee, unbiassed 
agent, because he was entirely ignorant both of 
the secret decree and the fore-knowledge of 
Cod and their influence upon his conduct. 

But were we, for argument sake, to allow that 
Adam was exempt from the influence of the se- 
cret decree, would this be sufficient to vindicate 
the moral character ofGod for constituting Ad- 
am the covenant-head and representative of his 
posterity^ and putting their lives, and only chance 
of millions for future happiness, in trust with 
him, when he positively knew that Adam would 
transgress? And then to offer this as a good rea- 
son, why any individual of his posterity should 
be precluded from an interest in the covenant of 
grace, and the benefits to be derived from the 
atonement and propitiation ipade by Christ for 
the sins of the whole world; who is declared to 
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be the head oi every man. Thus are vast num- 
bers supposed to be excluded from any partici# 
patioQ in the covenant of grace, and left subjett 
to the coveaant of workty perfectly divested of 
every necessary qualification to fulfil the laW| 
and to work out their own salvation by the deeds 
thereof; although^he scriptures positively de- 
clare, that by the deeds of the law no fiesh shall 
be justified. 

It is evidently impossible to vindicate the jus- 
tice ^ of imputing the sin of Adam to his poster) 
ity on «my other terms or condition, than by im- 
puting to every infKvidual t)f them fully, freely, 
and absolutely, the benefits purchased for all 
mankind by the sufferings, death, obedience, and 
perfect righteousness of Christ, their present 
glorious head ; t^ho-tasted death for every man, 
und atoned for the iniquities of all those who had 
gone astray. 

^ Surely he hath bomeour griefs, and carried 
tiur sorrows ; yet we did esteem him stricken, 
smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was woun* 
ded for our transgressions, he- was bruised for 
cwit iniquities : the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him ;• and with his stripes we are heal- 
ed. Ml we, like sheep, have goneaatray ; we have 
turned €very one to Ihis own way ; and the Lord 
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hath laid on him the iniquity of us all :"* i. e. 
All who had gone astray, that is, the whole hu- 
man race. For God hath concluded them all in 
unbelief, that he might have mercy ^fi<^ thm 

Univeraaliat. As so much stress has been Isdd 
upon the doctrine of sovereign right, let us ex- 
amine it candidly^ to discover upon what foun- 
dation it stands. 

Cahdmat, Surely God as the Creator and su- 
. preme Governor of the universe, must have a 
0U9t right to do what he pleases. 

Univ. To the truth of this proposition, I most ' 
perfectly agree, but alledge, that it is impoasi' 
ble for any being to acquire a just right to do 
that wluch is wrong. There is an eternal, im* 
mutable difference between right and wrong, 
virtue and vice, and moral good and evil. They 
do not depend upon the noill of any bejng, and 
therefore are of universal obligation, and can* 
not be abrogated or altered. And it is impoft- 
si]>Ie that a God possessing infinite wisdom and 
goodness, should mistake their nature and tea^ 
dency^ and substitute the one in place of the 

* Isa, liii. 4 to r* f ^o™« ^i* ^* 
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other. Virtue and happiness are as much pref- 
erable to vice and miserjr, as light is to dai'k>- 
nessy or as Heayen is to hell. It is therefore 
evidenily impossible, tliat a God of infinite good- 
ness, ivisdom, and almighty power, should of 
choice establish vice and misery upon an eternal 
basis, in preference to virtue and fiermancnt 
hafifime89» 

Catv. But as we derived our beine from God 
in the act of creation, does not this lay us under 
infinite obligations to him, and give him a sov^ 
ereign right either to save or damn us, without 
any regard to what our future conduct might 
be? 

XInirv. By no means : for existence without en* 
joymenti is not a blessing, but a curse ; which 
cannot reasonably demand any tribute of gratu 
tude or thanks, and cannot ^nlitle the being to 
inflict a second injury, because the first could 
not be resisted. 

Caiv. But God confers many temporal bles* 
. ungs even upon the worst reprobate ; he clothes 
ttod feeds them by his bounty. 

. Umv, So it is said, that the Cannibals fatten- 
ed their prisoners to kill and eat them. But 
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can you possibly imagine that any being can) by 
conferring a small benefit, acquire a juat right 
to inflict an infinite injury ? And I think it must 
be granted, that these temporal or temporary 
Jtruoura are small, indeed^ when compared yritk 
eternal misery. 

Calv. Many conjectures have been formed to 
account for, and vindicate the justice of, the eter- 
nal, absolute decrees of election and reproba- 
tion ; but I am confident that the fjollovving Was 
the true cause and a compleat vindication of 
the measure, viz. God, by means of his infinite 
piiescietioe> discovered all those who would be 
obedient believers, and also all those who would, 
when created, prove incorrigible sinners. He 
therefore elected the first to eternal life, and 
sentenced the others to eternal damnation, by 
ajecree of reprobation. 

Univ. As there neither is, nor can he, any 
but one moral law, which is an eternal rule of 
right, so neither can there'be any but one kind 
or rule of justice, which absolutely prohibits 
passing the sentence of death and eternal dam-: 
nation upon an innocent beii^ ; and there ' is- 
probably not one simpleton in e^stence (if not 
bonded by prejudice) who can suppose ncw- 
emky c^iiiinalv - And to aupp^se that h i^ fori* 
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knowledge of what they would do, if created, 
bad provoked him to force them into existence 
to punish them^ is to suppose him capable of 
violating every principle o£ juaticey by inflicting 
tlie greatest curae possible, prior to the possi- 
bility of offence given, or transgression commit- 
ted. 

Univ. But would not his infinite prescience 
discover that this infinity of gtdit and eternal 
misery might have been avoided, by omitting to 
create all those which he knew would prove in- 
corrigible sinners? Is it not highly unreason- 
able to suppose, that God i^ould create beings 
which he knew infinite wisdom and almighty 
power would never be able to reclaim, and place 
in a state of permanent happiness ? 

Caiv. No reasonable person can doubt either 
his wisdom or power to render the whole human 
race virtuous and happy, if he had ever wished 
them that felicity. It is certain- that he could 
j^form thenl all with as much facility as he con- 
verted Saul, from being a most virulent perse- 
cutor, to a sincere Christian. We have never 
.'doubted his ability to save the whole human 
xacc, but we believe he never wished to save 
ihimallt becau&e he fbre^ew that fhey would 
*lose both their vnll saidfiower to keep his law. 
M 
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f77<n;. Is it not absurd, cruel) and ^ven bias* 
phemouBi to stigmatize the moral character of 
the ever-cmerciful Jehovah by affirming, that he 
had forced into existence millions of human be- 
ings who neither had, nor could offend him, and 
sentenced them to eternal damnation by an im- 
mutable decree of reprobation ? Or to affinni 
that he caused the final fate of millions to de- 
prend upon the conduct of on^ man, which he 
himself had chosen to represent them, although 
it is acknowledged that God positively .knew 
that he, to wit, Adam, would transgress, and 
consequently render miliions of his. posterity 
eternally miserable ? 

'It certainly ca^n afford no just cause of sur« 
prize to any person who will candidly consider 
the relation subsisting between cause and effect, 
that those who believe that Calvinism contains 
4he genuine principles of Christianity, which re^ 
presents the Deity to be the most partial, cruel» 
vindictive, inexorable being in existence, should 
renounce the Christian system and turn deists ; 
because all which they had ever seen, felt or 
experienced, gave the lie direct to this infam- 
ous, atrocious calumny. And I am convinced 
by attentive observation, that the doctrine of the 
eternal, absolute, unconditional decrees: of elec- 
tion and reprobation,were never cateulatedto^an- 
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iwer anf good fmrpoBe» and that it bas don« 
more real iojucy to the Christiao axstexoi than 
all the other errors which have disgraced it| 
have ever dones as it haa a natural and neces- 
sary tendency to cause all those (who do not 
presume that they arc of the happy y^w, who* 
have been the subjects of partial favour) to dread 
and hate God> as a cruel» partial being. These 
are the strongest piUars which support the tem- 
ple of Antichrist, and as long as they remain 
unshaken) the devil may rest perfectly easy 
while his fiuthful sentinels on the watch-towers 
cry out, all's well. And this will probably be 
the case as long as his emissaries are successful 
in persuading people that God has made a par- 
tial election of a few individuals) and is the im- 
placable enemy of all the non-elect. And ai 
present) there is but little apparent danger of 
any defection or schism amongst our spiritual 
guides ; for although they differ in trivial mat- 
ters) almost every denomination of Christians) 
from his holiness at Rome to the truly sincere 
Westfieldien Methodist) inculcates the doctrine of 
fiariial election and eternal damnation ! which is 
. (gloss it as they i^ease) an eternal^ voluntary sur- 
rvender of these very beings to the permanent do* 
-iBUiion of the devil) who were made on purpose 
.for him {for it is the madness of folly to suppose 
'that God would employ any effectual means to 
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reclaim those who were destined to hell^ hj an 
eternal decree^ before they were created. 

We must at present leave the poor, unassist* 
ed reprobate to contrive some means whereby 
he may reoiove the obstacles which Calvin says 
God has placed in the way to block up the en- 
try of life against himy to examine the opinion 
of the Baptist Association on this momentous 
subject. Although the opinions of the Baptist 
Association are^ in some respects, more rational 
than those of some of the most rigid CalvinistSt 
yet they have espoused some of their most cap- 
ital* errors. ; 

JFtrsty By maintaining an eternal, personal 
election antecedent to the subsequent deceptive 
semblance of a state of probation, in which 
scheme Adam was constituted our representa- 
tive to act for us, as ifhe, by his good conduct, 
could have annulled the prior arrangement es- 
tablished by the eternal decrees. 

Secondly^ In precluding all the non-elect from 
any participation in the covenant of grace, aad 
leaving them totally divested of every moral 
principle and power, to work out their own sal- 
vation by deeds of the law of works, or more 
propeiiff in other wordsi to the peaceablei 09 
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uncontested dominion of the devil, for whom 
they must (agreeably to this plan) have been 
originally created ; for the scripture declaresi 
Hi positive terms, that by ttie deeds of the law 
shall no flesh be justified ; and if not justified} 
they cannot be saved. They affirm that Adam 
^?as constituted the head and representative of 
all his posterity, and prove it by quoting one half 
of the Ulh verse of the 5ih chapter to the Rom- 
ans, viz. by the offence of one, judgement came 
upon all men to condemnation. But as they 
positively deny that Christ is the head of every 
man, they have cunningly suppressed the other 
lialf of the verse, which testifies that, even S0| 
1>y the righteousness of one [i. e. Christ] the 
free gift came upon all men unto the justifica- 
tion of life. Should we, or rather can we re- 
pose confidence in those who are so much infat- 
\iated and pleased with the idea of a partial God, 
a partial Saviour, a partial redemption and res- 
toration to the favour of God, that in order to 
establish these opinions, wilfully mutilate the 
scripture, and even divide a verse, which, when 
entire, fairly confutes their tenets, as it exhibits 
the benevolent plan of the Deity in its true light? 
Which was to convince the children of men, by 
an actual experiment, that their sole chance for 
hftppiness; both here and hereafter, depended 

m2 
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upon the infinite goodnes^ wisdomj and almigh- 
ty power of GcxL 

The devils were created free agents..Mthey 
acted in a more exalted sphere^ and were doubt- 
less endowed with more excellent faculties than 
we arC) or Adam was, and yet they transgress«- 
ed and fell. Adam was created pure and in^ 
nocent, and only prohibited from eating the fruit 
jof a certain tree, but he transgressed and fell 
also, as God certainly knew he would ; in con- 
sequence of which defection, his posterity have 
suffered temporary inconvenience, but not more 
than is^abaolutely necessary to teach us our en- 
tire dependance upon the head and representa- 
tive oiallmerty chosen by our most merciful Fa- 
ther and bountiful benefactor (long before Ad- 
am was created) to be the propitiation for our 
sins, and to taste death for every maji, and hath 
conferred the free gift upon all meriy unto thp 
justification of life« 

But the Baptists who appear to be anxious,to 
establish the doctrine of partial election and 
eternal damnation, are strenuous for excluding 
all those which they call non-elect, from any 
participation in the covenant of grace, and also 
from the benefits derivable by the elect, from 
the su:fferings; deaths obedience^ and perfect 
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righteousness of Christ, who is declared to be 
the head of every man. They teach, that the 
.elect are freely justified by the imputed right- 
i^ousness of Christ alone.; and that the non-elect 
are left under the judgement and condemnation 
of the law, cpmpleally divested l^ Adam's fallp 
pf all moral power or capacity to keep, the law ; 
the terms in which are always the same, odey 
perfectly^ or die eternally I And although they 
must allow^that these poor, forlorn wretchesi 
.have lost all moral ability to do any thing that 
might recommend them to the favour of God 
by the defection of the person whom he had 
chosen to represent them, yet they argue in the 
.words following, viz. that <' though man by his 
fall hath lost his strength to keep the law, God 
hd(h not lost, his power, nor the l^w its force or 
authority. No allowance can be made or in* 
deed given to man to do amiss. If he«&ils bat 
in one point of the law, the law is broken, and 
charges the guilty sinqer with s^ bre.aqb of tlK 
whole.!' 

In order to vindicate the moral character and 
justice of God, in making Adam a covenant* 
head to his posterity, and putting our lives and 
infientance in trust with, him to the inevitable 
ruin of millions, if. their doctrine is true, they 
obseryei ^/ that some may catU at Qod's ma- 
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king Adam a covenam-head to his posterity) 
and for putting our lives and ifiheritance in tniat 
with him: but this, brethren, we believe ii 
irithout any just cause : nay, a reflection on the 
wisdom and righteousness of God, could we 
have been in council, we Judge we should have 
agreed to have given our high Father the ho- 
nour of being our trustee." 

Bat upon the above supposition, when tht 
whole human race ap|)eared oti the electioi^ 
ground, if the Deity had candidly told them 
(as he positively knew what the conduct of 
Adam would be) that Adam would betray the 
trust to which he was delegated, and that (agree- 
ably to their opinion) many millions of them 
Ifrould be precluded from every benefit result- 
ing from the covenant of grace, and be left 
amenable to the covenant of works, divested of 
*very moral principle, or the power of doing 
any action acceptable to God, and that in con* 
sequence of this innate depravity and defect of 
moral ability, contracted by Adam's apostasy, 
*nany millions tef them would inevitably be eter- 
nally damned, I am confident that Adam would* 
not have gained one vote in the Baptist Associa- 
tion. They would much rather have been in- 
dividually responsible for thdr own conduct, 
provided the sentence should have been punc- 
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taally executed on every one Mrho should eat 

' the forbidden fruit, i. e. that they should all die 

on the same day, people would soon shun it, as 

they now do the Upas tree on the Island of Java. 

In the above tenets we have a true picture of 
Calvinistic justice. It matters not with them 
when> where, pr how mankind became incapa- 
ble to perform their duty ; whether they lost 
their power before they had it, or afterwards.... 

. whether by their own misconduct, or that of 
another, who was chosen by God to act for 
them as their representative....whether they are 
learned or ignorant, wise or foolish ; the idiot) 
and every thing in the form of a man, must obey 
the law perfectly, or die eternally. No allow- 
ance can be made for disability. The law is 

.perfectly good, and every breach of it, they say, 
deserves eternal death; which, agreeably to 
their hypothesis, will be inflicted upon every 
person who has not been elected by an eternal 
4ecree ; for it would be the madness of folly 

.U> suppose that God would employ any effectual 
jmeans to reclaim those who were not elected, 
or, as the rigid Calvinists suppose, were des- 
tined to hell long before ^y human being was 
«reated. 
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It is the opinion- most generally reeeived^ that 
those who perish eternally^, are condemned for 
not believing in Christ. I therefore ask^ and 
request a candid answer. What are the non- 
elect to believe concerning him ? Are they to 
believe that Christ is: their Saviour f That he 
died for thtfm^f Thai; he made an atonement 
-ibr tkeir sins ? That he i^ave himself a ransom 
for- tbem, to be testified in due time ? That 
Christ tasted death for every man, and he wiU 
finally destroy him that hath the power of deaths 
that is, the devil? That the Son of God was 
manifested onpurpoMf to destroy the works of 
the devil, and that be will do it effectually? 
That the free giftt came upon all men unto the 
-justification of life ? That Christ hath obtained 
eteiTial redemption for them^ and that he wiU 
interdede with his Father to pardon them ?.-. 
Certainly not ; for if the ofHnion called ortho- 
dox be trtie, all the above creed must be abso* 
lutely false ; and we cannot conceive that God 
\rould reward any person with eternal life and 
-felicity for believing a lie. But if, on the con- 
trary, they should believe that God had, by an 
eternal,immutable,/farrfa^election,chosensome 
to eternal life and happiness, and sentenced the 
remainder to death and eternal misery, by a de- 
cree of reprobation.... that Christ is ^fiartial Sa- 
viour, and has nothing to do with the non-elect, 
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but to condemn and sentence them to eternal 
torments at the lafit day, for not having observed 
and kept the law of God perfectl7....that not- 
withstanding their inevitable inability, it is the 
fitrfection of justice to punish them eternally..^ 
that God had not elected them....that Christ was 
not their Saviour. ...that he did not die for theroi 
but for the elect only..fthat he had not made an 
atonement for their stns....that he never tasted 
death for them....that he never g^e himself a 
ransom for them....that Christ will never inter* 
cede with his Father to pardon them. 

This creed, according to the current hypothe* 
ftis, would be orthodox. But would it entitle 
them to the favour of God and eternal felicity \ 
If not, it evidently follows, that they are neither 
damned for their belief nor their unbelief ; but 
because they were not elected, or rather, as the 
Calvinists affirm, because they were reprobated 
by an eternal decree... .for no possible fault; 
for it is impossible that nonentity should trans- 
gress «ny law or offend any rational being* 
And as it is affirmed, that the decree of repro« 
-fcation was etemaly and that the human species 
<were created in timC'^ they certainly could not 
«»ffend before any of them existed* Therefore^ 
if the above hypothesis be true, it evidently 
ibllows} that an infinite injury was decreed to be 
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inflicted upon them prior to the possibilitf of 
transgression commiited or offence given. 

If I am ever fairly convinced that God has 
made a partial election of a few individuals for 
himself, and consigned the remainder to the 
devil by an eternal decree of reprobation, and 
that Christ has made a partial atonement for 
the sins of the elect only, and left the greatest 
number to perish eternally, then shall I reverse 
all my former ideas oijuBtice^ believe in the doc- 
trine of eternal damnation, and rank partiality 
as the first and most exalted of the cardinal vir- 
tues, as it was the first that appears to have 
been exercised towards mankind, probably mil- 
lions of ages before any of them were created. 
This is the glorious gospel of John Calvin, that 
proclaims a partial God, who sends milliont 
into the world totally incapable to do right, and 
damns them eternally for doing wrong I 

The Methodists perceiving the egregious in* 
consistencies in the Calvinistic doctrine of pre- 
destination, election, and reprobation, have, in 
the 60th page of a book containing their prin- 
ciples and doctrines, endeavoured to remove 
what they call the greatest stumbling block 
about election out of luw way* Tbey appear to , 
have divided the subject into three heads. In 
the first) they attempt tQ prove, that although 
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God positivdy knew from eternity who would 
be obedient belieyerS) and those who would 
prove incorrigible sinners ^ yet he neither elect- 
ed one classy nor reprobated the other, until they 
became actual believers or unbelievers in tliis 
life. I now ask, 

Firsts If God positively foreknew that ariy 
man would live and die an unbeliever, could he 
possibly convert himself into a true believer 
contrary to God's fore-knowledge ? 

Secondly^ I would also ask, and request a 
candid answer, What had those tnillions done, 
before they were created, to provoke the Deity 
to drag them into existence in the most deplo- 
rable state of ignorance and imbecility, posi- 
tivefy knowing that the means of information 
which would be granted to them, would never 
be sufficient to convince their understandings 
of the truth of the propositions which they 
were required to believe I 

Udrdlyy Is it possible for a person to believe 
any proposition which he cannot understand? 

Fourthly i Can there be any merit in pretend- 
ing to believe a proposition (although it may be 
ttue) before- the force of evidence has conveyed 

IT 
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« sufficient degree of information to the under- 
standing to produce conviction ? 

Fifthly^ Can a person be justly condemned 
for not believing a truth, the principles of which 
he can in no degree comprehend ? If so, then 
all idiots are justly condemnable. 

Secondly^ They have proved, from scripture, 
the truth of their twentieth article, viz. that the 
offering of Christ once made, is, that perfect re-^ 
demption, propitiation and satisfaction for all the 
sins of the whole world, both original and ac- 
tual ; and that there is none other satisfaction- 
for sin but that alone. But as if it had been in- 
tended as an irrefragable proof, that where pre-. 
judice prevails, reason is blinded; and that tru^h 
and falsehood will never amalgamate. They 
have, in the third place, espoused the horrid 
doctrine of eternal damnation, and calmly sur- 
render millions to the dominion of the devil, to 
the endless ages of eternity, for the sin of un- 
belief, although they profess to believe, that the 
offering once made by Christ is that perfect re- 
demption, propitiation, and satisfaction, for the. 
sins of the whole world, both original and ac- 
tual, and that there is none other satisfaction 
for sin but that alone, If this be true, the 9in 
of unbeUqf of all the world, must h^vje been in-, 
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cHidedj and if included, as it must iiave been, if 
Christ died for ally and has redeemed ally that 
God laid upon Christ the iniquities of all 
that were gone astray ;* that he has made am- 
ple satisfaction for the sins of the whole world) 
amongst which unbelief must have been inclu- 
ded, which they themselves have sufficiently 
proved ; yet, when they are asked, ^^Thy, then, 
are not all saved ? They answer, Becauise they 
believe not in the name of the only begotten Son 
of God. If unbelief he a nuy then are they con« 
futed, and convicted by their own confession ; 
for they acknowledge that Christ made perfect 
satisfaction for all the Bina of the vthole worlds 
both original and actual. If therefore Christ 
bas once satisfied divine justice in their behalf, 
liTid redeemed them from both the curse and 
condemnation of the law, for what, or whose 
crimes, are they to be eternally damned ? 

John testifies it as a matter of his own know- 
ledgej that the Father sent the Son to be the Sa- 
viour of the world.i And Christ himself tells 
his disciples, that all power in Heaven and in 
earth, had been given unto him ;f so we find 
bi9 commission was clear and positive, not con« 

• Isaiah liii. 4, 5, 6. f 1 John iv. 14. ^ Matthew 
ziiviii. 18. 
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fined to individuals) but extended to the whole 
i¥orId, and his power to execute this important 
business omnipotent. But to our astonishment^ 
these very people, who not only acknowledge 
this truthi but have taken pains to prove it^ and 
also have inserted it as a fundamental article of 
their faithy that Christ has made perfect satis^ 
faction foMhl the sins of the whole world, both 
original and actual, yet they persist in denying 
that he will ever fulfil the desigii or purpose of 
hh mission, but will finally sentence numbers of 
these very beings to everlasting perdition, for 
whose sins he has made an ample atonement 
and^satisfaction ; and all this for the sin of uju 
beliefy which he could remove with the greatest 
facility, being invested with all the powers of 
Heaven and earth, to enable him to accomplish 
tliree very important purposes. 

JFirsty To be the Saviour of the world. 

. Secondly^ To destroy the works of the dtvil.* 

Thirdly y To destroy the devil himselftf / 

Neither of these purposes will he ever atcom» 
plish, if their opinions are founded in ti^uth^ al« 

• I John iii. 8. t Heb. ii. 14; 
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though he has made a solemn promise, that if 
he shoulc^be lifted up from the earth, he M'ould 
draw ail men unto him.* But if we are to be- 
lieve the doctrine of the Methodists, never did 
any ambassador transact the business he was 
sent to perform, so wretchedly ; for notwith- 
standing his being furnished with almighty pow- 
ers for the salvation of the whole world of man- 
kind, and had suffered a painful, shameful death, 
by which means he had ransomed and redeem- 
ed the inhabitants of the whole world, and made 
ample satisfaction for all their sins, both ori- 
ginal and actual, yet they persist ia believing 
and teaching, that many of these very beings 
which he had ransomed and redeemed by shed- 
ding his precioils blood for the remission of their 
sins, will be lefl in possession of the enemy of 
God and man, to perish eternally.^ 

Now would any rational, unprejudiced per- 
son suppose, that after they had not only ac- 
knowledged, but fairly proved, that Christ had 
ransomed and redeemed the inhabitants of the 
whole world, that they would still doubt, and 
continue to deny, that he would ever fulfil the 
solemn promise which he made a few days be- 
fore his crucifixion, viz. that if he should be 



* John xii. 32, 

n2 
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Cfted up fiiom the earthy he would draw all men 
unto him. As this promise is so poiAedly con« 
trary to the doctrine of eternal damnation, that 
both cannot be true; and the Methodists are 
free to take their choice ; for either the one or 
the other is certainly falsei and there is no door 
open for prevarication^ but to affirm with the 
Calvinists, that all men, in these scriptures, does 
not mean all men, but only the elect : which 
the Methodistsi in the 68th page, properly calls 
a shameless, senseless evasion. 

Mr. Wesley and his adherents deserve credit 
£>r having praved, that Christ has ransomed 
and redeemed the whole human jace. But is it 
not truly astonishing, that they still persist in be- 
lieving and teaching that he, as Judge of the 
world, will, at the last day, sentence numbers of 
these very beings to eternal captivity in the re- 
gions of darkness, despair, and woe, which he 
had ransomed and redeemed by making a per- 
fect propitiation tind satisfaction for all their 
sins, both original and actual, as they pretend 
for the sin of unbelief ? But I wish to beinform- 
ed, to what rank or class this sin of unbelief be- 
longs, which appears to be neither original not 
actual : for these, by their own statement, have 
been atoned for. And we are assured that the 
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sins that have once been perfectly atoned foi^ 
ifill never be imputed again. 

They represent Christ to be an incompetenti 
injudicious ambassador, by proving that he had 
paid the compleat price for the redemption of 
the whole human race ; and, after having com* 
pleated the purchase^ left great numbers of those 
very subjects which he had redeemed, to remain 
in the everlasting possession of the enemy* 

Should they alledge^ that the deplorable ter- 
mination of this most important embassy was 
^used by some defect of power in Christ, this 
would be contrary to fact : for he told his disci- 
ples when he /aid unto them, go ye into all the 
world, and preach thegoefiel^ that is, glad tidings 
to every creature ; that all power in Heaven 
and in earth had been given to him. But this 
calamitous termination of this most important 
embassy, will never be realized. The plan of 
God for the redemption and final salvation of all 
mankind, has been concerted in infinite wisdom^ 
by infinite goodness, and has been, in its xnost 
difficult part, most compleatly accomplished, 
and is now progressing under the direction of 
an omniscient, omnipotent God and most mer^ 
ciful Saviour, to its most complete consumma- 
tion. When every creature which is in Heaven^ 
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and on the earth, and under the earth, and such 
as are in the sea, and all that are in them, shall 
join the universal chorus, saying. Blessing, and 
honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that 
sitteth upon the throne ; and unto the lamb for 
6ver and ever :* feia toa moTuia ton aiononj i. e* 
to the ages of ages. 

' Mr. Wesley conceived he had removed the 
great stumbling block out of the Tfay, concern- 
ing the doctrine of election, by relinquishing the 
xriost absurd part of the Calvinisiic hypothesis, 
which fairly constitutes God the author of sin, 
by charging him with having decreed whatso- 
ever comes to pass ; all the wicked, abominable, 
filthy, nasty, detestable crimes Uiat ever have 
or ever will be committed, are included in these 
few words, ivhataoever cornea tofiaaa. 

But although his hypothesis does not impute 
the sins of meii to the decrees or agency of God, 
yet he charges him with acts of injustice and 
craelty, of which no good being could be guilty, 
viz. Forcing millions into'ieristence who had not 
offended him, and who could suffer no possible 
injury as nonentities, positively knowing that 
after this life, they should be precluded from 

•Rcv.v.lS. 
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etery kind and degree of enjojmenty and be sub- 
jected to eveiy degree of miserf throughout 
eternal ages. 

Mr. Wesley probably omitted quoting the 
most cogent text in the New Testament, to 
evince that Christ died for ail metif because', it 
proves morethan he was willingtogrant. They 
are the words of Christ predicting his crucifix- 
ioDi and the beneficial effects of it to all man- 
Idnd) John xii. 33. And I, if I be lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all men unto me. This text 
is so pointedly repugnant to the doctrine of eter« 
nal damnation, that if one be trucj the other must 
ht folate Christ has been lifted up from the 
earth according to his prediction, and if he should 
fulfil his solemn promise by drawing all men un- 
to him, there will be none left for the devil, un- 
less he should prove to be strongest, and draw 
them back again. But for our consolation} 
Christ tells us in John x. 28, 29. And I give un- 
to them eternal life, and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any pluck them out of my hand. 
My Father which gave them to me, is greater 
than all ; and none is able to pluck them out 
of my Father's hand. So here we find clearly, 
that he has solemnly promised to draf» all men 
"unto him, and to give them eternal life (; and 
assures us, that both himself and his Father is 
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so much engaged to protect them by his. omnip- 
otent arm, that none shall be able to pluck them 
out of his hand. 

Is it not fairly presumable that the Methodists 
liave omitted to quote, to avoid the necessity of 
beingobliged tojoin.withthe.Calviniats inaffirm- 
ing tlisX fiantas anihrofious^ in Greek, and ail men^ 
, in English, does not mean allmen^ but only a few 
individurfsj who bad been partially elected ? For 
the Partialists wish not to relioquish this favour- 
ite doctrine of eternal damnation, by whick 
means they can^ . 

. With heaven's own thunders shake the world beloWf 
And play the God an engine on the foe. Pops* 

And as they profess to believe, that the final 
fate of eyery individual is immutably fixed and 
determined by the decrees, or absolute fore-know* 
ledge of God, they probably conclude, that al- 
though this doctrine cannot alter the destined 
fate of any person, it might operate greatly in 
favour of the elect, by restraining the reprobates 
from many acts of enormity, by which the saints 
might be molested. For certainly they cannot 
seriously believe, that their preaching and pray- 
ing can, or will induce the Deity to alter or re- 
verse any thing that has been fixed and deter* 
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knined upon, in the councils of Heaven, long be- 
fore man was created. But as some respect is 
due to the moral character of the Deity, ought 
they not to pause and re-examine this hypothe- 
sis, and ask themselves this serious question^ 
viz. Would not any man be called a blasphemer 
who should assert, that the Deity was almost 
constantly employed in creating human souls 
bh purpose for the devil ? It is in vain to evade 
or qiiibbIe....God certainly had some design in 
creating them, which, if he acts agreeably to his 
own nature, must be A good, just, and merciful 
design, which never could have induced him 
to create even one soul on purpose for the dev- 
il. But if it is denied, that he has created any 
for this purpose, I ask, how, then, does it hap- 
pen, that the devil captivates and retains so 
many souls contrary to the purpose of the Deity ? 

Jlnswery Because they would not believe in 
Christ, and thereby qualify themselves for fit in- 
habitants of Heaven ; they live and die in an un^ 
regenerated state ; it is therefore just to send 
them to the prison of hell eternally. 

Qiceation, Whether is regeneration the proper 
work of God or man ? Or, in other words, whe- 
ther it is the operation of the spirit of God act- 
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ing upon the soul of manf or the operaticm of 
the soul of man acting upon itself? 

ji. It is clearly the opera^on of the spirit of 
God acting upon the soul of man ; hut man 
should be aiding and assisting in the operation^ 
to the utmost of his ability. 

Q. I presume you mean^ that he should add 
a little of his goodness And fitvfer to the infinite 
goodness and almighty power of God, without 
which the work cannot be compleated ? But 
where is he to obtain this wisdom and power 
' which you call ^ ^ Is not God the source and- 
fountain of all wisdom^ goodness, and power i 
There is no other source from whence they^can 
be derived; and if he does not communicate 
wisdom, goodnesS) and power to his creatureS) 
how or where are they to acquire it ? Or for 
what are they accountable ? And if these gifts- 
are bestowed in such a penurious manner as 
not to answer the purpose, can those who are 
suppled to be completely divested of every 
moral qualification make up the deficiency ? I^ 
then, the means are denied that would be • in- 
dispensably necessary to enable them to put 
themselves into a salvable state, or to make up 
the deficiency of God's grace, how can they, 
with justice, be eternally damned i 
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Mr, Wesley plainly perceiving the palpa* 
ble absurdity of supposing it possible that a 
God of infinite goodness, justice, and mercy, 
should sentence millions of beings which he 
had determined to create at some future period 
to endless misery, by an eternal, immutable 
decree of reprobation, and ardently wishing to 
defend the moral character of the Deity against 
such an injurious imputation, he has endeavour- 
ed to qualify the doctrine, by alledging, that al- 
tliough God infallibly knew all those who should 
be finally happy, and all those who would be 
finally miserable, if created, yet he neither elect- 
ed any one to eternal life, nor sentenced any 
one to eternal damnation, by a decree of repro- 
bation, until, in time, when they became actual 
believers or unbelievers. This hypothesis has 
apparently more the semblance of justice than 
the other ; but when critically examined, it will 
be found equally fallacious. 

It is certain, that no human being can possi- 
bly, by the energy of their own unassisted pow- 
ers, aruoid OT eacafie ivoTCi a fate, which the Dei- 
ty infidliblyknew would be their everlasting por- 
tion, nor can we suppose it either probable or 
possible, that God would employ any efFectual 
means to convince, convert, and reclaim any 
person whom he infallibly knew would finally be 
a 
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eternally damned. If not, could it be either 
just or merciful) to drag them into existence to 
inflict upon them the worst curse possible) even 
the curse of eternal damnatioh, before it was 
possible for them to oflend him? Anditcertaia^ 
ly requires no logical arguments to prove, that 
nonentity could neither transgress any law, nor 
offend any rational being. 

Is it not therefore evident, that thePartial- 
ists of every denomination, who inculcate the 
doctrine of eternal damnation, charge God with 
a premeditated act of injustice and cruelty I 

If this horrid doctrine be true, I can perceive 
no possible way by which the moral character 
of God can be vindicated, but by proving that 
he is deficient either in wisdom or power, or 
both ;.forx to alledge that he is deficient in gwid 
fvill towards the beings whom he hath createdi 
would be fixing a stigma, instead of framing an 
apology. 

As it is impossible that the human species, 
or any individual of them, could have offended 
the Deity before they existed, and as he has 
brought them into being without their know- 
ledge or consent, in a state of extreme igno- 
rance and imbecility! subjected to innumerable 
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lemptations, and millions of them left to livey 
and die'withont instruction respecting their duty 
either to God or man, it is evidenily incompati- 
, ble with the attributes of the Deity to sentence 
any of them to eternal damnation, until he has 
first eitiployed every possible means to reclaim 
them. Is it not reasonable to believe, that Christ, 
"who tasted a bitter, painful death for every man, 
Mill persevere until he has couipleuied the 
work which he has began ? But were it possible 
that there should even one be found, so obsti- 
nately perverse, that infinite wisdom aided by al- 
mighty power, couM not reclaim, would it not 
be more merciful to blot him out of existence^ 
than to subject him to eternal torments ? Why 
should a civilized people persist so obstinately 
in exhibiting the Deity as the patron of savage 
cruelty and vindictive vengeance ? I am confi- 
dent that the salvation of maakind has always 
depended, and will forever depend, upon the in- 
finite goodaessi wisdom, and almighty power 
of our most merciful Creator, and best benefac- 
tor, and not upon any goodness, wisdom, or 
power that has ever been communicated to man. 
I am also confident, that the Deity never crea- 
ted even one soul cm purpose for the devil ; and 
as confident, that he never will permit the devil 
*"^^o retain one soul contrary to his purpose. I 
am also firmly persuaded, that tHp Deity will 
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persevere in the use of means, until he has es^ 
iHblished every human being in a condition 
vastly preferable to a state of non-existence. 
If this had not been his design, he never would 
have created them. 

I have frequently been opposed with the fol- 
lowing question^ viz. If the Deity is really as 
benevolent and impartial as you suppose him to 
be, why has he permitted so much evil and 
misery in the world as we daily see and expe- 
rience ? And why are his favours dispensed with 
so much partiality, that one man lives in splen- 
dour, ease, and affluence, and his neighbouri 
apparently a much better man than him, living 
despised in abject poverty and real misery ? 

To which I have answered, that our most gra» 
clous Father has placed us here at school, to 
gain an experimental knowledge of the nature 
and tendencies of right and wrong, good and 
evil, virtue and vice, which would be as difficult 
to attain by theory, as for the Collegian, who 
had narrowly escaped being drowned, had made 
a solemn resolution never to go into the water 
again until he had first learned to be an expert 
swimmer. 
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We judge of every thing by experience^ 
"which is our only certain guide ; and our enjoy- 
ments are greatly enhanced by contrasting the 
various scenes through which we have passed, 
of pkt^sure and pain, sickness and health, pros- 
perky and adversity, the smiles of fiiends, and 
tlie frowns of enemies, freedom and captivity, 
amd of vice, and misery its natural and neces- 
sary consequence, contrasted with virtue) and 
happiness its certain reward. 

When the penalty of disobedience was an- 
nounced to Adam, viz. in the day thou eatest 
thereof, thou shalt surely die ; he would natur« 
ally enquire, what i^ death ? Suppose, then, the 
Deity to give him an ideia of th^ meaning of 
the word death, should cause some animal to ex- 
pire before him, groaning bitterly, in the most 
convulsive agonies, would he not ask, What 
causes it to make that disagreeable noise ? Why 
does it struggle and twitcb^o violently ? Because 
it is in great pain. . Paui 1 What is pain I Here 
tJie theoretic lesson must end, and master ex- 
perience commences teacher, and applies a good 
rod to his naked >back, and tells him to remem- 
ber, tkat the sensation produced in his back, by 
the appFii^ation of the whip, is what we mean by 
Ae WA»rd pain* This I shall doubtless remem- 
ber. But pray t^U me, was not the pain in the 
O 2 
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tvhlp before it was coniinunicated to my back ? 
O no, the whip is dead....it cannot feel. What, 
had the whip the same kind of life that I have I 
No, it only had what is termed vegetable life, 
and never had the sense of feeling. Can it be 
possible that Adam was so ignorant ? He cer-> 
tainly was, unless the Deity had vouchsafed to 
furnish him with innate or intuitive knowledge : 
tvhich I conceive he has never yet done, and 
which I firmly believe he never will do. 

He has created us with powers and faculties 
susceptible of improvement, but perfectly desti- 
tute of knowledge. Therefore every being who 
is not possessed of infinite knowledge, must bt 
contented to gain it progressively by experience, 
and judge of the nature and qualities of good 
and evil, pain and pleasure, and happiness and 
misery,, by contrasting them. 

If Adam had been as sagacious as some peo* 
pie would wish us to believe, he would have- 
known, or strongly suspected, that the devil ii^ 
the form of a snake, had been tampering with 
his rib. 

If Adam was so very ignorant, was it not ex- 
tremely cruel to appoint him our head and rep* 
resentative, and impute the guilt of his disobe«« 
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dience to his posterity, when it is acknowledged 
that God positively knew that he would trans* 
gress> and subject millions of his descendants to 
innumerable evils ? By no means. The sup* 
posed injustice and cruelty originates in the er- 
rors of those, who assert that God had, in the 
first place, made a partial election of a certain 
number, prior to this scheme of probation, b]r 
which device he had contrived to divest all man-« 
kind of every moral principle, and both the mii 
and fiower of doing any thing acceptable to God.. 
That he then sent Christ to be the Saviour of 
the elect only, for whose sins he has made an 
ample atonement, and left millions of non-elect, 
or reprobates, loaded with the imputed guilt o£ 
Adam's transgression, in the most polluted 
state of depravity....totalIy excluded from any 
participation in the covenant of grace, and the 
redemption purchased by Christ for the elect.... 
unassisted by the spirit of God...*wLth the en^ 
trance of life blocked up against them*. And 
being thus completely divested of inclination: 
and power, either to will or to do any good, they 
are still supposed to be amenable to the law of 
works, whose conditionsi they say, are, obeyfier^ 
fectly^ or die eternally I Nor can our disqualifica- 
tion by the above contrivance, exempt us from, 
any part of duty, or screen u» from the punish-, 
ment denounced against the transgressor*. Be-^ 
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dause> say they^ you had sufficient power given 
to yoa in Adam your representative, chosen by 
God to act for you ; which power you lost fairly. 
It is therefore perfectly,/z«/ to exclude you from 
every benefit resulting from the covenant of 
grace, which was purchased for the elect only,* 
by the death, sufferings, and perfect righteous- 
ness of Christ, who died for th^ elect alone ; and 
not for every man, a^ some erroneously suppose. 
The Baptist Association argue, " That though 
man by his fall has lost his strength to keep • 
the law, God hath not lost his power, nor the 
law its force or authority. No allowance can 
be made or indeed given to man to do amiss. 
If he fails but in one point of the law, the law 
is broken, and charges the guilty sinner with a 
breach of the whole. The terms in this are al* 
ways the same, obey fierfectly^ or die etemaiiy** 
If the posterity of Adam was deprived of any 
power or propensity, w^ch was necessary to en- 
able them to keep the law of God^ either by a 
8eeret> eternal decree, or by the defec^on of 
Adam, it must be acknowredged, even by the 
Partiatists themselves, that it never was in the 
power of these unfortunate, devoted victims, to 
prevent either the eternal decree of reprobation, 
or Adam's transgression. It is therefore evi- 
dent) that it could not have been their own fault, 
but a most de^orablc miisfortane. It is also ev^ 
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identj that they must entertain very preposter- 
ous ideas of right and wrong, who can conceive 
it to be consistent with the eternal rules of y««- 
sicCf and the glorious attributes of the supreme 
Judge of the universe, to subject millions to all 
the miseries of this life, to death itself, and to 
the pains of hell forever, for submitting to an 
inevitable misfortune, which they never had 
power to prevent or avoid. 

Although the moral law, which is the law of 
nature, and of nature's God, is eternal, unchange- 
able, and of universal obligation ; yet it must 
appear evident to every unprejudiced, reflecting 
mind, that the obligation to obey and fulfil all 
its precepts, must vary in exact proportion to 
their respective capacities to understand, and 
powers to fulfil, the duties incumbent on each 
individual, according to their various stations in 
the great scale of existence. 

If this statement be correct, it follows, that aH 
God is possessed of infinite wisdom to discern, 
and infinite power to execute, he must have made 
this law the invariable rule of his conduct, 
throughout the extended universe. It is there* 
£>re evident that they err most egregiously, who 
imagine they do honour to the Deity by alledg^ 
lng» that h^ has a soyereign right to deviate 
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froin this eternal standard of equal, impartiiJ 
justicei and substitute arbitrary will and pleas- 
ure in place thereof. On this erroneous, detes- 
table principle they found their opinion, that 
God has a sovei*eign right to create millions of 
human beings, under an eternal decree of repro- 
bation, and afterwards to institute a deceptive 
scheme of probation, by appointing a known 
traitor to be their representative, thereby to di- 
vest them of all moral power and capacity to ful- 
fil the precepts of the moral law, which is found- 
ed upon the eternal principles of jectitude, ac? 
cording to the relation and fitness of things, and 
then to damn them eternally for their depravity 
and incapacity ; or, in other words, for not do- 
ing that which required powers of which they 
were purposely deprived before they were cre- 
ated. 

If we may be permitted to judge from the 
whole tenour of their doctrine, the Partialists sup- 
pose that a being has a right to transgress the 
eternal laws of nature, in proportion to the de- 
gree of power and dignity wbieh they possess ; 
otherwise how can they conceive, that because 
God is possessed, of infinite power and dignity, 
he has a just right to send millions of humaft 
beings into the world, divested of moral recti- 
tude and power, andL reprobated by an eternal 
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decree, and sunk into the depths of depravity, 
by an abortive scheme •£ probaHon, and then 
to damn them eternally because they could not 
atone for their original guilt or actual trans- 
gression. Nor can they keep the law of God 
perfectly, which requires the most perfect obe- 
dience ; and in this deplorable, helpless condi- 
tion, are they supposed to be left, obnoxious to 
the wrath and curse of the God that made them, 
both in this life and that which is to come. And 
Christ (by their scheme) is supposed to be con- 
cerned for the elect only, which they denomi- 
nate his sheep. And the non-elect, or repro- 
bates, are goats, which were consigned to the 
devil by an eternal, immutable decree of repro- 
bation. 

There is no tAfaer denomination of Christians 
who contend so strenuously, that it is perfectly 
consistent with the unerring rules of justice to 
punish a reprobate eternally for not obeying and 
keeping the laws of God perfectly ; and none 
are more ready to acknowledge their entire in- 
ability to do it. They teach their children in 
tlieir Catechism, that no mere man since the fall 
of Adam, has been able to obey and keep the 
commands of God. But when th^y are tdd 
that it would be repugnant to every idea of jus- 
tice to punish human beings eternally for not 
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performing duties which their Maker had never 
furnished them with abilities to perform, they 
immediately reply, you had ample power given 
to you in Adam, which you and all his poster- 
ity lost by his fall. But if their own doctrine be 
ti'ue, this assertion must be absolutely false, 
tliat Adam was ever invested with sufficient pow- 
ers to obey and fulfil the commands of God ; 
for if God had, by an eternal decree, " foreor- 
dained whatsoever should come to pass," he cer- 
tainly, decreed every action of Adam's life, to- 
gether with all the crimen. and abominations that 
ever have, or ever shall come to passr. And if 
this was the case, it was impossible for Adam to 
abstain from eating the forbidden fruit. There- 
fore the absolute necessity. which impelled him 
to fulfil the decree, rendered it impossible for 
him to obey the command, 9S they were in dia- 
metrical opposition to each other. It is there- 
fore demonstrably evident, that there cannot be 
a more flagitious absurdity than to affirm, that 
God had ever placed mankind in such an horrid 
dilemma, that by fulfilling the decree (which 
was unavoidable) he should lose communion 
with God, incur his wrath and curse, and 60 be- 
made liable to all the miseries of this life, to 
death itself, and to the pains of hell forjever! And' 
by disobeying the command) to entail certain 
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unborDi innocent posterity I 

# 
Havings as I suppose) sufficiently exposed the 
enormity of a doctrine so Tery derogatory to the 
xnocal character of the Deity, and so highly in- 
jurious to mankind (it being to my certain know* 
ledge, the prolific parent of deism and.infidelity) 
I shall now proceed to investigate and explain 
some of the causes of these errors, especially 
as those which are most prolifici are the most 
concealed from observation or detection. I 
mean, in the first place, the great difficulty the 
Apostles must have experienced, arising from 
the deficiencyof appropriate terms in the Greek 
language, to express or convey many ideas con* 
tained in the Christian system of theology, that 
had never entered into the mind of a Grecian^ 

And secondly, the difficulty of translating 
iieW' coined terms, or circumlocutive language; 
for, when we allow that the original authors 
were inspired, we are certain that the translators 
were not. And I am confident that if the ex« 
periment should be made, by taking six lads of 
the most, different religious persuasions, and let 
them study the Greek language, and the prin* 
ciples of their various discordant professions, 
tmder the direction x>f their most able Ministers, 
P 
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until they were tliirty years old, and then set 
them separately to translate the New Testament 
from six of tie oldest Grecian copies, into En- 
glish, every one of the translations would differ 
from the other. Of the truth of this allegationi 
we require no better evidence than to attend to 
the various discordant explanations given to the 
same passages of scripture in the English trans- 
lation of the New Testament, by good English 
scholars of diflferent persuasions ; they will try 
to bend the text to make it accord with Hheir 
own principles ; but where this cannot be doncy 
they will contrive, by every possible means, to 
explain away its plain, literal, grammatical sense> 
by giving it a spiritual, or figurative, or meta- 
phorical, or parabolical, or synecdochal mean- 
ing, or, indeed, any meaning but the right one. 
This last trope is very useful to them, by which 
the whole is put for a part, or a part for the 
whole : for when John tells his disciples that 
Christ was the Iamb of God, who taketh away 
the sin of the world. And again, that he is the 
propitiation for the sins of the whole world.... 
that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of 
the world.. ..that Christ is the head of every 
man....that he gave himself a ranaom for all,,,. 
that he tasted death for every mfln....that God 
was in Christ reconciling the world unto bim« 
self....that Christ died forall..^.lhat the free gift 



171 

came upon all men to the justification of life...i 
that every knee shall bow to Jesus, and every 
tongue confess that he is Lord, to the glory of 
God....that he concluded all in unbelief, that he 
flight have mercy upon all.... that Christ prom- 
ised that if he should be lifted up from the 
earth, he would draw all men unto him, even all 
that are in Heaven, and that are on earth, and 
under the earth, and in the sea, and all that are 
in them, shall unite with one voice in ascribing 
blessing, and honour, and glory, and power unto 
him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
lamb forever and ever : The PartiaUsts insist 
that these gracious promises which are made. 
to the ijohole worlds to every man, to all men> to 
every creature, that every knee shall bow, and 
every tongue confess, that all that are in Heav- 
en, and all that are on the earth, and under the 
earth, and all that are in the sea, should be ex* 
pounded synecdochally, to mean but a very 
small part, and not the whole : fur 

Synecdoche the whole for part doth take, 
Or part for whole, just for the metre's sake. 

But if the use of such vague, indetenninate 
language be allowable in communicating our > 
ideas in rhyme, on some light, trivial subject, 
it certainly cannot afford a laudable precedent 
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for delivering the sacred truths of the gospel^ in 
prose) in the same vague style. 

But when they find themselves hard pressed 
to defend their fiivourite doctrine of eternal 
damnation, which they caU the gospel, that iSf 
ghd tiding* to all menj they endeavour to colled 
as many texts to set in array against both scripi*^ 
ture and common sense, as they can find ; ma** 
ny of which have been fabricated out of a falsit 
translation of the Grefek word aion^ which prop* 
erly signifies an age, but which they have mads 
to convey very opposite ideas from what is cow* 
Jtained in the original, as I shall endeavour to 
prove by some extracts taken from a book wrtt« 
ten by Doctor Stonehouse, in England, who ap« 
pears, by his works, to have possessed a criii« 
cal knowledge of the Hebrew, Greek, Syriac, and 
Latin languages. It is written in letters (to » 
person who was also a good linguist ;) in which 
he has detected and exposed the errors in tht 
common translations, both in the Old and New^ 
Testaments; from which false translations- 
many of these erroneous doctrines have origin- 
ated, and have since been maintained, especial^ 
ly by the false translation of the word olem inHe^ 
brew, and the word aion in Greek. And 1 have 
discovered but one place, viz. Epl^sians ii. n 
where ^the word^ aion^ or aionios, has been truljT 
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They saw that it would be absurd to render ity 
that in the eternities to come, &c. neither would 
it accord with their principles to say,'lhftt in the 
- world or worlds to come : they were therefore 
obliged, for once, to translate it properly. 

But before I begin to recite the demonstra* 
tive arguments of Dr. Stonehouse, I shall en*- 
deavour to point out some of the. almost invini* 
dble difficulties which both the Apostles and 
translators had to encounter. It is well known 
that every science must liave many peculiar 
technical terms, without which one person can- 
not communicate their ideas clearly to another. 
When Christianity was first promulgated, there 
was nothing similar to many of its institutions 
and doctrines to be found, either in the Jewish 
theology, or Grecian mythology ; and there- 
fore there could not have been a sufficient num- 
ber of precise words, in the Greek language, 
whereby the Apostles could convey, their ideas 
clearly, even to a native Grecian ; for it would be 
preposterous to imagine, that any people would 
have coined words to represent ideas which had 
never entered into, their minds.. It is therefore 
evident, that the Apostles who wrote in Greek, 
must either have coined new words to convejr 
new ideas, or made use of circumlQc.uV.\N^ ^3MCs.— 
E2. 
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guage to explain tbeir meaning. In conse- 
quence of whichy those who translated the New 
Testament from the original Greek, into Eng* 
lish> could gain no etymological information by 
perusing the works of the celebrated Grecian 
authors^ who were Heathen, as they had no 
language to express many of the ideas in the 
Christian system. The translators, therefore, 
have used the same word to express ideas and 
things that are essentially different, and fre- 
quently, either through ignorance or design, to 
mistake the meaning of the Greek word entire^ 
ly, as Or. Stonehouse has demonstrated they 
have done with the words aion and aionioa^ which 
in many places they have construed eternal,, 
everlasting, ^<St ever and ever. And in many 
other places, where this construction would be 
absurd, they have rendered the same word 
vforld. And every person of common sense 
can easily perceive, that eternity and the «t>oWd^ 
has as little etymological affinity as time has to 
a saw-mill. 

The title of the fragment of the Reverend 
Dr. Stonehouse's book, that is now before m?i 
is Universal Restitution, &c. 
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LBTTER 1. That the English wordi^temaljevet^ 
lasting i/br everatid evcTf tfLC.areunacrifiturat, 
and exfiress not the true imfiort qfthe originai 
vwrde aion> aeoD^ olexn. 

TO •■•••• 

What I have to adrance upon this great trutb», 
the restitution of all things, will be drawnt 
mostlf, from two considerations, Jirsty From a 
consideration of the kingdom of God to be es- 
tablished by divine management in the person 
of the God-man, Christ Jesus : and eecondfy^ 
From a consideration of the present feUen nar~ 
ture and disposition of the creature, but more 
immediately of the human soul. These two 
points will divide my enquiries into two parts, 
the first of which will respect the kingdom of 
God. But as preliminary thereto, I must be- 
gin with what I take to be the true import of 
the words atm and aion ^on, the foundation of 
the mistake I have so often complained o£ 

Sect. I. The ward olem, tte meaning andjbree. 

The word olem (or otulem) which the Septu- 

agtnt translate (wherever it respects time) by 

the Greek word oion (and which translation 

- teexns to have been the occasion of the frequent 

use of the word aion afterwards ^ifim^ "^c^ 
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Greek Christians) it it well known, is usually 
in our Old, as is also the word aion in our New 
Testament, rendered by the English words eter- 
nal, everlasting, and without end ; but how just- 
ly is the question in debate* 

The word olem^ among the Hebrews, signt* 
fied, as a verb, to hide, to conceal, to reserve in 
darkness and secracy ; as a noun, uncertain, 
indefinite, undetermined, undeclared, and, con- 
sequently, applied to a person, it means an un- 
certain, indeternunate person ; and applied to 
time (its only use which at present concerns 
us) an indefinite^ undeclared, though very long 
time. 

The word aion^ among the Greeks, signified^ 
in its genuine meaning, an age, or so long as 
very old men live, a term of about 100 years ; 
yet sometimes the Greeks applied it to a much 
longer term than an hundred years, and some- 
times to a shorter term ; so that the word«/o« 
corresponds tolerably with the word olem in its 
use, though not in its natural import ; for though 
aion,aeony signifies not as o/em, hidden, covered, 
concealed, indefinite, unascertained ; yet, as ag- 
plied to time, it denotes what is very like this, 
a long though undetermined poriion or peripd 
of time.. 
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AUm signifies the space of 100 years^ though 
the destruction of the Jews foretold. Mat. xiiL 
40; (en u mrUeleia to ahiMa) came to pass be* 
fcre 50 years. 

Sect* n. The word aton memu net etemitf* 
Howeyer that the words akni ^eon^ eren in the 
scripture acceptation of it, cannot signify what 
we modems mean by the word etenutyy will ap* 
pear for the following reasons : 

J^irHy Because such mLeaning of it is, in ma« 
By instances, repugnant to other parts of scrip- 
ture ; so, 3 Cor. ir. 4* In whoa tire God (ia 
aionoa toto) of this aeon has Uinded the msnda 
o£ them that believe not, Scd. Now, supposing 
tne word aean to mean age, and not eternity, 
satan may here be aptly exhibited to us in this 
grand and horrible description of him, the God 
of this age, or aeon ; but it were blasf^my to 
call him the God of eternity ; besides the ab- 
surdity of styMng him the God of Mt« eternity ; 
for the word thU, so used, must imply some 
other eternity besides the present; and two 
eternities are an inconsistency in terms. Again, 
Ephesians ¥. 13. We wrestle not against flesh 
and blood, but against the rulers of the daiic- 
Bess {to aionoe toto) of this aeon. But trans- 
late the word ««on. here eterm^^ and this pas- 
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.ftage would be, against the rulers of the dark- 
ness of this eternity. So iCor.i. 20. Where 
is the wise, where is the scribei where is the 
disputer (/o aionoa toto) of this aeouj and not of 
this eternity. 1 Tim. ii. 6. Charge them that 
are rich {en to nun aioni) in the now aeon age, 
and not in the now eternity, that they be not high 
minded, 8cc. So Tim. ii. 12. That denying un* 
godliness and worldly lusts, we should live so- 
berly, righteously, and godly {en to nun aioni) in 
the now aeon. So Mat. xiii.22. The seed among 
the thorns is, he that heareth the word and the 
care {to aionoa toto) of this aeon age (not of thh 
cternitjF^T&nd the deceitfulness of riches choke 
the word, and he becometh unfruitful, &c- For 
^ what common sense can endure that the word 
aionaeonj in these places, should be thus refi^^ 
dered by the word eternity I 

Secondly^ That the word aion does not signiff 
eternity, is also clear, because there was a time 
before aion aeon was, yea, before the aeons plural 
were; e. g. Acts xv. 18. Known unto God are 
all his works (afi aionoa J since the c^on ,- i.e. 
the great, comprehensive oeon began. Acts 
iii. 21. Spoken by the mouth of his holy pro- 
phets fafi aionoa J since the aeon began. John 
ix. 32, fek to aionoa J since the aeon began was 
it not heard that; kc. And in the same sense 
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arc used aeonaj ages in the plural number : e. g. 
1 Cor. ii. r. The hidden mystery of God pre- 
ordained unto'his glory ffiro ton aiononj before 
the aeons began, which none of the princes fto «- 
OTIM totoj of this aeon knew. Eph. iii. 9. The 
mystery which has been hid in God fafto tofi 
aiononj from the beginning of the aeons. Col. i. 
36. The mystery that has been hid fa/io ton aionon 
ki afio ton geneonj^hoxti the aeons and the gener- 
ations, but now is made manifest unto his sunts. 

TTtirdh/j It is evident again, that the word aeon 
cannot signify eternity, because there are i\iore 
aeons than one ; whereas eternity, everlasting- 
niess, and forever, must be an individual, as im- 
plying an unity of consistence, and simple con- 
tinuance. Luke XX. 34. And Jesus said unto 
them, the children ^to aionos toto) of this aeonj 
marry and are given in marriage, but they who 
shall be accounted worthy to obtain {to aionos 
ekeins) that other aeonj and the resurrection 
irom the dead, neither marry nor are given in 
marriage, &c. 

Here we find this and that^ and consequently 
two aeonsj a distinction observable in many parts 
of scripture ; so 1 Cor. ii. 6. Yet not the wisdom 
(joaionos ro/o) of this aeon which comes to nought. 
Rom. xii. 2. Be not conformed to {to aioni toto) 
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this aeon. And in a like distinguiBhing sense 
we oilen find mentioned the caresi the wisdom, 
tiie men, the things, the children (to cdonoa toto) 
of this aeon ; all Mrhich hnply^ that there must 
be some other aeon beside the present, and con** 
sequently more aeont than one. 

JPourthltfy That the word aeon cannot mean 
eternity is evident yet fiirther, because there are 
not only more iron« than one, but these aeona 
succeed one the other, as the links of a chain, 
the one beginning Where the other ends : e.g. 
Mat« xii. 22. But whosoever speaketh against 
the Holy Ghost, it shell not be forgiven him f^a 
tototoaiom) in this aooft "(oute en to^meleonUJ 
nor in that to come. Eph.i. 21. And set him 
at hrs own right hand in heavenly places, fiir 
above all principality, and power, and mighty 
and dominion, and every name that is named, 
not only {en to aioni totd) in this aeon^ but also 
in that which is to come. Gal. i. 4. Who gave 
himself for our sins, that he might seize us {ek 
to eneatotoa aionoa fionero) out of this present 
wicked aeon* Eph. ii. 7. That (en toia aioai toia 
efierchomenoiaj in the aeona to come, he might 
shew the exceeding riches of his grace* So 
9 Tim. iv. 10. Demas is said to have forsaken 
Paul because of his love to the present aetm. 
Whereas Christians are described; Heb. vi« 4,S% 
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such as have tasted of the heayenlygift} and 
have been made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 
and have tasted the good word of God, and the 
power (or virtue) of the <fon to come. 

The present €071^ therefore^ as it began, so 
will it also end ; and in its end be succeeded by 
an aon to unfold itself in a most essential dif* 
ference and dissimilitude from the past. 

Fifthly^ From hence also it appears again, 
that the word aon (aion) cannot mean eternity, 
because it must end and be no more ; of which 
we have further assurance, Mat. xxviii. 20. And 
lo I am with you {Jiaw% taa hemeras) all the days, 
even to the end {to aionos) of the aon. Mat. 
Kiii. 29. The harvest is the end(^oflfo7io»)ofthe 
iton : y. 40. So shall it be in the end {to aiono% 
toto) of this aon. 

Sixthly y And not only ison singly and indefi- 
nitely, but {oi aiones) the <fon« plural, shall also 
have an end. Heb. ix. 26. But.now once about 
(or towards) the conclusion (or closing up toge* 
ther) of the 4t07ha {efii snnteleia ten aixmon) he ap- 
peared to put away sin by the sacrifice of him- 
eelfi 1 Cor. x. 1 1 . And they were written for 
-our admonition upon whom the ends {ton aionon) 
•^ Ahe aona are come ; and not the ends of the 
Q 
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eternities:^ Neither can the words t6n aionon 
signify the world, for the term aiorij in scrip- 
ture, is no substitute for the term kqamoaf world. 

The translators of our New Testament, sen- 
sible of the absurdity that would ensue from con- 
struing the word aion in many places eternal, 
have, in various instances, substituted the noun 
tvorldf instead of the verb etepial^ viz. the rulers 
of this (aion) world, the disputers of this {aion) 
world, the riches of the present (a/on) world, 
&c. but without reaching the intention of the 
scripture ; for it is the age, and not the world 
which the scripture every where complains of. 
The worldly inhabitants of the present ^ge are 
wicked, but the worldly inhabitants of a future 
age shall be righteous. The ruler of darkness 
in (i. e. the dark ruler of) this age, is satan, the 
ruler of a succeeding age, even upon this world 
of ours, will be Jesus Christ. So that the cares 
of this xon, are the cares of the people of this 
age ; and a conformity to this aouj is a confor- 
mity to the people of this age, 8cc. And eU ion 
aionOi though it may be rendered physiologi- 
cally as long as the ^vorld stands, yet, in its true 
force, it means as long as the age (that is, the 
great age of wickedness, which comprehends 
many other lesser ages of the same kind) en- 
dures. This world will weather out many ages, 
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and that not only ages of rebellion) but also ages 
of godliness and peace. 

To suppose, therefore, the word aion aoriy age, 
to be equivocal with the word kosmos, world, is, 
without further proof, unreasonable. But, be- 
sides this, and besides that, we have no prece- 
dent for translating it so, out of any of the Greek 
heathen authors, whose works are transmitted 
down to our times. This way of translating 
thie word will also make many scripture passa- 
ges more than absurd, even arrant nonsense, as 
the few following examples, which have very 
many like them, will demonstrate. The term 
Afon, then, being translated worlds the subse- 
quent texts will be translated as follows : Mat. 
Yu IS. Thine is the kingdom, and the powers 
and the glory («« tos aionaa) to the worlds. John 
vi. 15. He that eatelh of this bread shall live («« 
ton aiond) to the world. Chapter xi. 26. He 
shall not die («** tern aiona) to the world. Heb. 
xiii. 8. Jesus Christ the same yesterday, to-day 
(Jccd eis tos aionaa) and to the worlds. Rom. xiv. 
1 1. The smoke of their torments ascendeth up 
(m (dona aionon) to a world of worlds. Heb* 
Kiii* 30. The God of peace, who, through the 
blood {diathekea aionion) of the worldly covenant. 
Mat. xix. 16. The rich man says to our Lord 
what shall I do to have {zoen aionion) worldly 
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life ? 1 Timk vi. 12. Fight the good fight of faith, 
lay hold on {aionio zocs) worldly life. John xii* 
35. He that hateth his life {en to kosmo tot 6) in 
this world) shall keep it {eia zoen aionion) to 
worldly life. Rom. xvi. 26. According to the 
commandment (^to aionio theo) of the worldly 
God. Heb. ix. li. Christ who (flf/a pneumato% 
aionio) through the worldly spirit offered him* 
self to God, &c. 

But what common sense will admit of tto 
ttrange impertinence of theabovetranslationsof 
the terms aion^aionio* ? So that, unless we claim 
a like u»e for the word leoTt, as is related of a 
nose of waxy which its own^r could convert and 
transform at pleasure^ its vulgar translations^ 
namely^ mtorld^ etemaly &c. must be renouncedn 

iKon, see Encyclopasdia Britannica. 

MoUy a Greek word properly signifying tho 
age or duration of any thing. 

<£on> among the folbwers of Plato, was used 
to signify any virtue, attribute, or perfection 5 
hence they represented the Deity as an assem* 
hlage of all possible ^ons ; and called him idth 
rotna ; a Greek word signifying fulness^ 
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. The ValentinianS) who, in the first ages of 
Ihe Church, blended the conceit*; of the Jewish 
Cabalists, the Platonists, and the Chaldean phi- 
losophers, with the simplicity of the Christian 
doctrine, invented a kind of theogony or gene- 
alogy of Gods (not unlike that of Hesiod) whom 
they called by several glorious names, and all 
by the general appellation of «o««; among 
ivhich ihey reckoned zoe^ life ; logosy word ; mo'-- 
nogonesj only begotten ; fileroma^ fulness ; and 
many other divine powers and emanations^ 
amounting in number to thirty ; which theyc 
fancied to be successively derived from one an- 
other; and all from one §elf-originated Deity^ 
named Bythusj i. e. profound or unfathomable), 
whom they called likewise the most high and. 
inefrable Father. 

This word aon i^ of inestimable value to the: 
Partialists, on account of its protean qualities. 
It is perhaps the most pliable, accommodating 
word that can be found in any language. But 
it appears to be rather too vague to found a. 
doctrine upon, which traduces the moral char- 
acter of God, and contradicts the most clear 
and important doctrines which are taught in the 
New Testament. The scriptures proclaim^ 
that Christ gave himself a ransom for ally to be 
t^tified in due time...»^that he tasted, death for- 
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.firery man.*..that he hatfa obtained (aionian) re^ 
demption for U6....that he^ Ckristy was sent bjr 
his Father to be the Savit>ur (or restorer) of ther 
world. John xm, 3. Jesus ktK>«ing that the 
Father had given all things into his hands, &c 
Mat. xxviii. 18. And Jesus came and spake un«» 
to them, saying, all power is given unto me in 
Heaven and on earth. By all these passages^ 
and very many more that might be enumerated^ 
il is eYident,^that the Father had given all things 
into the hands of his Son, and invested him with, 
ample powers to be the Saviour or restorer of 
the world, and to destroy the works of the devil* 
And he promises, in the most explicit terms, 
shortly before his crucifixion, that if he shouU 
be lifted up from the earth, he would draw all 
men unto him. But by a false translation of 
this equivocal word aoriy they have been enabled 
to propagate a doctrine highly derogatory to the 
moral character of God, and extremely injurious 
to mankind* They affirm, instead of Christ's 
exerting these extraordinary powers to recon* 
cile the world to his Father, and restore them 
to his favour, and to destroy the works of the 
devil, he will select a few individuals, which he 
will assist by his efficacious, irresistible grace» 
iffid abandon the remainder to the peaceable do* 
minion of the devil ; so that, instead of destroy* 
u)g the works of the devil> which are allowed bjr 
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aM ta be nn and misery (for the ating of deatM 
18 sin) he wili(if their doctrine be true) establish 
llie kingdom of the devil upon a basis equalhf 
permanent with that of hia Father. This is 
their glorious consummation of all things, vbeo 
aome few may sing in Heaven the praises of a 
partial SaYioar, and the remamder howl in heUy 
curing the only being who conld have sanred 
them, but would not. And the best apolog]^ 
Vhey can make for the tragical termination of 
this all-tmpovtant afi&ir^ is, that they did not be* 
Ueve in Chirbt....that they would not come to 
him that they nught be saved. But I beg leave 
to ask these apologists,y?r»/, Did ever any per* 
9on believe any proposition whatever until the 
forceofevidence produced conviction^ Secondlify 
Is it posajible for a person to disbelieve a prop* 
ositioD) after adequate evidence has produced 
conviction of its truth f Thirdfyy Are we not ex* 
pliciily told, that Christ came to seek and to 
save that which waalost ? And we are also told 
by Christ in these plain words, that no man can 
come to noie, except the Father which sent me 
draw him. And are also told, that it is God 
that worketh in us both to wiil and to do his owo 
good pleasure. 

It is generally acknowledged, that man is 
jj^ora into the world without any degree of innate 
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knowledge or goodness, and as generally ac- 
knowledged that God is the source and foun- 
tain of all goodness, wisdom, and power. It is 
therefore evident that whatever goodness, wis- 
dom, or power, any human being ever did, or 
ever will possess, must be the free gift of 
God, for it can be obtained no where else. It is 
therefore evident, that if the Deity should refuse 
to communicate to us. a sufficient degree of his 
wisdom and goodness to qualify us for happi-^ 
ness, both here and hereafter, it is now, and ever 
has been, impossible to obtain these indispensa-. 
ble qualifications fix>m tiny other source. 

It is evident that God did not create man with 
sufficient powers to resist every kind and degree 
of temptation, and to obey the laws of his Ma-^ 
ker perfectly ; yet, although he transgressed 
and fell, he did not leave him to perish eternally 
in this helpless condition, but laid the burthen 
of our numerous transgressions upon one that 
was both willing and able to save and restore all 
those who were lost. Isaiah Inu 6. jiil we, like 
sheep^ have gone asti^y, we have turned every 
one to his own way, and the Lord hath laid on 
him tht iniquities of us aii : i.e. of all that had 
gone astray. 1 John iv, 14. This is the person 
which John testifies was sent by his Father to 
be the Saviour of the world. Mat* xxviii, IB, who 
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Invested him with all the power in Heayen and 
on earth. Thus armed with omnipotence^ h^ 
came to restore the human race> even all who 
had gone astray. I John iii. 8, He was also 
manifested to destroy the works of the devil, 
Heb. ii. 14, and not only his worksy but the 
devil himself. Now is: it not evident, that thott 
who openly declare and teach, that Christ never 
wilt either save or restore the world,, nor destroy 
tiie works of the devil, nor the old traitor him* 
fMdf, are infidels in the proper sense of the word? 
For barely acknowledging the being of a God^ 
and denying hia goodness, wisdom, and powers 
can never constitute a true Christian believer. 

To afliriti that the Deity has created beinge 
which he never wished to save, is Imputing to 
him an act of injustice and cruelty, of which no 
benevolent being would be guilty. To say that 
heonce vdBhed them all to be eventually happy, 
but that he positively knew, before he created 
them, that vast numbera of them would be eteiv 
Daily miserable, is grossly impeaching his good- 
ness, wisdom, and power ; for goodness would 
have prohibited their creation, if wisdom^ could 
not have contrived a plan, by which alnughty 
power might have prevented their eternal tos^ 
jQQients. 
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It was the omnipotent Jehovah who created 
us ; it was he who laid the plan for our redemp- 
tion ; and it is a being who styles himself our 
Father, who must execute it ; and he certainly 
was a competent judge of the extent of his own 
powers, to enable him to know exactly what he 
could do ; so that he ran no risk of having his 
plans defeated by the interference of any other 
powers. What he ever wUked to do, he will 
certainly accomplish ; and all the logic in the 
universe will never be able to persuade me, that 
God ever willed the eternal damnation of any 
human being, either before or after he had 
brought it into existence. And I am certain 
that no human being will ever be eternally 
damned contrary to his will. For God has eX'^ 
plicitly declared his will in 1 Tim. ii. 4. which 
is, that all men should be saved, and come uato 
the knowledge of the truth. 

Letter X Stonehouse* 

Sect. lll.„.Chriat the \%oter\ restorer or deliverer 
of all men. 
This truth is pronounced and established by 
60 many corresponding texts in scripture, and 
in such variety of expression, that the unpreju- 
diced must readily assent to it. So Luke iii. 6. 
All flesh shall see the restoration of God. 1 John 
ii. 2. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not 
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for ours onlyj but also for the sins of the whoit 
world. John iv. 42. We know that this is indeed 
the Christ the restorer of the world. 1 Tim. ii. 
4. Who wills that all men should be restoredi 
and come to the acknowledgment of the truth. 
Tit. ii. 11. The grace of God which bringeth 
restoration to all men^ hath appeared. In the Sy- 
riac this passage is thus read: the grace of God 
restoring (or quickening) all hath appeared un- 
to all the sons of men. 1 John iv. 14. We do 
testify, that the Father sent the Son to be the 
restorer of the world. 2 Pet. iii. 9. The Lord 
is long suffering for your sake> being not willing 
{me bolomenoa) i. e. not counselling that any one 
should perish^ but that all should come to re- 
pentance. 

Neither is this great event revealed to us 
merely as what shall be, but as an event resting 
upon, and having its root in, the very nature of 
things ; as a purpose of God not arbitrary, but 
grounding its basis upon the greatest of all other 
occurrences which Heaven or earth has yet 
been witness of, namely, redemfitionfiniahed for 
us. For Christ has indeed exhausted the whole 
Tenom of sin in his own body, and is in him- 
self, singly, both the cause and power of our re- 
covery* And hence again we read, John i. 39. 
Behold th& lamb of God which beareth away 
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fien amartianj the sin (in the lingular number) 
^the world. 2 Cor. v. 19. God was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto himself, not impu* 
ting their trespasses: verse 2 1. for he hath made 
him to be sin for us (ufier emon amartian efwie* 
Men) that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in him. Isaiah xxxviii. 17. Thou hast 
cast all our sins behind thy back. 1 John i. 7. 
If we walk in the light, &c. The blood of Jesus 
Christ, his Son, deanseth us from all sin ^ inso- 
much that, Isaiah i» 18-. Though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be white as snow ; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be as weol: 
and this merely because Christ is singly, in his 
own person, the propitiation for the sins of all $ 
so, Heb. i. 3. Who being the brightness of his 
glory, and the express image of his person, and 
upholding all things by the word of his power, 
when he had by hinoself (di e auto) purged our 
Bins, sat down on the right hand. of the m^jestf 
on high. Col. ii. 13. Having forgiven all tres*' 
pivsses, blotting out the hand writing of ordinan- 
ces that was against us, which was contrary to 
us, and he took it out of the way, nailing it >ts 
^ his cross. Heb. ix. 26. But now once (.^ nau 
UUia ton aionon) about the meeting of the ex* 
tremities of the ^ona bath he. appeared to put 
nway sin by the sacrafice of himself. Upon this 
grouD4i says St.,Ptai]l| lCar.>xi.2. Heis.the 
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head of every mdn, and not of every man only ; 
for, Rom. xiv. 9. To this end Christ died> and 
rose again, and revived, that he might be Lord 
both of the dead and of the living (or quicken- 
ed) as it is written, every knee shall bow to me* 

Bat if all this be true^ how idle the suppo- 
sition that satan shall be lord of corrupted 
nature so long as is Christ of restored nature ; 
or that sinners shall i>e sinners in hell etemallyy 
irrecoverably I Does the scripture teach us so? 
1 John iii. 8. For this purpose the Son of God 
was manifested, that he might dissolve {luse) 
the works of the devil. He will, therefore, most 
surely dissolve them or reduce them to nothing; 
and how f In a few instances only ? But his 
work will be a perfect and accomplished work> 
extending universally to every individual.—-* 
Yea, if he should fail in any single instance^ 
his work, in that degree, must fall short of the 
purposes of his will, seeing he will have a// men 
to be restored and come to the acknowledgment 
of the truth ; which is only saying, in other 
terms, that he will have all the mischievous 
works of satan in every man, to be utterly de** 
feated and invalidated ; he will have all to be 
restored to life in him. 
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But besides these considerations) are not lost 
louls <leclared expressly to be our Saviour's? 
Are we not assured that the lost are those very 
souls which he came to seek and to restore I 
So far are these from being unsusceptible of 
restoration, that they are the very destined sub- 
jects of his restoring power^ the reason that he is 
now God^man. 1 Tim. i. 15. This is a ^ithful 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to restore [or deliver] 
sinners. Our Lord accordingly styles himself 
the friend of publicans and sinners, and tells ua 
that he died for sinners while they were sin* 
ners ; that he was manifested to take away th^ir 
ains ; that this taking away their sins is thatfa-* 
vourite business which first brought him down 
from the bosom of his Father ; which moved 
him to empty himself, to take upon him the 
form of a servant, to become a man of no ac- 
count, a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief. Moreover, when a man^ it was not any 
natural insensibility or hardiness, for he had a 
weak and delicate frame of body ; but it was the 
expectation of seeing the travail of his soul io 
the restoration of sinners^ that encouraged him 
through all his sufferings^.^tbat made his thorny- 
crown tolerable....that allayed the violence of his 
stripes, and that supported his resolution upon 
the cross, till he could cry out with a loud voicej 
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it 18 Jinished. Lukexii. 50. 1 have a baptism, 
says he, to be baptized with, and how am I 
straitened till it be accomplished ! And can wft 
believe that this straitening labour, his restoring 
office, is now no longer his dear concern ; that 
know ceases to be his urgent employment, his 
joy, his glory ? Can we believe that Christ's 
love is abated by his dying for us ? or his power 
lessened by his ascension ? Is he now no longef 
iible to restore lost souls from Hades, or seize 
his redeemed from out of the grasp of the wick- 
ed one ? The thought either way is very unwor- 
thy of him ; ti base impeachment of so much 
love, of so efficacious a sacrifice, and of so 
great an authority. {Letter X. Sect. IV. 

Wickedness shall have its due punishment, 
yet shall not defeat our Lord's purposed resto- 
ration. IStonehouae. 

' 1 have ofieti wondered at the weakness of peo- 
ple reasoning for an eternal damnation, fVoiA 
the observed prevailing power of sin, from its 
abounding, as it were, in defiance of Gdd ; and 
because, say they, such numbers of the dying 
must be daily lost among the damned. For 
what can be argued from hence aji^ainst the 
tmiversal efficacy of our Lord's atonement here- 
after to prevail, as now in th^ first fruits, so 
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finally in all ? Does it follow that because the 
effects of our Lord's sacrifice do not immediate- 
ly display themselves universally^ that there-^ 
fore they never yfiil ? Were not/ the Jews de- 
dared to be a redeemed people long before that 
redemption was dispensed to them ? For ages 
before its accomplishment) or even his incarna- 
tion} does not our Lord pronounce himself the 
restorer or redeemer of his people ; so, Isaiah 
xliv. 22. I have blotted out, as a cloud, thine 
iniquities, as a thick cloud thy sins ; return 
unto me, for I have redeemed thee : sing, O 
heavens, for Jehovah has done it. A promise 
not even yet formally accomplished, Rom. xi. 
25, 26. So Isaiah 4iv. 4, 5. Thou shalt forget 
the shame of thy youth, for thy Maker is thy 
husband, Jehovah of Hosts is his name, and thy 
redeemer the holy one of Israel, the God of the 
whole earth. Again, Jehovah is king of Israel ; 
his redeemer^ Jehovah of Hosts. Again, I will 
gather them, for I have redeemed them. Again, 
their redeemer is strong, Jehovah of Hosts is his 
name. Again, Hos. vii. 13. Wo unto them, 
for they have strayed from me ; destruction 
unto them, because they have transgressed 
against me. Though I have redeemed them, 
yet have they spoken lies against me. Note : 
Here we see destruction and redemfition ex- 
pressly declared of the same individuals ; and 
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that they on vhom woes and destruction arc 
denounced} are nevertheless the redeemed of 
God« Heb. x. 31. It is a fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God. And yet are 
our sufferings permitted in his tender love of 
lis : they result from a beneficence veiled, that 
it. may be more effectual, in the forms of sever- 
ity. 

*< Good when he gives, supremely good ; 

Nor less when he denies : 
Even crosses, from his sovereign hand^ 

Are blessings in disguise." 

But for vain and useless miseries, or which 
have no good event in view, we can find neither 
ground of existence, nor place in nature, nor 
author to produce them ; they contradict all 
our ideas of goodness, wisdom, mercy, and pow- 
er, in the divine dignity ; and have nothing to re- 
commend them besides texts mis-rendered, and 
an authority which it is the profession of Prot- 
estants to renounce. Though God may not 
have decreed one half the events that occur, yet, 
since he has provided that every course of 
tniling within the possibility of the creature's 
choice shall terminate ultimately in real good, 
i the free will of any creature can ultimately do 
him no harm. 

r2 
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Temporal sufierings^ however exquisite or 
lasting, necessarily suppose an end suitable to 
the nature of him by whose authority they are 
contingently constituted) and of consequence an 
end salutary ; i. e. one way or other, according 
to the creature's choice, for the creature's bene- 
fit. But what is permitted by God as salutaryj 
must be big with salutary effects. 

In pursuance of this reflection, then, we may 
well suppose the violent anguish (although 
merely the event of the creature's own will) to 
be occa3ionally a production of love concealed, 
having joy and glory, with all the blessings of a 
divine bounty in its issue ; and this, too, infalli- 
bly, since no resistance in the creature can £• 
nally defeat the gracious ends of Christ's sacri- 
fice for all. Mot^eover, the workings of our 
€onian God, or the God of nature, towards this 
gracious direction of all occurrences, are aK 
ready, even at this very time, obvious in all 
men, as we gather from the Apostle's words, 
Rom. viii. 19, 23. The earnest expectation of 
the creation waiteth for the revelation of the 
sons of God : for the creation was made subject 
to vanity (not willingly, but by him who sub- 
jected it) in hope that the creation itself should 
be delivered from the bondage of corruption, 
into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 
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For we know that the whole creation groaneth 
together, and travelleth together until now ; and 
not only they, but even we ourselves, waiting 
for the adoption, the redemption of the body. 

A late good author, whom we will call B. re« 
marks with a generous frankness upon this pas- 
sage as follows : verse 19. Theearnest expec- 
tation. The " words denote a lively hope of 
something drawing near, and a vehement long- 
ing after it. Of the creation. ...of all visible crea- 
tures (believer excepted, who are spoken of 
apart) each kind according as it is capable. All 
these have been sufferers through sin, and to all 
these shall refreshment redound from the glory 
of the children of God. Upright heathens are 
by no means excluded : no, nor the vainest of 
men, who (although in the hurry of life they 
mistake vanity for liberty, and partly stifle, 
partly dissemble their groans, yet) in their so- 
ber, quiet, sleepless, afflicted hours, pour forth 
many sighs in the ear of God. Verse 21. Shall 
be delivered. Destruction is not deliverance/' 

Mr. B. here, by the whole creation mention- 
ed of the Apostle in this passage as subject to 
vanity, and groaning together for deliverance, 
understands ^ all visible creatures who are un- 
believers i" for>sayshe>« the believers are ex* 



200 

ccpted, and sJ)oken of apart :" and whereas the 
whole creation so groaning, according to the 
Apostle's wordsj verse 21. shall he delivered. 

Mr. B. must mean that all the visible crea- 
tures who are now unbelievers shall be deliver- 
ed, even the vainest of men. We make no 
doubt that Mr. B. will acknowledge, that all un- 
believers shall die, perish, be destroyed ; be- 
cause we can no otherwise believe the scriptures. 
But he says farther, that << destruction is not 
deliverance ;" therefore, according to him, the 
whole creation of unbelievers must be both de- 
stroyed and delivered. And because Mr, B. 
cannot suppose that the whole creation of unbe- 
lievers shall first be delivered, and -afterwards 
destroyed, he must mean that the whole crea- 
tiQU of unbelievers shall first be destroyed, and 
afler that delivered; as has been already ob- 
served on a passage of Sophocles, see page 46^ 
the wicked soul (aothesetai) shiWbtreainaeredi 
after that (afioletoj it has been destroyed. Ac- 
cording to Mr. B. therefore^ destiniction and 
delivery infallibly awaiting all the unbelieving, 
visible creation, the one, namely, destruction, 
shall be the doom, the othei^ namely, deliver- 
ance, the recovery of all visible creatures who 
are unbelievers. Now a typo ofthis our de- 
struction and deliverance) we have-daily before 
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our eyes ill the bodies of our fellow-creatureSy 
who all die and corrupt, in order to revive again 
into an higher kind of life. 

Let us> then, satisfy ourselvesj that as Christ 
is the restorer of the world, the world must fi- 
nally be restored...that as he has solemnly prom- 
ised to draw all men unto him, all men must fi- 
nally come unto him..tthat as he enlightens every 
man that cometh into the world, every man that 
cometh into the world must finally be a child of 
light ; (for this light so given must have an end 
worthy the kind giver ;} and that as he died 
for the sins of the whole world, and in so dying 
tasted death for every many the sins of itiQwhole 
vforld are atoned for, and the benefit of his tast- 
ed death must finally reach every man. 

I presume it must be granted, that Christ 
would never have undertaken the painful task 
of restoring the human race to the favour of 
God and permanent happiness, if he had not 
ardently wished, and positively designed to per- 
severe in the use of adequate means tp accom- 
plish his gracious purpose. And as he assures 
us that he was invested with all the power in 
Heaven and upon earth, Mat. xxviii. 1 8. we may 
rest assured that he is both able and willing to 
. draw oilmen unto him, John xii. 32* The im- 
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portant business which Christ wasafterwarcri- 
Bent to accomplish, was foretold by the prophet 
Daniel near 538 years before he appeared on 
earthy which was, to JirdBh trane£^€9sion.»^to 
make an end of aina^.Ao make reconciliation for 
iniqmty...,tLnd bring in everlasting righteousness* 
Daniel ix« S4. Seventy weeks are determined 
upon thy people, and upon thy holy City, to fin- 
ish the transgression, and to make an end of 
eins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and 
to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal 
up the vision and prophesy, and to anoint the 
most holy. Upon this text Mr. Poole makes 
the following comment, viz. 

Firsts Note....the angel discovers first the dis- 
ease, in three words, Peshang, Gnavon, Cliata 
oth, which contains all sorts of sin which the 
Messiah should free us from by his full redemp* 
•tion. See Exodus xxxiv. 6, 7. Mat. i. 21. viz. 
original, actual, of ignorance, presumption, &c« 

Secondly^ The angel shews us also the cure 
of this disease, in three words, k callee^ le cha* 
tanij le ca/ifler. 1. To finish transgression. 2. 
To make an end of sin. S* To make reconcili- 
ation. All which words are very significant in 
the original, and signify to pardon, to blot out, 
mortify) expiate ; that is, to bring in justified* 
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lion by the free grace of God In Jesus Christy 
the Lord our righteousness^ Isa. liii. 6. Jer.23. 
S. and xxxiii. 16. 1 Cor. i. 30. Called everlast- 
ing because Christ is eternal, and he and his 
righteousness is everlasting. If all this be truei 
how egregiously are the Partlalists mlstakeny 
"who obstinately persist in affirming) that Christ 
will never either finish transgression, or make 
an end of sin ! For if sinners are to be confined 
ID hell eternally» cursing and blaspheming the 
name of him who created them for thisvery pur- 
pose, he having, as they suppose,sentenced them 
to perdition by an eternal decree of reprobation» 
prior to their existence* How, then, is it pos- 
sible that Christ should fulfil the prophet Da- 
niel's prediction, i. e. that he Bhould^rUsh trana* 
gremouy and make an end of sins ! Nay, to put 
the matter past all dispute, many of them have 
laboured to prove sin to be infinite, and it is evi* 
dent that whatever is infinUcy can never be 
brought to an end or terminated, as the natu- 
ral and grammatical meaning of the wird infi' 
nite signifies endless duration. 

If the doctrines of the Parti alists aye true,then 
the Prophets and Apostles, an<J evenChrist him- 
selfi were greatly to blame for promising that 
he should perform impossibilities, and do many 
things which they affirm he neither ever wished 
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or intended to accojhplish, such as, that he 
v^ould finish transgression and make an end of 
sins.... that he would destroy the works of the 
devil....that he would destroy him that hath the 
power of death, that is, the devil, John i. 29. 
John proclaims him to be the lamb of God, who 
should take [or bear away] the sin of the world. 
1 John iv. 14. he says. And we have seen, and 
do testify, that the Father sent the Son to be 
the Saviour of the world. 1 John ii. 2. It is af- 
firmed, that he is the propitiation for the sins of 
the whole world. Eph. i. 9. Paul says, Having 
made known unto us the mystery of his will, ac- 
cording to his good pleasure which he hath pur- 
posed to himself. 10. That in the dispensa- 
tion of the fulness of times, he might gather into 
one all things in Christ, both which arc in Hea- 
ven, and which are on earth, eVen in him. Col* 
i. 19. For it pleased the Father that in him all 
fulness should dwell. 20. And having made 
peace by the blood of his cross, and by him to 
reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I 
say, whether they be things on earth or things 
in Heaven. It is declared, 1 Tim. ii. 6. That 
Christ gave himself a ransom for all, to be tes- 
tified in due time. And St. Paul tells the He- 
brews, Heb.ii. 9. But we see Jesus, who was 
made a little lower than the angels, by the suf- 
fering of death, crowned with glory and honouri 
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that hC) by the grace of God, should toBte death 
for every man. But the most important promise 
is made by Christ himself, John xii. 32. saying. 
And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw 
aU men unto me. S3. This he said} signifying 
lyhat death he should die. 

Now, if all this be false, or even doubtful, 
what have we that we can repose confidence in, 
or depend upon ? For it is evidently impossible 
that Christ should ever Jinish transgression, or 
make an end of sinsj if it be true, as the Par* 
tialists affirm, that vast numbers of unreclaimed 
transgressors, and the most flagitious sinners 
shall be eternally transgressing and sinning in 
hell! 

But their best and indeed only plea is, that all 
these promises must be construed synechdocal* 
ly, and will be but partially fulfilled, so that> 
when it is promised that the Messiah should 
Jiimh transgression, and make an end of «V», it 
6nly signifies, that he will ^niah the trangres- 
sions, and make an end of the sins of a few 
individuals \ that he will destroy the works of the 
devU in the elect only. And where it is said 
that Chiist is the firofiitiation for the sins of the 
whole world, it only means the world of believers, 
All^ in their vocabulary, means somes and every 
s 
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man means a fevfy or an indefinite number of 
men. 

These people must surely esteem it a most 
invaluable privilege to have a precedent estab- 
lished by almost universal consent^ whereby 
(with the improper application of a few rhetori- 
cal figures and tropes) they can explain away 
the literal and grammatical sense of the plain- 
est texts and passages of scripture, and con- 
strue them to support the most absurd tenets ; 
for their preconceived opinions are the standard 
to which the scriptures must comply. 

7^ unfiardonable ain. 

It is common for the Partialists, when their 
other resources fail to support their favourite 
doctrine, to grasp with avidity at this denuncia- . 
ation as an irrefragable evidence to prove, that 
some individuals will be eternally damned, be- 
cause it is asserted in Mark iii* 28, 39. Verily, 
I say unto you, all sins 9hall be forgrven unto 
the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewithso- 
ever they shall blaspheme ; but he that shall, 
blaspheme against the Holy Ghost, hath never 
forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damna- 
tion. And it is said in Matthew xii. 32. That 
whosoever speaketh a word against the son of 
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man) it shall be forgiven him ; but whoso- 
ever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall 
not be forgiven him, neither in this worldi 
neither in the world to come. All this may be 
absolutely true, and yet the blasphemer against 
the Holy Ghost escape eternal damnation ; for 
God has promised, by the mouth of the prophet 
Daniel, that the Messiah should finish transf 
^essioTiy and make an end of all kinds .of «//i, 
which is a sufficient evidence to prove, that even 
the sin against the Holy Ghost is not an infi- 
nite evil ; as it is an impossibility in the nature 
of things, to bring any thing which is infinite, 
to an end* 

If there were but one infinite tm in the uni- 
verse, it could neither be forgiven nor termina- 
ted ; and the only method by which transgres- 
9ion can he finished, is to destroy or change the 
evil habits and propensities in every intelligent 
agent ; or, in other words, to destroy the works 
of the devil, which will be effectually accom- 
plished. Now if retributive punishment be ad- 
missible in the divine government, there must' 
-certainly be in the scale of unerring justice, 
an exact proportion established between the 
various crimes that may be committed, and the 
punishments to be inflicted for each particular 
transgression) taking into consideration the op* 
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porlunhies of improvement, mental powers and 
capacities of the individuals who are to be 
Judged ; for the statement given in the above 
texts prove, incontestibly, that there are differ* 
ent degrees of criminality; because it is asserted 
that some crimes shall be forgiven, and this one 
in particular excepted, which shall no/, either 
in this world, nor in that which is to come».M» 
The blasphemer may therefore receive a severe 
chastisement adequate to his crime, and after* 
wards be restored to the favour of his gmciotff 
Creator. 

And here we must observe, that tbese texi» 
are so far from establishing the doctrine of eter- 
nal damnation, even in this particular ca^ie, that 
they militate against it in this and everf ether 
case. Mark says positively, That all rins 9haU 
be forgiven unto the sons of men, and blasi^* 
xnieS) wherewithsoever they shall blasphemet 
And Matthew says, All manner of sin and bias* 
phemy ahall be forgiven unto men : but the 
blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be 
forgiven unto men. 

If this be true that all sins and blasphemiet 
shall be finally forgiven unto men, except the 
sin against the Holy Ghost, which shall not be 
£>rgiven in this world> nor in the world to coisq 
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does not the latter part of this text fairly implf 
that every other sin may hQ forgiven in the world 
to comcy that is, after this life ? For if every other 
sin was in the same predicament with this^ that 
is, excluded from forgiveness in the world to 
come, wherein consists the propriety of giving 
this as an exception^ or the only one that shall be 
precluded from forgiveness in a future state ? 
And as Matthew says positively, that all other 
kina and blasfihemies shall be forgiven, it there- 
fore evidently follows^ that if all sins are not for- 
given in this world, they must and will be for- 
given or done away in the world to come. Oth- 
erwise Daniel predicted a falsehood when he said 
that the Messiah would^nwA tranagreasiony and 
make an end of ains. But if Daniel's words are 
true, Vhen transgression is Jiniahed^ and sin 
brought to an endj misery must also terminate, 
for the sting of death is sin ; and therefore dam- 
nation will not be eternal. To inflict punish- 
ment with any other view or design than refor- 
mationy is tyranny ; and to continue it after ev- 
ery good purpose has been accomplished that 
could be effected by this means, would be the 
nefilua ultra of revenge, and therefore both un- 
just and cruel. It is impossible that revenge 
should be an attribute of the Deity, for John 
asserts that God is love ; and it would surely be 
the extreme of blasphemy to aflBrm, that his at- 
S2 
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tributes are a compound of infinite love and be* 
neficence, and infinite revenge and cruelty ; fo? 
till his attributes are infinite. 

Whence comet moral evil / 

To investigate this subject, and give a proper 
~ answer to the question^ we must take experi- 
ence for our guide, otherwise we may be led 
astray by the various opinions that have been 
promulgated on this important subject. For 
this purpose let us contemplate our species as 
they are sent into this world, entirely devoid of 
every kind and degree of knowledge^ but gener- 
ally endued with mental powers and faculties 
susceptible of improvement by experience and 
proper tuition. We are also furnished with in* 
nate appetites and passions, which are implanted 
in our nature by the Deity, to answer the best 
purposes, when under the conduct of reason, by 
which their impulsive operations are restrained 
within due bounds, and directed to proper ob- 
jects. There are also proper objects destined 
to operate upon these appetites and passions, 
which may be denominated motives^ or incen^ 
tives to action ; or were we to be divested of these 
innate propensities, and the objects withdrawn 
that are destined to act upon and excite them> 
we should be as useless in the creation, as a 
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ahip without s^iis^ !or wind to act upon them. 
But to £t the «hip iMrop^rljr for a prosperous 
voyage, reqjiiros not only sails, and wind toiox^ 
pel them, but also a good compass to dire.ct thf 
course, and an helm in the hand of a skilful 
pilot to guide her* So must reason :direct our 
coqrse through ]ibiXo the harbour of permanent 
felicity; and experience, like a faitl^ul pilots 
steer his course by the pole*star of Pectitude* 
When we are excited by these means to the 
performance of any laudable purpose, we are 
ihereby u^ed to fulfil an incumbent duty ; but 
when the excitement tends to a breach of the 
moral law, it is generally denominated a temp* 
tation, and the perpetration criminal, ;as being 
calculated to produce disorder, confpsion, and 
misery ; for, as Cjod is a being who delights ia 
order, and the happiness pf all his creatures, he 
has prohibited every action introductive to dis» 
order or unnecessary human misery. Under 
thesecircuo^tances we are placed here at schooli 
to gain an experimental knowledge of the nature) 
tendencies, and consequences of moral good^ 
and of both Tnoral and Jihyncal evilj by which 
means they will at length be fully convinced, 
that without virtue it is imposf^le to be happy ^ 
and that misery is the natural and necessary 
consequence of vice. And al$o that it is not in 
the power of jm^re hiwanity to keep the law« 
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of God perfectly, Mrhich will finally cause them 
Id place their whole reliance upon the person 
chosen by God to keep and fulfil the law in our 
stead. 

But in pursuance of this scheme ofprobation, 
and gradual improvement in moral science, it ii 
necessary that the human will should remain 
perfectly Jree from the coercive influence of 
every superior power whatever ; otherwise we 
should not be moraly accountable agents^ but mere 
passive instruments in the h^nds of tho^ be- 
ings who govern the will; and therefore as im- 
proper objects of either^praise or blame, as ma- 
chines of any other kind or construction ; and 
under these circumstances, to call one man vir- 
tuous, and another vicious, would be as ridicu- 
lous as to talk of a virtuous and vicious house- 
clock. 

But those good people who amuse themselves 
and others, conversing about the duties of mor- 
^1, accountable agents, who have been divested 
irmj ages ago, of both the freedom of their tw^ 
and all moral power of action, or whose will is 
entirely under ^e direction and controul of su- 
perior beings, ought to re-consider this subject 
candidly, by which means they may probably be 
convinced; that both the Idea and language arc 
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AS absurd} as to talk of the freedom of a gallf« 
slave chained to an oar, and expatiate on his 
social and civil duties. But although the Deitf 
does not act coercively upon the aviU of any hu- 
man being, it is by his influence alone, that ni> 
tional conviction is conveyed to the understand* 
ing. It was owing to the ignorance and ineK** 
perienee of mankind that moral evil was first 
introduced into the world, being permitted bf 
the Deity as the only means by which we eouM 
possibly gain an experimental knowledge of the 
nature, qualities, and different tendencies df 
moral good and evil. But as ignoraneea^ in** 
expedience introducedmoral evil, so»haUlcaow«- 
ledge finaHy banish it out of the ereati^^, when 
all shall be taught ef God^ and shall all know 
feim from the least of them even io the greatest 
of tliem, wtom to know is file etemaL 

But as a person can neither be denominated 
virtuous or' vicious, who, like the idiot, act with- 
out either design or int^ligent motive, or who 
abstatn irom the perpetration of any particular 
vice because they have no natural propensity to 
it, as is the case with eunuchs, who avoid fre- 
quenting houses of ill fame. It is therefore 
necessary, in this experimental institution, itdt 
only that the pupils should be furnished with 
appetites and passions to be acted upon, but 
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also to have suitable incentives to excite them 
to action. But reason matured by experience 
and attentive observation) should determine, 
whether the impulse should be obeyed or not. 
If the action to which we are excited tends to a 
breach of the moral law, or the introduction of 
discord) confusioui or needless misery, to obey 
the impulse would be criminal, which will surely 
produce such a degree of remorse, as to produce 
contrition. But if the excitement urges to the 
performance of an action calculated to produce 
peace, order, or permanent happiness, to obey 
the impulse is virtuous ; but as a well regulated 
conduct depends upon the maturity of our judges 
ment, and our judgement can only be matured 
by careful observation and experience, and by 
bringing every doubtful or controverted opinion 
to the only true theological standard, the immu< 
table attributes of the Deity. But as this re- 
quires time and the exertion of talents, which 
very few individuals possess, a vast variety of 
very discordant theories in religion arose as an 
inevitable consequence of ignorance ; and as 
these great evils were at first produced by igno- 
rance, which soon begat superstition, they are 
still supported and maintained by the prejudice 
of an early education, which is generally an in- 
vincible obstacle to candid iiyestigation, and is 
almost invariably constituted the standard by 
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which the scriptures are explained by the differ- 
ent denominations. 

This is incontroTertibly proved by comparing 
the various discordant explanations given to the 
same texts and passages of scripture by the best 
linguists of the different denominations ; so that 
unless a person will take the trouble of examin- 
ing for himself} he may be led to conclude that the 
scriptures were not written to enlighten and in- 
form our understandings, but to puzzle and per- 
plex our judgements. At one time when it suits 
the purpose of the person with whom we are con- 
Tersing, we are told that the meaning of the sa- 
cred authors is so plain, that those who run, 
may read and understand the truths delivered. 
But in the course of a few minutes our instruc- 
tor perceives that he cannot bring us to see and 
understand the subject in discussion, we are 
told, that the natural man cannot understand 
the tiniths that are delivered in the scriptures^ 
because they are spiritually discerned; and 
therefore we must implicitly receive the expla- 
nations of our spiritual guides, who all profess 
to understand their spiritual meaning, which 
they explain to suit their various discordant 
tenets. If this be a proper explanation of the 
text, the scriptuies have not been written to 
instruct and convert ignorant publicans and sin- 



210 

nerS) who cannot underiitand their spiritual 
meaning ; nor can they know (unles they are in- 
spired) to whom they should apply for the ex- 
planation of things which are unintelligible to 
them. 

What should we think of a physician^ whoy 
after having, prescribed for his patient in some 
unknown language) would tell hinii in plain En- 
glish) that the medicine which I have prescribed 
yoU) can be of no possible service to you> until 
you have first recovered perfect health 1 

Letter V. Frtmi Dr. Youngls Ccntratt ; wnV- 
ten to a rigid CalvinUt. 

When, in conversation with you, I affirmed 
that St. Paul was an Universalist, I promised to 
quote some of the most pointed texts by which 
he inculcates the doctrine in the most clear and 
positive terms. Rom. v. 1 8. << Therefore, as by 
the offence of oncy judgement came upon alJt 
fnen to condemnaiion : even mo (i. e. in like mai^ 
iier) by the righteousness of one^ the fi^ee gift 
came upon all men unto justification of life." 
Rom. viii. 32. << He that spared not his owik 
son, but delivered him up for ««a/^ how shall he 
not, with him also, freely give us aU things ?" 
Rom* xi« Z2, <« for God hath concluded them tU 
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By the first of these texts it plakilf •ppftnl' 
that Adam was the representative of a/Z^Hot* 
ferity y or of human nature in general, other- '^' 
wise judgement to condemnation could not, with 
even the colour of justice, come upon all his 
posterity for his offence ; that Jesus Christ, by 
assuming the human nature, became as fully 
and completely the representative of a// ma«- 
kindy as Adam was, or had been ; and therefore, 
by his righteousness, the free giji camtufionall 
men, unto justification of life. So ye see, that 
St. Paul considers Christ as the complete repre- 
sentative and Saviour of all mankind ; who, by 
his righteousness, had wrought out a complete 
salvation for the whole human race, unto the 
justification of life, which he bestows as a free 
gift ; and if God justifieth, who is he that con- 
demneth ? And further, to establish them in 
the belief of this glorious doctrine, he argues, 
that as God spared not his own Son, but deliver- 
ed him up for us ally he will, with him, also 
freely give us all things. And to convince 
them that Christ was not that partial Saviour, 
which many conceive him to be, who would sit 
down contentedly, and receive as many of the 
souis which he had redeemed, as the devil 
might be pleased to give him, he tells the Ro- 
mans, who were heathen Gentiles, « That God 
T 







hn unieHcf^th2it he might 
'1iWri»ipfir4flli>i^^//.'' 1 Cor. XV. 22. <'For as 
JMUmn all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
;i:*' •* thade alive." 2 Cor, v. 1 4. « For the love of Christ 
constraineth us, because we thus judge, that 
if one died/or ally then were all dead : and that 
he diedybr ally that they which live should not 
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him 
who died for them, and rose again." Rom. 
xiv. 9. " For to this end Christ both died and 
rose and revived, that he might be Lord of both 
the dead and living.'' If so, he must be Lord 
of all. Col. i, 15. St. Paul calls Christ « the 
invisible image of God, the first bom 6f every 
creature." 16. "For by him were all things 
created that are in Heaven> and that are on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether they.be 
thrones or dominions, or principalities or pow- 
ers, all things were created Cdi auto) by him, 
and (eia autonj for himself." If, therefore, 
Christ made all things for himself, he must de- 
viate greatly from his.original intention, before 
he gives up any thing to the devil, especially 
the souls which he made for himself. 1 Tim. ii. 
1 . " I exhort, therefore, that first of all, suppli- 
cations, prayers, intercessions, and giving of 
thanks, be made fi}r all men ;" 3. ^^ For this i« 
good and acceptable in the sight of God our 
Saviour." 4. " Who mil have all men to be 
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Mavedj and come unto the knowledge of the 
truth." 5. " For there is one God, and one 
Mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus." 6. « Who gave himself a ransom for 
ally to be testified in due time." 

St. Paul exhorts Timothy, first of all, to make 
supplications, Sec. for all meuy as being accepUi- 
ble to God our Saviour, who is a being of suc;i 
universal benevolence, as to nvill that aU ineth 
^should be saved^ and come to the knowledge of 
the truth." And whatever the omnipote;Bt Je- 
hovah xuilla to be done> he will certainly accom<» 
plish. But the Apostle, to shew that the salva* 
tion of aU men was not only possible, but easily: 
practicable, he observes^ that there is one Go^ 
to be appeased, who is a God of infinite good'^ 
ness and mercyi who wills thsU, a)Ln[ien may 
be saved, and one Mediator between this grs^ 
cious God and men, to wit, the m^ ^lu'istf 
JesuS) who is the advocate and fj^^ of man-r 
kind universally, as her has alre^^^^lv^en hlmw 
self a ransom^ not for a few iodivi^Uiila^ but for 
all mankind. And although this gi'eat audi im-f 
portant truth may not be. generally kQp\i:9r.tQ^ 
the chief Prie&tSi an^ Fhfiri&ees of oyr:4aj?i ii^ 
shall nevertheless.be testified in dyp trifie» to 
the honour of God, and the unsp(e^k9blfl>conao«. 
lation of every good being. . :. > 
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_If, Ihereforcj the supreme God is so benevo^ 
lent as to will that all mankind should be sot^ec/, 
and has sent his beloved Son on purpose^ to be 
the Saviour of the worldy and Christ has, on his 
part, given himself a random for all, therefore 
as all have been ransomed, all must and will be 
restored to their lawful sovereign. He who re- 
deems or ransoms captives, claims them as his 
own, and never leaves them in the possession 
of the enemy. 

Can there be any thing more incredible^ than 
to suppose (with the Methodists) that after 
Christ had given his precious life a ransom for 
the wMe wor/cf of mankind, that he should never- 
theless, leave vast numbers of these yevy beings, 
for whom he had shed his precious blood, in the 
ftosaeaaion of the devil eiernally ? Christ is nei- 
ther a phrtial Saviour, nor a partial conqueror ; 
he will never submit to the devil, and permit him 
to retain in perpetual captivity, on^ human soul 
whom he made for himself ; for certainly he 
was not so complaisant, as to make any particu- 
lar number of souls on purpose for the devil ; 
and if the devil should retain in perpetual cap- 
tivity, even one soul whom Christ had made for 
himself, then would he be defeated, and bis gra- 
cious desi^ frustrated. And to affirm, that 
Christ has made souls which he neither wished 
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to-be finally happy, nor ever intended to save 
from endless perdition, is blaspheroy, and the 
worst kind of infidelity. And I conceive it would. 
be thought by every unprejudiced person, to be 
much less derogatory to the morsU. character of 
the Deitiy to suppose, tliat he abandoned the crea- 
tures yvlUch he ha4 made, to the permanent do- 
minion of th€ devil, through :a defect of wisdorau 
and power to rescue them,, than to affirm th^t 
he had a sufficient degree of wisdom and power, 
to save them,, but that it was more agreeable tot, 
his divine w/// that great numbers should be 
eternally, irrecoverably miserable* If we sup- 
pose him to be infinitely benevolent^ but deficient 
in wUdom and/tow^, this would be a great misr. 
fortune, which every good being wpuld deplorei^ 
and would wish to assist himw But if, on the. 
contrary, he ia[ supposed to be infinitely wisa 
^nd powerful,, but so malevolent^ 9i% to speak un* 
offending, inconscious matter into existence, in-i 
fallibly knowing that the condition into which he: 
bt^ught it, was as much worse than that in which 
he found it, as a state.of the most severe, eter- 
nal, never-ending punishment, is worse than 9^ 
state of non-existence,, is horrid beyond desorip- 
tion....but 80 it is. Th^jCjalvinists having. deter- 
mined, that vast ni^nbers of tlie human race 
must be eternally damned, rather than give up 
this darling tenet, they blaspheme the moral 
t2 
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character of the Deity, by affirming, that he 
forces into existence millions of human brings 
morally incapable of doing any good, but replete 
with the strongest propensities to do evil, which 
can neither be eradicated, fior even restrained, 
by any thing which they can do. And' in this 
condition are they supposed to be excluded from 
the benefits of Christ's death and sufferings, and 
left to sin and suffer a few years on earth, and 
then to be sentenced, by the Judge of the whole 
earth, to suffer the most exquisite torments in 
hell flames, as long as God himself exists ! when 
all this mischief and misery might have been 
avoided, by omitting to create all such beings a» 
the Deity foreknew would be infinitely sinful and 
eternally miserable ;; for nothing short ofinfi^ 
nite guilt can render any being justly obnoxious 
to an infinite punishment : and this is evidently 
impossible. 1 John iv. 8. " He that loveth not, 
knoweth not God, for God is love. 10. Herein 
is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins. 14. And we have seen, and do teatiftfy 
that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour 
of the world." John iii. 1 7.- ^ For God sent not 
his Son into the world to cemrfewn the worid,but 
that the world, through ten, might be sayed^'^ 



223 

In the above cited texts it appears, that God 
is the most benevolent of all beings, whose very 
essence is love ; his benevolence inspired him 
to create us ; that he so loved the world, as to 
send his dearly beloved Son to be a propitiation 
for our sins, and the Saviour of the world. It 
should therefbre be the business of our public 
teachers to exhibit the Deity in his real Charac- 
ter, which consists of infinite kwe and unbound- 
ed benevolence to all created human beings. He 
hates sin, because it has a natural and necessary 
tendency to create disorder, confusion, and mis- 
ery ; but he hates not the souls wbich he has 
made, as evidently appears by his dying for them, 
while they were yet in a slat© of rebellion against 
him, Roni. v. 6. Is it not base, ungrateful, and 
ungenerous, to traducie the character of so good 
a being, to answer any sinister purpose what- 
ever ? The general pretext for preaching what 
has been called the terrors of the Lord, is, that 
it has a tendency to restrain licentious practices. 
But what advantage can we rationally expect 
to gain, by expelling love 9iii^ gratitude^ and sub- 
stituting fear and hatred in their stead ? For it 
Is impossible that they can exist together. 

We should love the Lord our God with all our 
soul, heart, strength, and mind. But we are 
told in I Johniv. 18. that <* There is no fearxsi 
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love ; but perfect love casteth outfeary because 
/ear hath torment. He that feareth> is not made 
perfect in love.'* If perfect love casteth out 
fear, it is as certain that the perfect Jear and- 
dread of a tyrant, must and will cast out love,, 
and occupy the human breast alone. It is im* 
possible for them to subsist in perfection toge- 
ther ; like fire and frosty as. one increa^ee^ the^ 
other must decrease in exact proportion i there- 
fore the people should never be taught to be-> 
lieve, that God is as much glorified and pleased 
with the death and eternal damnation of a sin- 
ner* as in. the salvation and eternal felicity of a 
saint ; as it is not in the power of imagiqadon 
to paint a tyrant in more infernal colours. It 
is a character which no being} except the prince 
of devils, can possibly either love or imitate...* 
and there can be no doubt that th« devil is 
highly pleased with those wlio endeavour to per-^ 
suade their felloAy*beings,thatpartitfity) cruelty} 
and revenge, are the genuine attributes of the 
Deity ; because it is impossible^ in the nature 
of things, that any benevolent, rational being, 
should serve a God possessing such attributes 
through Ipve, which is the only motive tliat can 
render our services acceptable to a God whose 
very essence i$:love. . 
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With respect to the worship extorted, and 
rendered through a slavish fear, it can only de- 
base the mind and derange the understanding, 
but can never produce real piety, and therefore 
can never be acceptable to that God who re- 
quires us to love the Lord our God with all our 
heart, soul, strength) and mind^ and our neigh- 
bours as ourselves. 

We are also exhorted to love our enemies, 
and forgive those that trespass against us. Now 
if God neither loved his enemies, nor ever for- 
gave all those that trespassed against him, but 
will torment millions of themineverlastingburn- 
ings as long as he exists, caiMt be possible that 
he expected that we should be more merciful 
and benevolent than himself, or recommend to 
us a line x>f conduct more virtuous and godlike 
than that which he practised himself? But 
thank's be to God, the fetters of ignorance and 
superstition are wearing out very fast, and pre- 
judice, that bitter enemy to free enquiry and the 
investigation of truth, has lost much of its in- 
fluence over the minds of great numbers of very 
sensible people ; who begin to view the Deity 
as a being of strict, impartial justice, divine love} 
infinite goodness, benevolence, truth, and mer- 
cy ; that has no pleasure in the death and eter- 
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nal damnation of a sinner, but would rather that 
he should turn from the evil of his ways and live* 

If sin and its consequences be displeasing to 
a God of infinite goodness, wisdom, and power, 
is it not absurd to suppose, that he will permit 
them to remain in being to the endless ages of 
eternity ? Are they of that indestructible nature, 
that infinite wisdom, aided by almighty power, 
cannot eradicate and destroy them ? If he can 
destroy them, why sliould he penmt them alt 
ways to remain in being, to di^lease.him eter« 
nally ? 

Are there some men who are, by nature^ in* 
convertible, that infinite wisdom and power 
are incapable of reforming ^ Or does the Peit j 
doom any souls to eternal misery bti^ such as 
he cannot reclaim ? Or do^s h^ doom to eternal 
misery any soqls which he could but would nut 
save ? If any souls are supposed ^o be eternally 
miserable, I af&rm, that they must belong tQ one 
of the above classes, to wit^such as God could 
have savedy but would not, of such as he would 
have aavedy but could not. The first of theso 
propositions denies God's infinite goodness^ and 
therefore cannot be true. The second tl^e^ 
his infinite wisdom and power, which ii^ust be 
false. It is therefore false to say, that any of 
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the souls which God has created will be eter« 
nally and irrecorerably miserable ; because 
Christ is both able and willing to save them all ; 
who tells us, Johnxii. 33. << And I, ifl be lifted 
up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.*' 

Now as Christ has been lified up from the 
e^rth, on the cross, and from thence to the hea- 
vens, I make no doubt that he will fulfil his 
promise^ even to those who believe that hell lies 
be7ond the reach of almighty power ; he will 
convince them that the keys of hell and death 
are not useless in his hand ; he will break the 
gates of brass, and cut the bars of iron in sun- 
der. Isaiah xlix. 25. " For thus saith the Lord, 
even the captives of the mighty shall be taken 
away, and the prey of the terrible shall be de- 
livered." 

I remain, 

with the most sincere esteem, 
your friend. 

I would now beg leave to state two very im- 
-portant questions for serious aind candid discus* 
sion. Firsty Whether we are now placed here 
in a state of probation, as free, moraF, accounta- 
ble agents ? Or «tfco«rf/y, Are we placed here 
totally divested of a free will to choose, and 
moral power of doing any thing pleasing or ac- 
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ceptable to God ; and to be passively governed 
by the will of superior beings, and actuated at 
their pleasure, to do either good or evil, as these 
superior beings are supposed alternately to gain 
possession of the human machine ? 

I presume there are but few subjects on the- 
ology that have presented so large a field for 
warm controversy, as that now stated for con- 
sideration ; and probably there has never been 
a subject upon which so much has been said to 
so little purpose. The proper method of inves- 
tigating this important subject, is to consider 
God as the only source and fountsdn of good* 
ness, wisdom, and power, and the impossibility 
of deriving the least portion of either from any 
other source in the universe. It i« therefore 
evident, that man is accountable'for his conduct 
only in exact proportion to the degrees of wis- 
dom, goodness, and power, the Deity may please 
to confer upon him ; and the use he makes of 
these talents, which he is to improve, and not 
bury in a napkin. The person who is born an 
idiot, and remains incapable, during life, to dis- 
tinguish in any degree between good and evil, 
is accountable to no being for his conduct ; be- 
cause he is not amoral agent, which condition 
requires knowledge to distinguish between good 
..And evil, a free will to choose^ and a power to 
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act agreeably to his choice. But all rational^ 
human bdings, are accountable for neglecting 
to improve the opportunities afforded to them 
of increasing their knowledge of the various du- 
ties which they owe both to God and their fel- 
low men ; for ignorance, which is the conse- 
quence of sloth) is criminal) and will receive 
correction. 

But in every case in which God has withheld 
the capacity of discerning, or the power of act- 
ing agreeably to the free choice of the will, the 
being ceases to be responsible ; for it is self-evi- 
dent, that a being divested. of any will of his 
own, and actuated by the will of any superior 
being, cannot be a moral, accountable agentf 
but is a mere machine. God only requires the 
improvement of the talents which he bestows^ 
but does not expect perfect obedience from im- 
perfect man. 

Those who assert the eternal absolute decrees 
of election and reprobation, are necessitated, ta 
deny the free will of man, and to ipaintain his 
moral incapacity to do any thing pleasing or ac- 
ceptable to God. They also affirm, that God 
has, for his own glory, determined by absolute, 
eternal decrees, whatsoever comes to pass in 
time. It is therefore evident (if the promises 
u 
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be granted) that the conclusion must be, that 
free will and moral agency are conditions that 
are incompatible with these eternal decrees, by 
^vhich every human action is unavoidably fixed 
and determined by God (who, according to this ' 
scheme) is in all cases the agent^ and man the 
passive instrument or machine in his hand ; in 
^'hich circumstances, it is impossible that man 
should be a moral^ accountable agent. But as 
this horrid doctrine constitutes God the author 
of sin ; if they acted consistently, they should 
in jusiice acquit the fiassive instrument which 
he employs, of every degree of criminality^ and 
not doom him to eternal torments, for not re- 
sisting the sovereign will and poiver of the Dei- 
ty ; for the action, whether good or bad, proper- 
ly belongs to the being who governB the wiU. 
But it is evident from the whole tenour of the 
scriptures, that God never acts coercivefy apon 
the mil of man ; he addresses all his precepts 
and instructions to their understanding, and 
leads them, by rational conviction, into a know- 
ledge of the truth ; he treats them in all res- 
pects as rational, voluntary agents, that may re- 
ceive and profit by instructions, which he is 
daily giving them, in various ways, which he has 
promised to continue until they all shall hiow 
the Lord from the least of them unto the greatest 
of them (whom to know is l»fc eternal) for he 
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has promised to forgive their iiiiquityy and re- 
member their sin no more, Jeremiah xxxi. 34. 
Isaiah liv. 13. And all thy children shkU be 
taught of the Lord, and great bhall be the peace 
of thy children. John vi. 45. It is written in 
the prophets, and they shall all be taught of 
God, every man, therefore, that hath heard> 
and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto 
me.- John vi. 37. " And him that cometh to me, 
I will in no wise cast out. 

I now ask every candid person who may pe- 
ruse this work, whether they conceive it to be 
probable, or even possible, that any person who 
has never had an opportunity of hearing of the 
Father, or of being taught by him, can justly 
be sentenced to eternal misery, by the only be- 
ing who could have taught him the things per- 
taining to his eternal peace and happiness, and 
who had purposely omitted to do it ? But God 
has promised in the above cited texts, that they 
shall all be taught of God from the least to the 
greatest ; and Christ has promised that those 
who are thus taught, shall come to him, and 
that he will in no wise cast them- out. 

As my health appears to be declining so fast, 
as to render it very improbable that I shall be 
able to write much more, I therefore most earn- 
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estly desire, that some candid, able Calvinist, 
"would undertake to point out the nature and 
extent of the moral and evangelical duties, which 
human beings can justly and reasonably be ex- 
pected to perform, as moral, accountable agents, 
who have been deprived (without their own 
knowledge, or agency, and prior to their exist- 
ence) of a free wjU to choose, and all moral in- 
clination and ability to do any thing well pleas- 
ing or acceptable, to God, or conducive to their 
own eternal salvation, and totally excluded from 
receiving any efficacious assistance from the 
holy spirit ; and also to point out the legal, 
or justifiable principle by which the guilt of 
Adam's transgression is imputed to those, who 
are supposed to be precluded from the benefits 
resulting to others, from the sufferings, death, 
and perfect righteousness of Christ; and to pun- 
ish them eternally for not working out their own 
salvation by the deeds of the law, or not com- 
plying, perfectly, with the terms of the gospel, 
which the Calvinists themselves acknowledge 
to be impossible, as they werfe never furnished 
with ability, either to fulfil the law perfectly, or 
to comply with the terms of the gospel, without 
the efficacious assistance of the Father of a// man- 
kind, which, in the present case, is supposed to 
be withheld. I know the common subterfuge 
in this case has been,' to recur to the eternal de» 
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crees of election and reprobation ; but as this is 
.evidently attempting to prove the firo/iriety of 
. one act of injuatice and cruelty^ by another ten 
. times worse ; sensible people in general, have 
relinquished this plea, and have recourse to the 
. representative plan oifirobation^ and argue stren- 
uously, that because the person acted amisS) 
which the Deity appointed to be their represen- 
tativcj it was perfectly jfusf to exclude them from 
receiving any beneht from the covenant of 
grace, and leave them under the covenant of 
works, which they must obey p.erfectly^ or die 
. eternally y although they know and acknowledge^ 
that the scriptures positively declare, that by 
the deeds of the law no flesh shall be justified^ 

Proposition.... GocTm not the author of moral evU^ 

Although I was brought up in a region where 
Calvinism reigned triumphantly, and was use^, 
from infancy, to read in my Catechism, that 
the decrees of God are his eternal purpose, ac- 
cording to the council of liis own will^ whereby 
for his own glory he hath fpre-orduined. whatso- 
ever comes to pass, my young mind repelled 
and spurned the horrid insinuation,, that God 
was the real author-of all the atrocious crimes 
that should ever be perpetrated, which very 
Climes he had prohibited in his precepts and 
U2 
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commands. I have always opposed this absurd 
doctrine in the various forms in which ithasap* 
pearedy both in its dogmatical and philosophi- 
cal garb. And lately upon reading Mr. Hunt* 
ington's book, entitled Calvinism Improved) I 
have been induced to state this interesting sub- 
ject in a'mode susceptible of rational discussion, 
and cheerfully submit my reasoning upon it to 
the attentive consideration of all candid investi- 
gators of controverted opinions in the important 
science of theology. And as the means of di- 
recting the mind to the first principles of the 
subject, I have proposed the following questions, 
viz. 

1. Is there not an eternal, essential, immuta- 
ble difference between right and wrong, virtue 
and vice, and moral good and evil, which does 
not depend upon the arbitrary will and pleasure 
of any beting in existence ? 

2. Is not the moral law the law of nature, and 
of nature's God, being perfectly congenial with 
his divine attributes, and founded upon the eter- 
nal principles of rectitude, agreeably to the rea- 
son, nature, relations, and fitness of things, in 
all possible circumstances i 
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S. If thiB be granted, is it not evident, thivt 
this law is eternal with respect to its duration, 
immutable in its nature, and of universal obliga- 
tion upon every intelligent being in existence, 
in exact proportion to their natursd capacities 
and means of improvement, to enable them to 
distinguish its precepts, and powers to fulfil its 
Injunctions ? Jf this be ihe case, 

4. Can it be possible that God has laid man- 
kind under an absolute, unavoidable necessity of 
transgressing the moral law, either by eternal, 
immutable decrees, or by constituting a certain 
concatenation of causes, to act as motives upon 
the human mind, with sufficient energy to de- 
termine the will to violate his commands ? 

5. Is it not an indispensable condition requi- 
site to retider an human being amenable to this 
most perfect of all laws, and to cbnstitute him a 
moral, accountable agent, justly obnoxious to its 
penalties, that his mind and will should remain 
entirely free from the coercive influence of the 
decrees^ or predeterminations of every superior 
being who would tempt him to sin? 

The Deity is continually sending vast num- 
bers of human beings into existence, in the most 
profound state of ignorance and imbecility j 
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but generally with powers and faculties of mind 
capable of various degrees of improvement^ 
where the proper means of tuition are afforded ; 
whose conduct and actions become cognizable 
by this perfect law^ as soon as they become ca- 
pable of distinguishing between moral good and 
evil ; provided their wills remain entirely Jree 
from the controling influence of every superior 
agent capable of determining their choice^ 

As I cannot conceive a more self-evident truth, 
than that the being who governs the will^ is the 
real author of the actioriy whether it be good or 
bad ; and that the passive instrument is not a 
proper subject of either praise or blame. It 
has been alledged by those who believe God to 
be the real author and efficient cause of all mo- 
ral evil> « That all power is of God, and that 
the sinner could not transgress if God had not 
furnished him with power^ for the purpose",,.. 
To which I answer, that although God has given 
to man very considerable powers of both body 
and mind, it does not appear even probable that 
be ever willed or decreed that they should era- 
ploy these powers in violating his positivte com- 
mands. Neither does it prove that the exercise 
and determinations of every human will are, at 
aH times, and in all cases, directed and govern^ 
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ed by the will of God ; for his will is certainly 
not so perverse as to dictate a breach of his po- 
sitive commands. 

If the Deity haS} either by an eterpal, immu- 
table decree, or by arranging a certain concate- 
nation of causes,'to act as motives on the minds 
of all subordinate, intelligent beings, with suffi- 
cient power to influence their wills to dete^ 
mine, and in consequence to act exactly as Ih^ 
do, and not otherwise, it evidently follows, that 
there is but one will in the universe ; and, prop- 
erly speaking, but one agency, which is carried 
on in the unlimited regions of space, by vari^oufs 
subordinate, passive instruments ; and th«t th^ 
Deity is in reality the efficient cause, and sote 
author of all the atrocious crimes, and abomiti- 
ably filthy actions that were perpetrated in So- 
dom ; and then to show his great displeasure at 
-what he had caused them to do, he consiumed 
botli them and their cities with fi^re from Hea- 
ven ! 

This wretched, bungling hypothesis, repre- 
sents the Deity to be the most deceptive, incon- 
sistent being in the universe ; he having (as 
they^ assert) in the first place decreed, or by 
some other means ecfually ceHain, rendered 
every immoral or criminal action that every 
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physical evil. This has ever been, now is, and 
forever will be, the merciful conduct of the De- 
ity, until he has restored all his erring creatures 
lo that state of permanent happiness^ for which 
he created them* 

When the prodigal grew impatient of res- 
traint, under the economy of his father's house, 
and wished for greater liberty to exercise the 
freedom of his own w//, his father was perfectly 
justifiable in permitting him to make the exper- 
iment, although he foreknew what his son's con- 
duct would be, and the consequences that would 
result from it ; when he obtained the license 
for which he petitioned, and his share of the 
goods, he departed into a far country^ where, 
by his criminal practices and extravagance, he 
soon squandered the property his indulgent par- 
ent had given him, and as the natural and ne- 
cessary consequence of the moral evil of which 
he had been guilty, he suffered the physical 
evils of hunger, jiakedness, and bitter despond- 
ency, being reduced to the sordid condition of 
a swine-herd. These copiplicated sufferings 
produced in his mind a perfect conviction of, 
and sincere repentance for, his criminal folly ; 
which induced him to return to his indulgent fa- 
ther, much better qualified to enjoy felicity than 
before experience had taught him how to con- 
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trast good with evil, and judge of their immense 
difference. 

The late Rer. Mr. Huntington has, in ,the 
i 18th page of his book, entitled Calvinism Im- 
proved, fairly classed himself with those who 
conceive they do God great honour by repre- 
senting him to be an arbitrary, despotic sov- 
ereign, who acknowledges no law, or rule, but 
the dictates of his own »fW. The following are 
his sentiments : << With respect to God Biost 
h%h, his eternal, fixed will and choicej was never 
yet frustrated in any single instance, and never 
will be.- This by no means excuses sin on our 
jpart ; the mere nature of it is infinite guilt in 
us, in the first instance ; yet it is certain that 
every thing, every event, in the natural and 
moral system^ does take place just exactly as 
Odd chose and fixed in his immutable plan, be* 
fore any creature had existence;" that is to 
say, God, as an arbitrary sovereign, has fixed 
every thing, evciy possible event, by absolute^ 
immutable decrees, both in the natural and 
tnoral system, just exactly as he chose to have 
it in his immutable plan ; and he then assertSi 
that this will and choice cannothe frustrated ; and 
although it is impossible for mortals to resist 
his will, or to act otherwise than he has decreed 
they should, yet he assertSi *^ that this by no 
w 
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means excuses what he calls sin on our part, 
the mere nature of it (he says) is infinite guilt 
in us.*' That is, in plain English, although 
God has willed and decreed every filthy, detesta- 
bly sinful action which ever hasbeen,or that ever 
shall be perpetrated ; and although it is impos- 
sible for us to resist his will, orto^vdd doing, 
in all respects, exactly as he had" willed and de- 
creed we should do ; yet he asserts, we are in- 
finitely cnminal for executing the will of our 
Creator. Among the horrid crimes that are sup- 
posed to be rendered unavoidable by man (by 
this eternal, immutable plan) we may reckon 
rapes, robberies, murders, incest, and all the fil- 
thy, abominable crimes of the Sodomites, 
which we all know God has prohibited by his 
positive commands, under the most severe pen- 
alties. But if this has been the conduct of the 
Deity, it is evident that he is not governed by 
^ny rational or moral principle ; he being, by 
this blasphemous hypothesis, the real author, 
prohibitor and punisher of all the moral evil 
which he has rendered unavoidable by man. 
Such conduct has frequently been ascribed to 
the devil. The Clergy tell us,thathe first tempts 
people to sin, and then punishes them severely 
£;>r it ! But if there is not a real, intrinsic, essen- 
tial, immutable difference between right and 
wrong, virtue and vice^ or moral good and evil 
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in the eternal reason and nature of things, and 
that all these most important concerns depend 
upon the arbitrary will of a hieing; who has pur- 
posely rendered all kinds ef moral evil unavoid- 
able by many and afterwards prohibited these 
very same actions by positive commands. How, 
then, are nations to regulate their moral con- 
duct, who have no written law supposed to be 
' of divine origin ? Or by what rule are people 
to judge which of the various pretended revela- 
tions which have been offered to them> contains 
the will of God ? 

Let us suppose for an esiample, that a Chris- 
tian should undertake to proselyte a Mahometan, 
and advise him to read our scriptures, assuring 
him that they contained the revealed will of 
God. The Mahometan asks him by what means 
he became positively assured that these scrip- 
tures contained the revealed will of the Deity f 

. Christian. The sacred truths contained in 
these volumes^" were all confirmed by miracles. 

Mahometan* So^ also, were those contained in 
ours, 

Chria. But our scriptures have one incontesta* 
ble evidence of their celestial origin, which is 
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wanting in yours, viz. the moral precepts and 
commands in our scriptures are all founded upon 
the eternal} immutable principles of rectitude^ 
agreeably to the reason, nature, relation^ and 
fitness of things in all circumstances. 

Makom. How can we believe this character of 
your scriptures to be genuine, when it is known 
and acknowledged, that many of your most em* 
inent Divines assert, that your scriptuvea teaoif 
that God by eternal, immutable decrees, or hf 
some other means as unavoidable, has rendered 
every crime that ever has, or ever shall be per- 
petrated, inevitable by man, and afterwards pro* 
hibited these very actionsby positive commands. 
How can any rational being believe that God 
has acted so inconsistently ? 

But if we should even grant that all the dif<« 
ference between moral good and evit depended 
upon the arbitrary will of Alia, yet it is impos- 
sible that his will should constitute the same ac- 
tion both good and bad, or right and wrong at 
the same time, and exactly under similar cir- 
cumstances. 

I believe almost all nations have ascribed the 
origin and progress of moral evil to the machi- 
nations of the devil \ but if it be true> as youf 
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Mr. H. affirms^ << that every thhigj every event 
in the natural and moral system, does take place 
just exactly as God chose and fixed in his im«* 
mutable plan before any creature had existence^ 
it evidently follows, that the devil stands fairly 
acquitted^ and that instead of being traduced and 
execrated, as the author of all moral evil, hd 
should be piUed as an innocent fellow-suffbrer, 
i¥ho has been punished most severely for exe-^ 
cuting the plan of an omnipotent being, whose 
will he could not possibly resist ! If the D^ity 
wills and plans all the moral evil in the universey. 
and men and devils execute it agreeably to his 
will, why should they be blamed or punished I 

Least it should be thought that i have mis- 
taken and misrepresented Mr. Huftiington's 
sentiments, I wish the candid reader to peruse 
his book, particularly the 218, 219, 248, and 
249th pages, where they will find his sentiments, 
that have been already quoted, and- compare 
them with the following, to wit, " Had there 
been an eternal, supreme being, creator and ab* 
solute proprietor of all things, as Jehovah is> 
who, in his moral disposition, his moral nature 
had been just the reverse from what he really • 
is. Horrible supposition I but lawful in the 
view I make of it. Had he created innumera- 
ble myriads of rational creatures more than dVtR 
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yet had existence^ and made them all consum- 
mately sinful and miserable ; and had we our 
place in that woeful scale of beings doomed to 
endless sin and sorrow^ and pain unutterablei 
even on this supposition we could have no claim 
of juslice on our Maker, as we have upon our 
fellow-creatures who Injure us ; they take hold 
of property not their own, but ours, in opposition 
to their claim. Not so is it with regard to the 
supreme fountain of all being, who is Creator 
and absolute proprietor of all things, including 
all the feelings and all the sufferings of his crea« 
tures, their very pains, and all their affections 
are his property, for their whole being is so. In 
such an awful, lamentable case as the above supr 
posed, we could never accuse our Maker of in- 
justice with any kind of propriety. All we 
could say would be, to howl in doleful accents 
to all eternity, the Supreme reigneth, let all 
creatures mourn ; let the multitude of beings la< 
xnent and bewail ! Woe, woe, woe ! to misera-* 
^le creatures, that such is the nature and dispo- 
sition of him that ruleth over all." 

I presume there never has been a more bold, 
ynequi vocal attempt made, with a design to prove 
that there is no real, essential, immutable differ-* 
encc between right and wrong, moral good and 
evil| and justice and injustieei in the eternal rca« 
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80Q:«Ad jiature of things ; and that all these are 
fanciful) nominsA distinctions, which have no 
foundation in the nature ofthings, but do in re- 
ality depend upon the arbitrary wzV/ of any being 
who has power to create other beings. Even 
the devil himself, if possessed of power to pro* 
duce rational beings, endued with the most ex* 
quisitc degree of sensibility, he (the devil) would 
have the most perfect right, founded upon arbi<f 
trary power, to render them consummately sin« 
ful and eternally miserable ; and although they 
might suffer the most exquisite torments, and 
howl and lament eternally, they could have no 
ju8t or well grounded right to comfilainy because 
it was the ivill of the sopreme despot who creat« 
ed them, that it should be so. But why ? << Be- 
cause he was their Creator, and. absolute propri- 
etor of all things, including their feelings and 
sufferings, their very pains, and all their affec- 
tions are his property, for their whoie being is 
90." This sounds, in my ears, like the logic of 
a West India Planter, with respect to his cruelty 
to his negroes ! 

Bishop Tillotson when discussing this impor- 
tant subject, observes, " That no being, by con- 
ferring a smallfavotirj can thereby acquire a righ$ 
to inflict a greater injurji." And I am persuad- 
^9 that eV/ery sensible person must allow; that 
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ainiple exiatencei inthout enjo]n3ntftityiettll^i< in 
posaessioDi or in prospect^ U nt yerjr {;re«t Ues* 
ting. 

But Mr. H. in order to fix arbitrary will and 
despotic power upon the most exalted basisi has 
stated a case from which every idea of enjoy* 
mcnt is excluded^ and the susceptibility) and ac" 
tual endurance of every evil, both moral and phy* 
sicaly are comprised ; and boldly asserts^ that 
rational beingsi thus circumstanced^ would not 
have any just cause tocomplain^; because they 
were the entire, property of the being who cre- 
ated them I Thus, according to his scheme^ 
flower sanctifies willy and willy thus aupfiortedy 
sanctifies the most villainous conduct^ and every 
base, flagitious, immoral, action.. 

This, my friends, is Calvinism improved, or 
perhaps, more correctly, the language of a Cal^ 
vini&t, who had boldness and candour enough 
to declare his sentiments in plain, explicit lan« 
guage. 

Although the Calvinists explicitly declare, that 
God from all eternity had willed and. decreed 
every possible event that should ever come to 
past, which must include both moral and physi* 
calevily yet they alledg^> that he bM done this 
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in such an ingenious wayy as to avoid being re- 
puted the ^real author and efficient cau^e ofall 
moral evil. This is perfectly effected by the e» 
quisite machinery oieecret causes which act up¥ 
on the human] mind as motives^ with sufficient 
energy to determine the voillxo act m allcasesi 
and under all circumstances exactly as they do, 
and not otherwise ; so that they appear both to 
themselves and others^ ta act with perfect fve^ 
^om in all they do. 

Mr*Huntington asserts, that the criminality of 
mankind (which he believes to be infinite) does 
not consist in their having acted contrary to the 
eternal toill and j^an of the Deity (for this he 
affirms to be impossible) but in the evil disposi^ 
tion of their vfill ta do so. <^ This very f htng 
(says he) is your guilt, and there can be no guilff 
no blame-worthiness in the universe in any thing 
^se ; but in die evUvM aild disposifion, and ita 
nature and operations." 

Hbw astonishing it is, to hear men declsdming 
against the evU disftoeitian of the human wU, 
who declare openly, that men have no free vdM 
of their own, but are actuated and governed in 
all t^ey do, either by the influence oi eternalise" 
eret decrees, or the more immediate influence of 
a certain train or concatenation of causes^ which 
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act with irresistible power upon the mind^ to de- 
termine the will to act in all respecls exactly as 
they do ; and renders it impossible for them to 
«w:t otherwise. With as much reason and pro- 
priety, might they not declaim against the evil 
will and disposition of a chiming-clock) because 
it played some discordant notes. This last 
scheme (if I mistake not) is the basis of the 
doctrine denominate^ philosophical necessity ; 
on which I would just observe, that an ingeni- 
ous device, as nearly similar to this astonishing 
invention as material machinery can resemble 
that of the tnind, is practised by every expert 
puppet-show man, who conceals his wires so art- 
fully, that the ignorant spectators conceive that 
the puppets are actuated, in all their various 
motions, by their own intrinsic, locomotive 
powers. 

This subject has been drawn to a considera- 
ble length, in demonstrating propositions that 
were self-evident in the reason and nature of 
things ; and although I am sensible it is charg- 
able with tautology already, I must beg leave to 
tepeat the substance of the whole, in a few words. 

- If all the future conduct and actions of men 
have been fixed and determined by the sover* 
eign will and eternal decree of God^ it evidently 
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foIIowS) that he is the sole author and efficient 
cause of all moral evil I For whatever the su* 
perior, extrinsic cauae may be^ which necessa- 
rily constrains any person to act and behave ex- 
actly as they do, and renders it impossible for 
them to act otherwise, destroys their free agen- 
cy, and thereby acquits them of evety degree of 
responsibility, for every part of their conduct 
and actions in life ; and under these circum- 
stances, to talk of a virtuous man, in contradis- 
tinction to a vicious man, would be as absurd as 
to talk of a virtuous and vicious house-clock, or 
machines of any other kind. The whole scope 
of the scriptures declare, that men are moral, 
accountable agents, and the Deity has always 
treated them as such, and dealt with them aC'- 
cordingly, by giving them moral laws for their 
instruction, with the promise of rewards for 
obedience, and chastisements threatened fov 
disobedience* 

Would not a man be deemed a fool of the 
first quality, who owned a clock, and having oc* 
casion to go abroad, and be absent for som« 
months, who would write, and leave a set of di» 
rections for it, in the following style : I com- 
mand you, that during my absence, you will 
strike the hours regularly and distinctly ; and 
if at any time you find you are going too fas(^ 



352 

Bcrew down the knob' of the pendalum Hf de« 
grees) until 70U regulate your going perfdcUy ; 
andtake especial carenever to suffer the weights 
to run down^ for, by this meansj you would lose 
time, and not know where to begin agtdn. If 
such conduct would be preposterous in an ba- 
nian being, I ask, is it possible that any unpre- 
judiced person can believe, that a being who 
charges his angels with possible folly) should 
act so inconsistently himself, a& to give a regu- 
lar code of laws to a set of animated macA^e« 
Who have no will of their own, but, like the horse 
in a mill, are obliged to move from infancy to 
their dissolution, in a certain track that was 
marked out for them, and registered in the vol- 
ume oietemaly immutahle decre&B, from which 
they cannot deviate one inch, wereit to save or ^ 
{>revent the universe from destruction? 

PROPOSiTiON.,..Gocf has /ilanedj and does execute 
every thing in the beat manner fioeaible. 

For, being infinitely wise^ he must, in eveiy 
possible case, perceive whatever is ^eat. Being 
also infinitely good, hemust of free ch(»ce wish 
todothe^e«^ And being omnipotent, no com- 
bination of finite powers can prevent him from 
4oing that which is beat. 
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When I have expressed this sentiment, which 
I have frequently idone^ I have been asked, whyy 
Uien, has he permitted the introduction of moral 
evil ? Surely this cannot be fy the beat. To 
vjhich I have replied, that moral evil has crept 
into the system, as an unavoidable consequence 
resulting from the best possible plan. For mj 
own part, I can conceive of but three possible 
methods to have prevented its introduction ; 
the first, a negative project, id eat^ to omit cre- 
ating beings altogether. Secondly, to create 
only such beings as were perfect in knowledge, 
completely and immutably holy, and furnished 
with undeviating inclinations, and the most am* 
pie powers to fulfil every duty to God, and to 
all created beings. Or, thirdly, to create only> 
a set of animated, passive machines, destitute of 
any intrinsic power or faculty of the mind, and 
devoid of every appetite and passion, which hu- 
man beings now possess ; and then to be entirely 
actuated and governed by the immediate opera- 
tion of the spirit of God^ in every case whatever. 

Whether the second method proposed to pre-*, 
elude the introduction of moral evil is possibly, 
practicable in the nature of things, or not, I^ 
leave others to determine. But I am perfectly; 
convinced, that neither of these three mpd^^ 
would have been the best. In the first Qase,. 
X 
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the Deity would be placed in a situation Bimilar 
to a most glorious, brilliant sun^ stationed in 
empty space, wasting his rays to no useful pur* 
pose, in like manner, the itinumerable blessings 
which are treasured up in God, as in an inex* 
hausttble fountain, and which be delights to dif- 
fuse, would be entirely useless* 



With respect to the second case, if we i 
son from what we know, which is our only aure 
guide, we will be most likely to condudCf that if 
an human being is not born with a^perfiect 
knowledge of every thing, both natural and 
moral, they must be contented to gain it pro- 
gressively, and that frequently by very slow de- 
grees, and often very imperfectly* How greatly 
would we be surpri2sed to hear a new-born in* 
fent call for warm water to wash it, and a soft 
napkin to dry it, and tell the attendants what 
kind of dress it preferred $ and after it was 
clothed, it should begin and expatiate upon its 
relative duties to God as its Creatofi and to hia 
fellow-beings. Supposing this to be a new or- 
der of things, and that from that very hour ev- 
ery person should be ins{Mred with the same 
degrees of every useful knowledge ; whenever 
the surprize occasioned by the novelty of the in< 
ftmt's conduct should subside, all the pleasurea 
of social converse would be forever lost i for er^ 
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eiy person possessing tbe sftme kind and degree 
ef knowledge^ would have nothing to learn, nor 
any thing new to communicate ; so that whea 
a company met, they might sit down as sociably 
as so many house-clocks, and click the seconds 
kk unison together. But to compensate, in som^ 
degree, for this disadvantage, we should gain 
something in another way. We might make 
&el of the contents of all ihe Bookstores and 
libraries, as the Turks did with the Alexandriaa 
iibrary, for books would be entirely useless i 
besidesy we should have no occasion lor school- 
xnasters and reverend divines, they also would 
be useless, because they could not teach us any 
thkirg which we did not know* 

With respect to the third class, consisting of 
animated aatomatons, tliey would be as happy 
as apathy and indolence could make them, hav^ 
ing aeitheT appetites nor passions of any kind to 
gratiffy, not any occasion to think or reflect, as 
every thought, word, and action, would be pro- 
duced hy a superior power acting within them ; 
they would not need to puzzle their brains to 
discover the most eligible mode of regulating 
their future conduct, as they could not even 
guess this moment what they might be. impel- 
led to do the next. 
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Having stated three difiFerent projects for the 
exclusion of moral evil, which, for good reasons, 
the Jy^ity has not adopted, as neither of them 
would have been the best possible, I shall now 
proceed to state the plan which he has adopted, 
and endeavour to prove it to be the dest fiassible. 

God has constituted every intelligent being 
whom he has created, a moral, accountable agent, 
and placed him in a state of probation, which 
condition as necessarily implies the possibility 
that the probationer may transgress the moral 
law, as it includes a stipulation, that he should 
be furnished with a degree of knowledge to ena- 
ble him to distinguish between moral good and 
evil : a free will, unbiassed by superior influ- 
ence, to choose or refuse, and powers to act 
agreeably to his choice. Without including all 
these conditions, it could not be a fair trial or 
state of probation. It is certain that Uie de^xU 
prior to his fall, was a free? moral, fkccoumable 
.agent, placed in a state of probation ^ but as he 
was neither infinitely wise, nor perfectly holy, 
he deviated from the paths of rectitjude, and fell ; 
and as he had enjoyed greater means of im- 
provement, and acted in a more exalted sphere 
than any merely human being- has ever done, 
he became much more crimiiiaL . ■ - \ 
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When the omniscient and infinitely benevo- 
lent Jehovah contemplated the creation of the 
human speciesi he positively knew the absolute 
imposaibitity of furnishing created beings with 
innate or intuitive knowledge sufficient to ena* 
ble them to comprehendf and sanctity enough 
to engage tjbcfm «t.all iimesy and under all cir- 
cumstanc^i^ punctually to obey, and perfectly 
to fiilfil aU the duties prescribed by the precepts 
of the moral law* He knew that knowledge 
could only be acquired by created beings by de- 
greesi by careful tuition, attentive observatioAyN 
accunnte reasoning from well etftablishcd, first 
'prtnoipks, aided by long ex!perience. He there- 
fore created Adam and Eve as the progenitors 
of the human race, in a state of puberty, with a 
degree of knowledge exceeding that of infancy^ 
but yet so limited for want of observation and 
-experience, that the Deity did not mean to puz- 
zle them with the observance of any of the intri- 
cate precepts of the moral law, but dmply pro- 
hibited them from eating the fruit of one parti- 
cular tree.. Oh this single, simple condition, he 
eonslituted Adam the federal head and reprc^ 
sentative of dAl his posterity. But as God knew 
that the precepts of the moral law could not, nor 
sliould not be violated with impunity, and also 
that Adam being totally incapable of distinguish-- 
ing between moral good and eyil> would trans^ 
X2. 
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gress, by which mbral eril would be introduced 
into the ethical system^ for which Adakn could 
not make any amends, he had previously pro- 
yided for us another and more complete head 
and representative^ perfectly competent to make 
ample satisfaction for the violation of the moral 
law, and fulfil it compleatly in our behalf; which 
he has done for the whole human race, and has 
also averted the curse of the law from every in- 
dividual child of Adam. But this should not| 
nor does not free us from the observance of the 
moral law, not as the means of justificatioa or 
acceptance with God, but as the rule of our con- 
duct in life ; for the best among the sons of naen 
are daily violating its sacred precepts, through 
inattention and ignorance: for, notwithstand- 
ing all the opportunities of improving our knowl- 
edge, which, for many ages, we have enjoyed 
by tuition, observation, and experience, w« ap- 
pear to be as ignorant, in many respects, as our 
ancestors were two thousand years ago ; but 
more particularly with reference to the designs 
of the Deity respecting the final condition of the 
human species ; some believing and teaching, 
that God created the human race with the b|e- 
nevolent design to bring them a//, finally, into 
a permanent state of felicity. Others believe 
and teach, that he has purposely rendered the 
wliole human race sinful; to shew how much 
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good he could produce out of the evil which he 
had occasioned) and how dexterously he could 
extricate them out of all the difficulties into 
which he had brought them. And a third class^ 
which are very numerous^ believe and teachi 
that God has created many millions of human 
beings and rendered them infinitely sinful, to 
vindicate the apparent yiw/iVe of rendering them 
eternally miserable ; and contend, that the be- 
ings treated in this unjust, cruel, barbarous 
manner, would have no just cause to complain, 
because they were* the sole, entire property of 
the being who created them ! From the doc- 
trines which inculcate such horrible opinions of 
the adorable Jehovah, good Lord deliver usu 
Amen. 



THE END. 
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